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snow storms hit Jordan 


four persons were killed in Egypt and 29 injured in 
rood accidents. 

The storm, described as the worst ever in Leba> 
non and the most severe in Jordan in 50 vears, 
reduced visibility id as little as 200 meters. Israel, 
Egypt, and Syria were also badly hit 

Thirteen people were admitted to hospital in 
Amman with breathing problems, officials said. 

The winds, which originated in the Libyan- 
Egyptian desen in North Africa, are a seasonal pat- 
tern known as AJ Khaniasiri. The Egyptian capital. 
Cairo and other pans of the country have been 
wrapped in the yellowish haze of du.si since 
Sunday. 


In Ionian, a car crashed into a fuel tanker on a 
highway linking Amman and Bagh dad One per¬ 
son was reported killed and another injured. 

The Khamasin (50j usually occur between 15 
March and 10 May, according to Haiiham Al 
Shaer. general director of the Meteorological DepL 
He said during this period pockets of low pressure 
torm south and north of the Atlas mountains in 
North Africa. He added that this low pressure tur¬ 
bulence take place as colder air pushes into North 
Africa and meets warmer air in that region. 

During this period between six to eight depres- 
Confioned on page 2 
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Star 


By Raed AI Abed 

Star Staff Writer ‘ 

THE STATEMENTS by Infra 
structure Minister Ariel Sharon 
promising to assassinate Hamas 
political leader Khaled Misb’al 
have stunned Jordanians, com¬ 
ing in the wake of recent diplo¬ 
matic efforts, to mend damaged 
relations between ihe two coun- 
tries which went roor fbOrwringr 
last September's-failed-attempt 
on Misb'aTs life 


ironically. 



into the open in. a far from 
ambiguous way. ■“ • . '■' 

• Last September’s.'-Mcftsad 
attempt to assassinate Hamas 
politburo chief Khalid Mish'al 
in Amman demonstrated the 
arrogance of, the Israeli secret 
service as well as the intransi¬ 
gence of the Israeli govern¬ 
ment. Officially, Israel did dot 
. apologize, but promised not to 

V make another assassination 

attempt on Jordanian soil- . . 

Jordan..legal home of five 
top Hamas leaders, played sev¬ 
eral diplomatic cards and saved 
the region from another round 
of violence. His .Majesty King 
Hussein played a paramount 
role in what became known as 
the -Misha’I Affair, first 
demanding—and getting—the 
.. antidote for- the poison used in 
the attack, as well as cutting a 
: deal rh3t freed Sheikh Ahmad 
- . .Yassin, (bunder and spiritual 

' ^leader of' Hamas.' and two 
• dozen Palestinian, and Jordan 
prisoners long held in 
...laadijans.- 

, Tense, relations continued for 
months after the botched Mos- 
h^ -sad operation until an. historic 
" • peace initiative, undertaken by 
' HRH Prince Hassan last week. 

- Prince Hassan. accompanied by 
nine. Lower House deputies, 
node two important visits^ first 
to Ramallah in the Occupied 
. Territories where he met with 
.' Palestinian leader Yasser Ara- 
;>fat. -and later to; .Tel Aviv. 
There. The met with Israeli 
: Prime - Minister Benjamin 

- Netanyahu who. together with 
Prihse Hassan, issued a 10- 

- jjoint statement calling for the 
resumption of multilateral. 

negotiations, *, 



However, Israeli Infrastruc¬ 
ture Mimster.; Ariel Sharjon 
aimed -the Jordanian initiative 
into an . embarrassroem.. The 
notorious Sharonwent public 
with a -promise of- another 


attempt to kill Mish'al and 
sparked a new round of 
: tensions. • ‘' - •* 

Acting Prime Minister and 
; ‘ Minister : of Jnfonoarion JDr 
- Abdallah Nsbur said during a 


press conference that, if true, 
.Sharon's comments were 
"rude.” He added that the 
remarks were not only offen¬ 
sive, they did not serve the 
cause of peace. ■ 

• .• ‘The statements by Sharon 
were irresponsible, ill timed, 
and faulty.” Nsour said. Acting 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
called in the Israeli Ambassador 
to register an official complaint 
to Sharon's statement. , 

Sharon, who helped negotiate 
the. freedom ot, the two iviossad 
agents, said in a televised inter¬ 
view with Israeli channel 2 that 
during these negotiations, he 
had informed King Hussein that 
Israel would eliminate Mish’al. 
but assured the King that the 
assassination would not take 
place in Jordan! 

Nsour denial such claims. 
“He [Sharon] did not discuss 
with any Jordanian official at 
any stage Israel's determination 
to assassinate Khalid Mish'al in 
a . location away from Jordan," 
be said. 

However, Israeli affairs ana- 
Continued on page 2 
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DOME UNDER COVER—The dome of the King Abdallah Mosque in Abdali is hid¬ 
den by a thick cover of fresh snow Wednesday as Jordan endured the effects of a bliz¬ 
zard that meteorologists said will last until early Friday. (Star photo b\ Mahmoud 
Shawkat) _ 

Netanyahu snubs Cook over 
meeting with Palestinian MP 

British minister’s visit fails to win Israel’s 
backing for a European peace role 


King, Clinton meeting will focus 
on ending tension in the region 


WASHINGTON (Petra)—His Majesty King 
Hussein is expected to meet with President 
Clinton on Thursday bi what- has been, 
described in. Washington as an important 
visit, inboch liiniflg and nature. . 

The King, the first Middle East leader to 
meet President Clinton following the latest 
development in the region, is said to be. 
seeking ways to end causes of tension in the 
"region, be it the Iraqi issue or the stalled 
peace process. 

The King left the Mayo Crime in Ohio 
Monday- after undergoing, routine medical 
check-ups which were satisfactory.. 

In Washington, the King met on Tuesday 
with Senator Jesse Helms, head of the For¬ 
eign Relations Committee, who expressed 
support.for Jordan's role in the. region and 
for the King’s efforts. 

Jordan's ambassador to Washington Dr 
Marwari Muasher loM JTV Tuesday that the 
King's visit follows on the heels of a stum¬ 


bling peace process and follows the recent 
Iraqi UN crisis. 

“We are. perhaps, the only state that can 
speak with all parties and enjoy the confi-. 
. dence of .them all” Muasher said, pointing 
out that Jordan has launched intense dipk> 
matic activities, including the visit of His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan to 
RamaJiah and Tel Aviv, as well as a previous 
visit of the King to Cairo. 

“All this led to a group of ideas and posi¬ 
tions which Jordan is carrying to the United 
Stales, but not as an initiative,” he said. - 

“The Iraqi crisis has to be dealt with 
through a wider form in order to end the suf¬ 
fering of the Iraqi people.” Muasher said. 
‘To reach, this stage we have to see Iraq 
implement fully the UN resolutions.” 

On the issue of US financial assistance to 
Jordan. Dr Muasher said "US aid to Jordan in 

■ Continued on page 2 


By Doug Struck and agen¬ 
cies reports 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM— 
On a rain-swept hilltop here, 
Carolyn Duley summoned her 
energy to greet Robin Cook, 
the British foreign secretary. 
She banged on a pot. blew a 
whistle, and screamed as loud 
as she could: "Cook. Go 
Home!" 

The foreign minister got the 
message. Israelis ranging from 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu—who bluntly 

snubbed him for dinner—to 
housewives banging cooking 
pots made Cook an unwelcome 
guest during his brief stop to 
promote a European Middle 
East peace effort Netanyahu 
also used the occasion to reiter¬ 
ate Israel's claim to ail of Jeru¬ 
salem. including the east side, 
which has been under occupa¬ 
tion since it was captured from 
Jordan in the 1967 Middle East 
War. 

Cook, representing the Euro¬ 
pean Union, left Wednesday 
having succeeded in proving 
his opposition to Jewish seale- 
ments in the Palestinian territo¬ 
ries. but having failed in his 
stated desire to advance negoti¬ 
ations between Israelis and 
Palestinians. 


The tumultuous visit is likely 
to guarantee further that the 15- 
nation European Union will 
have a sideline role in any 
renewed Middle East peace 
process, which is what Israel 
prefers in any case, seeing the 
Ell as too friendly to the 
Palestinians. 

Both sides were unapolo- 
getic after a day of bickering 
through spokesmen. 

“The only person who took 
sanctions tonight is Bibt Netan¬ 
yahu." Cook said at a press 
conference Tuesday evening in 
response to a question about 
theoretical sanctions against 
Israel for its settlement con¬ 
struction. “1 wanted to provide 
a symbolic visit to underline 
the extent that the expansion of 
settlements undermines the 
peace process." 

“It’s very difficult to us to 
consider Europe, the European 
community, or in particular Mr 
Cook’s position as representing 
fair mediation, when they are 
practically indistinguishable 
from Palestinian demands." 
Netanyahu's media adviser. 
David Bar-Illan, said. 

Cook caused the uproar by 
insisting that, with a Palestinian 
official, he would visit Har 
Homa. a controversial Jewish 
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Saving 
funds: 
Thorn in 
government 
side 


By Ilham Sadeq 

Star Staff Writer 
THE DISPUTE over ihc 
new saving funds draft law 
is rapidly escalating ten¬ 
sion hetween the govern¬ 
ment and the professional 
associations. Various eco¬ 
nomic and banking sectors 
arc also joining the protest, 
(see story on business 
page.. 

The government denies 
that it fs seeking to inter¬ 
vene in the management 
and investment of these 
funds and assures fund 
investors that its nhjcctivc 
is to protect what it calls 
“small savers" from mal- 
tnuciiic t»\ some fund 
managers. But this is not 
accepted by professional 
associations' officials who 
argue that the govern¬ 
ment's action is far too 
harsh and their promises to 
make amendment would 
he merely “cosmetic." 

"Our stance towards this 
draft is clear, we see it as 
an obstacle to investing our 
funds." argues newly 
elected President of the 
Engineers Association. Mr 
Husni Abu Ghaida. He 
clarified that there are only 
pension funds in the asso¬ 
ciations. not saving ones. 

'This funds' assets are 
invested prudently for the 
welfare of engineers and 
employees, and there is no 
problem investing them in 
profit-making areas or in 
managing them." he told 
The Star. 

Mr Ahu Ghjida. who 
also heads the Council of 
Professional Associations' 
Presidents, calls for revers¬ 
ing the draft because of its 
negative impact on all sec¬ 
tors of the economy.. 

"Some institutions have 
already started to liquidate 
their fund portfolios while 
others arc actively consid¬ 
ering similar action." 

The draft will have a 
lar-rcaching effect on the 
economy. It already had a 
disastrous effect on stock 
dealings at the AFM. 

The Engineers Associa¬ 
tion had already agreed 
with Dr Mohammad Saeed 

Continued on page 2 


settlement in an area of East 
Jerusalem known to Palestin¬ 
ians as Abu Ghcneim. 

The British minister, a 
horse-racing fan. must have 
recognized the reaction: Israe¬ 
lis bucked like a horse with a 
burr under its saddle. Netan¬ 
yahu declared angrily that the 
visit was “unacceptable." His 
aides hinted Britain might be 
left out of the peace process 
entirely. 

Israeli legislator* fumed. 
Jewish settlers demanded 
Cook be upbraided. The edito¬ 
rialists opened fire, and the 
Hebrew papers ran clucking 
stories about how Cook had 
left his wife for a former assist¬ 
ant (his divorce came through 
Tuesday). Someone sprayed 
graffiti on the charming old 
British Consulate building. 

Israeli Jews were further 
mortified that Cook declined 
the usual obligatory visit to the 
Holocaust Museum in Jerusa¬ 
lem. Cook instead paid his 
respects at a Palestinian memo¬ 
rial for Deir Yassin, the scene 
of a massacre of Palestinians 
by a Jewish militia in 1948. 

He pressed his ami- 
ser dement theme at a meeting 
with Palestinian leader Yasser 

Continued on page 2 



Baghdad: daily life a daunting business 
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By NomBonstany 
BAGHDAD—One way to understand how 
Iraq-and hs people are living amid sane-' 
lions, deprivation and'the nation’s pan ah 
status in the world is to visit Al Muta- 
nabbi, a.street here in the capital lined with 
the stalls of a famed open-air souk. It is a 
world of decay but also antiquity, .of pen¬ 
ury but also poetry. 

Jostling, . wrangling • ; 
crowds converge to do 
business over heaps uf - . . 

scrap from abandoned lives 1 
and fragments of discarded wmfa wm 
memories: Hand-carved 

window panes, door knobs, n. w. p.+ 

uerd accordions and old PV O k/ L 

gramophones, blackened 
and beni tei- sets. .disem- 

. boweled car engines; recy¬ 
cled bird cages, worry . < m . . 

beads and prayer nigs are dus city *;gauqy 
and niefuJ road show of past grandeur--; 
many of the items sold by families desper¬ 


ate for a bit more income. 

"If there were an eighth day, you would 
find me here, life is hard and we need the 
extra business." said Akram Shale, a 
trader, as-he stood outside his stall. Boys 
balancing trays of sesame buns and golden 
. pastries dipped in syrup glided past. 

Iraq has faced seven years of tough. 
. United Marions-imposed sanc- 

f lions that make normal com¬ 
merce—and. for many people, 
normal life—-a nearly impossi¬ 
ble challenge. Last month. Ira¬ 
qis braced for another punish¬ 
ing round of US-led airstrikes 
, - , .■ over President Saddam Huss- 
o-:r t ein's refusal to allow inspec- 
... •. ' f . tion of suspected chemical and 
biological weapons sites. That 
... immediate threat has passed, 
leaving Baghdad's residents to 
- get back to the'daunting business of daily 
...life. •' 

The Al Mutanabbi souL or market, for 


those who live nearby, is a focal point of 
Ihal quotidian existence, a place to earn 
extra money, to pick up bargains, to cling 
to the threads of an earlier age. 

Bound and tattered volumes of Reader’s 
Digest from 1953. T.E Lawrence's 
“Revolt in the Desert.*' 1926 edition, and a 
1935 hardcover of his "Seven Pillars of 
Wisdom." Shakespeare's “Merchant of 
Venice" and dated textbooks on biochem¬ 
istry. obstetrics, anatomy and engineering 
fill the stalls. Habitues with books under 
their aims exchange tips about their latest 
finds. 

The street and its souk are named after 
Tuyyeb Mutanabbi. a legendary poet 
whose life, death and works still haunt this 
city. One of his lines, in particular, is being 
cited these days by Iraqis: “Not everything 
a man longs fra 1 is within his reach, for 
gusts of wind can blow against a ship’s 
desires." 

Mulamihbi—the name means “oracle” in 


Arabic—wrote those lines a millennium 
ago. in the I Oth century. He was slain by 
assassins bent on sealing a tribal feud; the 
killers picked him at random, unaware they 
were executing a renowned sage. 

Bookseller Naim Shaleri shouted lines 
from Mutanabbi's works from his stall. “1 
forgive time its sins, if it maintains my 
friendships and safeguards books...A home 
without a library is an arid desert,'' Shateri 
yelled, in melodious classical Arabic, over 
the din and bustle. 

“I do this to make these people want my 
books." he explained. 

Amer Khali! Abbas Naimeh. wearing a 
Panama hat to shield his albino skin, wan¬ 
dered through A! Mutanabbi playing a 
soothing traditional Iraqi tune on his nay. a 
flute carved from a hollowed bamboo reed. 

A television technician during the week 
but no longer able to earn enough to sur¬ 
vive. Naimeh carves nays to sell at a dollar 
apiece for extra income. “I come here on 
Fridays to play my music and sell my 


flutes," he said. "This is where intellectuals 
come. There is mercy here. They listen." 

One of those intellectuals, a civil engi¬ 
neer who declined to give his name, was 
browsing the book stalls. “The sanctions arc 
not about weapons of mass destruction: 
they are about our capability and know¬ 
how." he said of the international strictures 
imposed on Iraq. "You cannot stop Iraqis 
from using their brains. That would he 
inhuman." 

A university student sat un a wooden 
chair in the sun, copying notes from an old 
reference book for a paper he was working 
on. 

A popular neighborhood haunt is the 
Shah bandar Cafe, where people son our dif¬ 
ferences peaceably over thin-waisted glass 
teacups and recline on narrow wooden 
benches, with chipped blue paint, under 
sepia photographs from the 1920s of Bagh¬ 
dad's wrestling teams. 

Continued on page 3 
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toughest 
job in 
the 
world 


By Raed Al Abed 

Star Staff Writer 
SITTING BEHIND the 
steering wheel, blond, wear¬ 
ing make-up. a red suit and 
black gloves, she is Jordan's 
first taxi driver. 

Most of the world’s lead¬ 
ing news agencies— 
including CNN—have inter¬ 
viewed the 54 year old. who 
holds a Phd in English liter¬ 
ature and calls herself the 
mother of taxi drivers. Driv¬ 
ing .i taxi is how she makes 
a living and on certain days 
she spends IS hours at the 
steering wheel. 

In the beginning, the fact 
that a woman was driving a 
local taxi raised more than 
few eyebrows. But with 
time and effort. Dr Moyas- 
sur Abu A! Hoddu was able 
in gain the respect and 
acceptance of her peers and 
customers. Now. everybody 
hows to her. including traf¬ 
fic police and her lellovv cab 
drivers who make sure to 
give her way with a salute. 

“Our people arc so kind 
and generous. I have never 
faced n problem with a pas¬ 
sengers vet." she says. 

She never hesitates to join 
her colleagues for coffee 
breaks by the side of the 
road or dinners at popular 
restaurants. After onc-and-a- 
half years on the road. Dr 
Moyassar has become a 


Sharon rhetoric 
spells false start 
to ‘new 
beginning’ 

Continued from page 1 

lysis say that Jordan is to blame 
for not comprehending fully the 
nature of Israeli security issues. 
Ghazi At Sa'di, an expert in 
Israel's regional relations, 
believes that Jordanian officials 
have little understanding of 
both Israeli mentality and the 
appropriate ways of dealing 
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Dr Moyassar on the road . dreams of one day owning her own car 


familiar face on Amman's 
highways and byways, even 
on the same Amman-Zarqa 
thoroughfare that some men 
drivers avoid at night. 

Her eldest brother. Ali. 
also a driver, finds no prob¬ 
lem with his sister being a 
Shofair. and says he has 
never hesitated to support 
her. The only thing that both¬ 
ers Ali is. as he says, “that 
traffic police stop me and if 
they find a cassette player in 
my car they always give me 
a ticket, while the same is 
not true for my sister, 
although we drive the same 
car." 

He adds that most of the 
time he has problems with 
his passengers: either they 
are in a bad mood or they 
negotiate the tariff. In 
response. Dr Moyassar says 
she never experiences this 1 
and is treated far differently. 
“Some people don't ask lor 
their change, and sometimes 
they even lip me 2 nr 3 
dinars." She admits to being 
given a mobile phone and a 
number of other gifts by a 
passenger from Irbid. 

She dreams of having her 
own licensed car one day. 
and has applied to ali the 
proper authorities, including 
the Ministry of Interior, to 


accomplish this, but so far 
has received no reply. 

She also wrote a petition 
about the matter to His 
Majesty King Hussein. 

The multi-talented woman 
has worked as a journalist for 
many publications in Jordan. 

She also became involved 
in a partnership venture—a 
publishing and advertising 
agency. Unfortunately, her 
partners used the agency to 
make overseas calls and rang 
up a debt of some JD 17000. 
Needless to say. the business 
didn't succeed. 

"My car was stolen. In it 
were the research materials 
for two books, which had 
taken me a year-and-a-half of 
investigative reporting to 
gather. 

“As these kinds of pres¬ 
sures mounted. I found it 
increasingly difficult to meet 
my responsibilities: one day I 
was surprised to find that I 
couldn't even pay the rent on 
my office." 

But her previous career as 
u journalist gave her many 
connections in the country. 

While writing a hook 
about the tribes in Jordan, 
she travelled the Kingdom 
hunting for stories and inter¬ 
views. She said she is well 
known by most of the tribal 


Continued from page 1 

Arafat in Gaza, and then 
slogged onto the muddy con¬ 
struction road around Har 
Homn settlement in Jahal Abu 
Ghncim despite driving rain 
and hail. But he switched 
escorts midway through the 
visit, starting with Israeli cabi¬ 
net secretary Danny Navch and 
then crossing a military check¬ 
point to meet up with Palestin¬ 
ian legislator Saleh Tamara. 

The Israelis fumed that the 
switch had tricked them, and 
that Cook had promised he 
would not see the settlement in 
the company of Palestinians. 

“It is not OK lor a foreign 
minister not to carry out the 
agreements." Israeli Defense 
Minister Yitzhak Mnrdechai 
said. UK officials said they 
were bewildered al the Israeli 
reaction to an arrangement the 
Netanyahu government had 
already agreed to. "Can a hand¬ 


shake with a Palestinian really 
be the cause of such a diplo¬ 
matic incident?" asked one 
official. 

Cook insisted he had 
pledged not to get a briefing by 
Palestinians, and "I don't think 
anybody can describe what 
happened as a briefing. It was 
an exchange of pleasantries." 

Saleh acknowledged that in 
the rain and crush of reporters, 
they had not said much. But he 
volunteered that “Civ'll; 
showed much courage in being 
here." 

Cook said he hjd come to 
Israel with the unanimous sup¬ 
port of all 14 other EU foreign 
ministers to criticise Israel’s 
expansion and building of set¬ 
tlements as the first step to 
relaunching the peace process. 

Nnbil Shaath. Palestinian 
planning minister. called 
Cook’s visit to Har Homa. ",i 
brave act of defiance." 

Cook's visit has raised P.il- 
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heads in the country. 

Currently she is research¬ 
ing a bonk about the driving 
profession. In the hook she 
will tackle the main prob¬ 
lems that drivers in the 
country face and will relate 
a number of stories of 
adventures she. as well as 
other drivers, have had. 

The mother of five hoys 
and two girls, all married, 
she lives alone, though gath¬ 
ering them around her once 
a week remains a strong 
family tradition. “1 love to 
work because I do not want 
m burden my sons and 
daughters: they have enough 
financial problems." she 
says. "As long as I am 
healthy I will continue in 
drive, work and write." 

She docs not advise 
women who have children 
to work outside the Immc. 
“h is hard for a mother with 
children in work and fulfil 
her duties at home at the 
same time, hut in my ease 
they arc old enough. And so 
am I." 

The ex-joumalist cab 
driver agrees that her former 
job was a tough mission, but 
she believes her current one 
is even tougher. She says the 
future holds in store for her 
the toughest of them all. ■ 


Netanyahu snubs Cook over 
meeting with Palestinian MP 


cstinian leaders' hopes that the 
EU can help push W.ishinglon 
into a bolder peace initiative. 

“Wethink the Americans haw 
not been fulfilling their respon¬ 
sibilities. Bui we also believe 
Britain, particularly after the 
Iraqi crisis, has more influence 
with the US." said Shaath. 

When Cook went for a sched¬ 
uled meeting with Netanyahu, 
the Israelis replied in kind. The 
private dinner with the prime 
minister was canceled, they 
announced curtly: the meeting 
beforehand would he cut short, 
and there would be no ceremo¬ 
nial handshake lor the cameras. 

“I’m not sorry to have lost a 
dinner. I’ve had three four- 
course meals already since I 
came to the Middle East." 
Cook told reporters later. “It 
something of a mercy to ho 
spared a further lull meal “ ■ 

IA Times-Washington Post 
Sews Service 



Queen Noor 
\ chairs 
committee 

NEW YORK iPClr.it—Her 
Majesty Queen Noor chaired a 
meeting with Prime Minister 
Abdul Salum Majali and the 
Vice-Chair of the United 
Nations University/ 

International Leadership Acad¬ 
emy i UNL7ILA> Advisory 
Committee Ambassador Hi su¬ 
shi Ow ada. 

The Queen, who chairs the 
UNU/ILA's Advisory Commit¬ 
tee. emphasized the importance 
of increasing scholarship oppor¬ 
tunities for participants from the 
developing countries. Norway, 
the ^mb Bank, the UNDP and 
the UNFPA have offered DNL7 
ILA scholarships to candidates 
from developing countries. 

The International Leadership 
Program is a 4-week course 
that will comprise interactive 
seminars and workshops on 
issues of peace, security and 
global leadership challenges 
between Mi participants 
selected Srom throughout the 
world and international keynote 
speakers. 

The Advanced Leadership 
Program is a:« K-wcck in-depth 
training program for a group 2U 
participants selected from ihe 
1997 and I‘NS Leadership Pro¬ 
gram. Participants will locus on . 
a particular giob.il issue, take ' 
par. ir independent research | 
ur.J LvncJuds with j thesis to he 
>ub mhied in i he Academy. j 

The later national Leadership : 
Academy. which is based m | 
Amman, is rhe first global lead- ; 
ership training Lurifity as well J 
as the first L’N institution to he • 
initiated and established in the ! 
Middle East. ■ I 


'•MEjgjjleri' that Sharon's state¬ 
ments indicate that Jordanian 
officials' were told of Israeli 
intentions^ to make further 
iiuerriptsiTin ^lish’al. Al Sa'di 
,..suid flirtf if this is true then it 
, jfcreates-fi prohjemifor Jordanian 
fbfficidl.s. *i 
*'Second. • Israel never offi- 
' ^ghliy apologized for the assas- 

* *jynaiion attempt. And third. 

Mossad chief Danny Yatoum 
resigned as a result of internal 
differences within his agency 
alter another covert operation 
in Switzerland failed, not as an 
outcome of the Mish'al affair. 

However. Sa'di said , it was 
Benjamin Netanyahu who gave 
the orders to eliminate Mash'al 
1 aside Jordan, and it is the gov¬ 
ernment of Netanyahu that 
made the decision which gave 
Israel the 'right' to sLrike 
against so-called Terrorists" 
anywhere in the world. 

In addition, the Israeli inves¬ 
tigation cnmmiliee which was 
established to discuss the 
attempt on Mish'al approved 
, the Israeli government's deci¬ 
sion to strike against Hamas 
leaders and other groups 
wherever they are. 

Dr Husni Al S hey ah. profes- j 
sur of political science at the I 
University of Jordan said, 
j “Sharon's statements prove that , 
relations with Jordan are not a 
high priority for Israel." 

The new clement revealed in 
Sharon's threats is its brazen¬ 
ness. In the past. Mossad con¬ 
ducted its operations under 
cover, hut now Sharon seems 
almost proud to announce 
secret service plans and opera¬ 
tions in advance. 

’This is a new approach, a 
result of Israeli beliefs that 
Israel has reached a status quo 
level in both the Arab world 
and the world til largc.~and that 
therefore its secret service tac¬ 
tics arc legitimate." A! Sheyab 
said. 

For its pan. Hamas threatens 
a massive reaction if Israel 
attempts to kill any of its 
I le:iders. 

i Mish’sil. whose residence 
and phone number . are I 
unknown, released a statement ! 
recently which said. 'The 
threats of die terrorist Sharon 
are a sign of weakness in the 
enemy fIsraeli and a depressed l 
attempt to raise the damaged 
morals of its intelligence ser¬ 
vice agencies.” The statement 
quoted Mish'al as saying that 
“These threats Un not scare me 
and my brothers in the Hamas 
leadership. On the contrary, 
such threats cement our detcr- 
I initiation to continue the Jihad I 
against occupation." | 

Prior to the Jordan-Israel j 
peace treaty. Israeli intelligence j 
claimed that it could pressure | 
tlic Jordanian government, j 
j ihrough what former Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
recently called "special chan¬ 
nels.” to expel elements that j 
were deemed a direct threat to ! 
Israeli security. 

At the time these so-called I 
1 “channels" were ambiguous j 
J and. .liter the peace treaty, they j 
j still remain undefined. ’ , 

AI Sa’di believes that Jordan , 

• should invest its decent reputa- j 
j, '«nn in the world and among the j 
j Israeli public to pressure* the i 
! Likud government in Israel. [ 

■ "The Israelis considers its ! 

1 peace w ith Jordan a model one. • 

I which should extend to the rest | 

■ "t the Arab countries.” Al Sa'di i 
i said “If the JortLinkin-lsracIi 

I peace fail*, there will automat- ; 

; iviill> lv im hope o! peace with \ 

1 other Arab countries. This is ■ 

J the pressure card which Jordan j 
i must use" “You can not say : 

! our relations with Israel should 
| continue naturally’ while offi- • 
cials there do not hesitate to ■ 
interfere in our sovereignty." | 
Al Sa'di concluded. ■ 


STATE OF INDIANA 
COUNTY OF ALLEN 


IN THE ALLEN CIRCUIT 
COURT 


IN RE: THE MARRIAGE OF CAUSE NO. 02CIH-9802-DR-22I 
EMAN T. ELSWERKY. 

Petitioner 

AND: NASER MARAHEL, 

Respondent 


In Rc: Petition for dissolution or marriage 

COMES NOW: the Petitioner. Em an T. Elswerkv, and nspectftiU 
h states as follows: NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to the public 
that the Petitioner Eman T. Elswerkv, has tiled her Petition for 
Dissolution of Marriage against the Respondent, Nascr Marahd. 
with the Alien Circuit Court. County of A Hen, State of Indiana. 
Petitioner respectfully requests that the hood of holy matrimony 
hc dissolved. A FINAL hearing in this matter has been scheduled 
in the AUan Circuit Court on the 11 day of May 1998 at 3 JO pan. 

Dated on the 11 das of Mar 1998 al 3:30 p.m. 

Dated Feb. 26 1998' 

AJJ. 

Lisabcth A. Btoswr 
Clerk of Alien Circuit Court 

Prepared By: 

Anthonv TAdolf 
A Home I.IWJ9247-64 
H6 E.Berry Street. Suite# 1Q0Q 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 4610)2. USA 
12191424-1000 



Con tinned from page 1 

sions of this sort may take 
place. He added that as low 
pressure areas move from 
North Africa towards the east¬ 
ern Mediterranean they carry 
millions of tons of sand and 
dust as they cross the Libyan 
Sahara, the Egyptian desert, 
the Sinai desert and finally the 
Negev. 

Sometimes these depres¬ 
sions deepen, as was the case 
this week, as they meet with 
cold polar air pushing across 
Turkey from the North Pole 


and Siberia. At that stage, the 
Khamasin conditions end and 
temperatures dip. dropping by 
at least 10 degrees in one day. 
'. Al Shaer said the cunrent 
cold front has been exception¬ 
ally cold resulting in snow 
falls over most hilly areas in 
the region. He added that the 
same conditions occurred in 
March of 1943,48. 53, 80 and 
87. In March of 1948 and 
1980 snow fell three times. 
He said in April of 1993 Jor¬ 
dan was also hit by a snow 
storm. ■ 


Thorn in 
government side 


Continued from page 1 

AI Nabulsi, former governor of 
the Central Bank of Jordan, to 
evaluate its pension fund. The 
study is expected to be com¬ 
pleted by the end of April. 

Many other associations are 
also protesting what they 
regard as an unjustified step by 
the govern men L They argue 
that it is one more way to inter¬ 
vene in their affairs and domi¬ 
nate them. 

Professional associations see 
savings funds as an “acquired 
right" for employees that 
should be managed by their 
own organizations and elected 
committees. 

Rapporteur of the Financial 
Committee of the Lower House 
Munir Sobar told The Star that 
“linking the saving funds to the 
public sector contradicts the 
government's policy to priva¬ 
tize public corporations." 

Others suggest that the gov¬ 
ernment should maintain a 
supervisory role in the funds 
and not dominate them or 
directly intervene in Ihcfr 
investments. 

Mr Sober points out that 
while some funds' managers 
do abuse their position and arc 
responsible for losses, it 
doesn't justify the introduction 
of this draft. There are other 
ways. 

"1 agree with the idea of 
fighting corruption and mis¬ 
management but this draft must 
be rejected. I think it would 
have been far better if the gov¬ 
ernment dealt with the issue in 
a more democratic manner." 
Mr Sobar maintain. 1 ;. He says 
that if implemented, the draft 
would wipe out the achieve¬ 
ments of small investors in 
these funds, for it imposes a 
new income tax and registra¬ 
tion fees while the former law 
doesn't. 

But the voice of protest is 
being heard right in the heart or 
parliament. Some deputies 
rejected the draft when they 
met the Centra! Bank governor 
earlier this week in a session to . 
discuss privatization. 

Lower House deputy Rn’ad 
Ai Bakri said that introducing 
this draft restricts the freedom 
of savings funds, adding that it 
violates the spirit nf the law 
and constitution, which gives 
people rhe right io invest their 
money freely. * 

Jordan Lawyers Association 
(JLA.I President Hussein Mjalli 
describes the draft law as 
unconstitutional and an assault 
on personal liberties. 

• On behalf of the other pro¬ 


fessional associations, the J LA 
is working on a detailed legal 
memo to examine the draft 
and highlight its loopholes. 

But the government reiter¬ 
ates that the door is still open 
for dialogue and insists that its 
aim is to protect the savings of 
employees and enhance diem. 

In a meeting with the press 
last Monday. Acting Prime 
Minister and Minister of Infor¬ 
mation Dr Abdullah Ensour, 
said that “the government has 
no intention to violate the law." 
He promised that the manage¬ 
ment of these funds will be left 
to their elected general assem¬ 
blies and reiterated that the 
government's role shall be 
restricted to laying principles 
for investment polices. ■ 
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•Prince Hasson and Annan 

Annan praises Jordan 
role in region 

AMMAN (Petra)—Crown Prince Hasson, the Regent, and Prin¬ 
cess Sarvath accompanied UN General Secretary Kofi Annan on a 
visit to two Palestinian refugee camps in Amman Wednesday. 
Braving cold temperatures and heavy snows, the. two men visited 
Al Hussein and Hiteen refugee camps in east Amman and toured 
UNRWA offices and workshops. 

Annan told reporters that he supports efforts by Jordan and the 
UN agency to offer humanitarian assistance to Palestinian refu¬ 
gees. Referring to the peace process. Annan said he applauds the 
US mediation process between Israel and the Palestinians and 
called on all parties to work together in search of a permanent 
peace in the region. 

Annan arrived Tuesday on an official visit to Jordan as pan of a 
10-day tour of the region. In a statement upon his arrival. Annan 
said the UN is working hard to promote world peace. Responding 
to a question regarding his visit to Jordan. Annan said that he 
comes to Jordan as a friend. “I came to Jordan to discuss the latest 
developments in the area., and to express to Jordan's leadership 
my thanks for the support I received during the Iraqi crisis." he 
added, pointing out that he carries no new initiatives. ■ 

Khamasin and snow 
storms hit Jordan 


tension in the ' 
region 

Continued from page 1 

the past was between -$20 mil¬ 
lion and $30 million, but now 
we are speaking about an 
amount that reached $225 mil¬ 
lion in 1998 and we hope that 
wc. can maintain this level in 
the coming years,’* Muasher 

said. 

Spokesman for the US. State 
Department James Rubin -said 
Tuesday that King Hussein's, 
visit to Washington will give ■ -a. 
the American Administration -*f 
the chance to closely consult 
with the King about the next 
move in the Middle East peace 
process. 

Rubin described King Huss¬ 
ein as an important figure in the 
Middle East peace process who 
has worked hard to make rea¬ 
son and logic prevail in the 
region. 

Rubin, told reporters in the 
daily press release that consul¬ 
tations with the King will cover 
the Iraqi issue which clearly 
concerns Jordan/ However, 
Rubin denied that there is a 
chance for conducting dialogue 
with Iraq. "There’is not much 
that we can tell Iraq untiL it 
does what the international v 
community asks, and this issue 
does not require direct -dia- ~~ 
logue." he added. 

Rubin welcomed the end of 
tensions between Jordan and 
Israel that were caused by the 
attempt on Hamas leader 
Khaled Mish'al by Mossad 
agents in Amman last Septem¬ 
ber. Solving this problem 
between Jordan and Israel Lx a 
“step forward to case tensions 
and boost progress in the 
region." he said. 

Commenting on Israeli Infra¬ 
structure Minister Ariel 
Sharon’s statements on 
Mish'al. Rubin said that these 
statements “do not help." He 
added that the US.does not back iiz 
the methods referred to by 
Sharon. 

Sharon was quoted by Israel 
Channel Two as saying on Sat¬ 
urday that Israel’s secret service 
was determined to kill Mish’al, 
a Jordanian. citizen, and that 
Israel “had informed .’Jordan 
that it.»m£ndcd to finish off the 
job” of assassinating him but 
not in the Kingdom- 
Acting Prime Minister 
Ahdallah Nsnur on Monday 
blasted Sharon's statements as 
rude- and irresponsible. The 
Israeli ambassador in Amman 
was summoned to protest the 
remarks. 

However. Ruhin said that the . 
US previously explained to Jjj, 
Israel that it has the right to 
decide on appropriate moves to 
fight terrorism. “Apparently 
that arc terrorists who seize 
opportunities to undermine the 
Middle East peace process by 
killing innocent men. women 
and children in Israeli sLreeis. 

Such uctioas should be 
denounced and wc have no illu¬ 
sions about, the difficulty of 
fighting this kind of terrorism." 
he said. ■ 
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Major conference gets* 
underway this week 

AMMAN A -— r— 


AMMAN tStar>—A confer¬ 
ence on The Social History or 
Jordan will take place between 
24 and 26 March 1998 at the 
University of Jordan. The 
meeting, sponsored by the 
University's Department of 
Humanities and Social Sci¬ 
ences. and Al Urdun Al Jadid 
Research Center, details ele¬ 
ments of Jordanian social 
development, its history and 
ihe possibilities for its future, 
in a round-robin series. of 
panel discussions. 

Participants include Amcri- 
can professors Laurie Brand. 
Richard Antoun, and Michael 
Fischbach as well as a number 
of respected scholars from 
local universities. The range 
of topics centers around the 
- inter-relationship between 
family, and society in the !9th 


eentury, the establishment of 
the Jordanian state, the arts and 
sodal history, and the ways in 
Which democratization affects 
local identity and public space: 

The discussions are sched¬ 
uled to take place in The . audi¬ 
torium of the Administration 
Building at the University of 
Jordan. 

Registration .for the three- 
day event begins at 8:30 am. 

24 March. Discussions begin 
immediately thereafter and 
continue to 6:00 pm. Meetings 
over the next two . days are 
scheduled to run from 9:00 am 
through 4:30 pm. Restaurant 
dinners in and-amund Amman 
are currently, heing arranged-£ 
and there will be an everting.'** 
entertainment at -the comple¬ 
tion of the conference on 26 „ 
March. ■ 
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An unconventional 

report on Jordanian 
n tviews edited 

°y Marwan Al Asmar 


■ Era* 

P°r*"$ Iraq'isfrom r^”* rcportslt at i t is de- 

goinson has been strSuTuslv Sli^ 1 P™*® is 
TOe Secreiary-GenenU nf & 1 ?™*!? officials. 


Kingdom have the righuorS** Ira{ ! i visitOT *enuring the 
hody should interfere in ** count Ty and no- 

special humanitarian fc'*SSS“ accounl °f Mr 
m,Ul *■ ■» 

Detained freed 

oftbe 'asi Ma’an riots 

now om y seven stT> SB? 

Refused 

" llVal^^nf^^ is still 

has refused entry into uie^L^of » £Sfj £™'*** 
The reason given was the fn™ .hii ,*! JO r°°, “°m IsraeL 
history and rivilfeajfo* mTbuS aFt^^^E *? b 
partmem. is quite frank. h- hJ£i£i I?;,^ ' ** U« ■ De- 
[ the entry of the boots i«t h -«li ™ a f ^ le , dec,s *on to refuse 
the fact that they camefnm?? ®!L le ^ bases ™d not on 
Ai Bilad wee&^Xr f ^;« l ^ ular c ? urm T- He told 
law which swtes that S?'- 15 Su ^ ea t0 

negative are to *“ ^ 

Deputy walkout 

■■■■ 

aTSw® the ,j5 a ? t **“1 Lower House speaker Saad^Hayel 
AI Sroor wouldn’t allow them to speakootoe vte! £KE ' 

“tsars- • ,o ^ V; 

the deputies, who saw it ^ *’.•'.•'•■• 

as unprecedented in the 
history of relations be¬ 
tween Jordan and Israel, 

What angered the depu¬ 
ties—led by people like 
Abdallah AI Akailefa, Na- 
zih Amarin, Nashat Ha- 
mameh and Mohammad 
AI Azaydeh—was the 
fact that die visit was giv¬ 
en a parliamentary aura. 

TTiey also added that.die 
visit was against the iradir 
tions and die conventions 

of the Lower House, say- AI Smnr . .•■■ ; I f 

mg that such a step was ... Ai r mar • . • "o - I I 

“normalization : 4J» •> r' v ' - “ ■ 4 j 

name of the'Lower'Hoosfc.". F 7-'. ' i ■ 





• S ^ sl ^’ s ihgnamesTVere on the ; vKit^ s J^tf .hjl'i* V" 
H"** B^nv Hadaffitii p Abu A! RagteCsaSf% ' 
Uiasawneh. Nawof AlKfaawaJdeh. Abdallah AI Ja*i. Nay- 
ef Moullah and Zeyad AI Shwdkk As a footnote, to the ' 
visit, Hadadm's membership in his Democratic Unionist • 
Party was frozen: ■; •• _ v -• ^ 

Another killing .' v: ; 

H A lady living in the Hashimi area of Amman was killed 
by an unidentified assaifenL Described as * vicious attack, 
she was stabbed in various pans of her body. Police later 
said the lady was slabbed three times in the back; for times 
in the chest, 1 three limes in the waist and once each in the " 
neck and right arm. It is believed that fee motive-for die ai- -•■ 
tack was theft.' " .- • . 1 ' r 

Skirmish in Mafraq 

■ Four smugglers were killed, and one police man and sev- - • 
en people injured during a shoot-out in the the-Mafraq re¬ 
gion this week. Official sources say a unit of the Badia ben¬ 
der patrol was fired upon by people involved in smuggling. 
During a fire exchange two of the smugglers were killed. : 
and a policeman injured. Later, during the burial in Umm 
AI Jamal, the police station was subjected to. another round 
of shooting. In the ensuing gun battle, two of the suspected 
smugglers were killed, and seven innocent bystanders were 
injured. The incident is under investigation, ' 

Information Ministry gets new 
secretary general 

■ There ore several recent changes in the official media. 
Ihsan Ramzi will become Secretary General of the Ministry 
of Information, NasserJoudeh will take his place as head 
of 1 he Radio and Television Corp. Mr Joudeh was formerly, 
head of Jordon Television. 

1st lawsuit of its kind . 

■I The Press and Publications Dept has filed a suit against a - 
foreign corespondent working for the London-based AI. 
Quds Ai Arabi. The first case of its kind. Bassam Badrin is 
being taken to court for publishing articles drat the PDD 
says, distorts the "image arid dignity of Jordan and harms 
lies"between Jordan and friendly countries." 

Princess stresses role of social 
development 

■ The First National Conference for Social Services was 
opened by HRH Princess Basma earlier this week. She told . 
participants that it is essential to eliminate poverty in Jor- ' 
dan by adopting a comprehensive strategy to remove all so¬ 
cial and economic distortions that create the phenomenon.- -' 
She said that the emphasis should be on developing the na¬ 
tion's under-privileged areas. Princess Basma was speak- • 
ing on behalf of His Majesty King Hussein. . • 


By a Star Staff Writer 
f JUST ONE more headache to 
worry about. It’s as if the 
region needs to increase its 
adrenalin levels at a time, when 
tensions are already heightened 
by a flagging peace process 
and a worsening economic situ-, 
ation. The issue of military alli¬ 
ances in general, including the 
' recent joint militaiy maneu- 
. wers-T<uid, Jordan’s role in 
them—-is one that the. govern¬ 
ment is keen on playing down. 

-- Minister-of Foreign Affairs 
Dr Jawad AI Anani was hoping 
to do just that jast week in an 
interview with Lebanese LBC 
TV. He said the issue of recent 
[- naval maneuvers in the Medi¬ 
terranean in which Jordan par¬ 
ticipated as. anobserver was 
. blown opt of all proportion. 
rrJcttdan’s participation in the 
maneuvers, has teen a source 
wT political embarrassment. 
.The January maneuvers, code-. 
named ’’Reliant Memiaid." 
between TUrkey. Israel and the 

>■ US created a wave of anger in 
■ the Arab woirtd, particularly in' 
Syria and Egypt Immediately ‘ 
aftwwards there was. talk of a 
Syrian initiative involving Tran 
and Russia to hold similar mili¬ 
tary exercises in the region. 

- Speaking on LBC. Dr Anani 


i|!v 4 


Anani 

said ihcre was absolutely no 
need for accusations levelled at 
Jordan for its participation as 
an observer. He said. "Damas¬ 
cus never asked us about the 
nature of the participation yet 
was quick to point fingers." 

This was the case riot only 
with Syria: but with others. 
Political commentators were 
quick 10 criticize the initiative, 
arguing «har it would be a 
grave threat to Arab security. 
Syria, whose relations with 
Turkey are already tense, 
believed that the maneuvres 
were aimed against it. 

Some saw the military 
maneuvers as- returning the 
region to an era of polariza- 


j tions similar to that of the 

IP50.S. ccrlainlv a view 
, adopted hy such well-known 

military analysis as Mashhour 
Hadeeihn. who at the time said 
that “the natural reaction would 
be to have a compatible alli¬ 
ance 10 face the latest chal¬ 
lenges." ic. an alliance or Tur¬ 
key. Israel and the US. 

But according to Dr Anani. 
the issue is much more basic. It 
is "the absence of dialogue 
between Arab capitals [that 
always} leads us to 
disillusionment." 

He added lhaj what is 
needed today is "the establish¬ 
ment of a center for conflict 
resolution in the region in light- 
°t the absence of any docu¬ 
mentation of opinion, an 
absence that currently domi¬ 
nates relations between Arab 
stoics." For example, an Arab 
r summit that would he attended 
t by all Arab leaders, and whose 
objective wouldn't necessarily 
he the resolution of all out¬ 
standing issues between Arab 
countries, would he a step in 
ihe right direction. 

But again analysts see a 
sticking point in this. The alli¬ 
ances in the region—the ’hloc' 
nature of their formations—is 
just one element. Labib Kam- 
hawi gives an overall view. 


“It is dear that ihe peace pro¬ 
cess launched after the last 
Gulf War was also accompa¬ 
nied by a new outlook, a 
regional outlook that the Israe¬ 
lis called the new Middle East. 
It was obvious that there was a 
move toward formulating alli¬ 
ances that would exclude. 100 
percent exclusively Arab alli¬ 
ances by introducing a non- 
Arab element in all cases." 

He added (hat “Israel was 
designed to be a part of this. 
Turkey was designed to be a 
part of this," pointing out that 
there are many other regional 
military alliances under 
discussion." 

He noted that this develop¬ 
ment is worrisome for the 
region, especially in that there 
seems to be the beginnings of a 
foreign strategy that is aimed at 
encircling the important centers 
in the Arab world, namely 
Syria. Iraq, Egypt and. to a 
lesser extent. Saudi Arabia. 
Talking about Israel on one 
side and Turkey on the other, 
the analyst believes that the 
Turkish-lsraeJi-US alliance 
■'would encircle Syria. Lebanon 
and Jordan within the frame¬ 
work of that alliance." ■ 


Flavor of Spain in Amman 


By Natasha Twal 

Special io. The Star 

. . CULTURAL*CENTERS play 
a pivotal role in-transmitting 
the cultures of nations. These 
are introduced in such a way 
that they "can be grasped by 
people from all walks of life. 

One of the more active in 
Amman is the Spanish Cultu¬ 
ral Center ‘Institute Cer¬ 
vantes.' Taking its name from 
the Spanish writer. 

_ Miguel Cervantes, the cen¬ 
ter was established in 1991: 
and Lola Infantes, is its cur¬ 
rent director. 

In addition to teaching 
Spanish, the center seeks to 
introduce some of the distin¬ 
guishing features of Spanish 
culture including films, plays., 
cultural conferences, and. 
most recently, a unique course . 
in traditional Spanish dance to 
Jordanian society. 

Sevillanas is believed-to he 
an old dance (seguidilla). 
Although not originally from 
Seville, as the name suggests, 
it is most often performed in 
that town. Over-the-yean the 
dance has become very popu¬ 
lar, is performed by couples 
of all ages, and .is especially 


danced hy girls in colorful 
costumes during the town’s 
annual festival. 

"La Fria de Ahril" is u fes¬ 
tival that is usually held in 
Seville during April and is 
certainly one of the biggest. 
Young couples have, the 
opportunity to court, while 
the older people and children 
focus on just having fun. 

It. is a typically Spanish 
affair. The family- usually 
goes together to enjoy the fes¬ 
tivities and often stay till the 
early hours of the morning. 
The festival itself is highly 
structured and has a definite 
form: each of the four sevilta- 
nas contains .its own three 
verses fcoplas). The guitar 
sets the mood with an intro¬ 
ductory rhythmic section and 
then the singer begins u short 
introduction called “salida" ( 
to signal the beginning of the 
first verse. 

The verses that follow are 
fixed, so everyone knows 
when to stop. This traditional 
dance is about romance, and 


its main theme revolves 
around a love story that is 
divided into four parts. In the 
first dance Lhe loves story 
comes to life as the couple get 
to know each other Tor the 
first time. 

The climax of the story 
takes place in the second 
dance when,, the two fall in 
love. This is followed hy the 
final scene. An anti-climax of 
sorts, the scene is dramatic 
when relations between the 
two turn into a lovers tiff. 
However, in the end. the cou¬ 
ples reconcile, and as all good 
endings, they live happily 
ever after. 

Today the dance is not 
confined only to the town of 
Seville, but has made its way 
to discos. Joaquin Cortes. 
Antonio Canales. Cristina 
Hoyos. Carlos Saura. are 
striking examples nf famous 
Spanish dancers who have 
brought sevillanas to 
prominence. 

The a evil hums course lasts 
for 13 weeks, said Joaquin 


Calvo De Los Samos, a Sevii- 
lanas teacher at the center and 
a Spanish professor at the AI 
Isra' University. He explained 
that the difference between 
sex'illanas and jlamcnco is 
that while the first is routinely 
confined to Seville, flamenco 
is a genuine traditional dance 
whose fathers were Gypsies 
who came from India and set¬ 
tled in the southern part of the 
Iberian peninsula. Mr Los 
Samos enthusiastically added 
that he will try his best to 
start another course after this 
one ends, introducing the 
glamour of Seville, the coun¬ 
try where he himself comes 
from. 

The Spanish Center doesn't 
slop there, but it encourages 
the spread of its traditional 
folklore by bringing to Jordan 
some of Spain's famous danc¬ 
ers and talented musicians. 
One example of this is the 
concert held last month by the 
Spanish flamenco guitarist 
Manuel Granados. ■ 



to Brtti shFoJ'gn Minister !^l 

•son, who met with .the British minister upon his arrival in J* eace P rocess WI th the Palestinians back on track. Prince Has- 

areOS WOuH ^****5^ th^ea^^clsT° f * said that recent vi°- 

jomtij, a knowledge base of what exactly is happening in ** cruc ™Uy important that we aU develop 

pie proy the Crown Prince said. Mr Cook^U thJjord^i towa rds jhe forthcoming phase ofrede- 

acknowledge and respect the essential rote played by His Maiestv ^ttSno 11™ m H p ° r ? am roIe m the peace process and “we 
put the peace process back on track. ” * (hlng Hu ^ui) m securing the Hebron agreement that 

Military maneuvers and alliances: 

Anani presents Jordan’s case 


Lockerbie and the Annan-Iraq deal 

Mr Hussein Mjjali. president of 
the Lawyers Association, tackled the decision by the Inter 
national Court of Justice relating to the "Lockerbie issue ", 
and the case dint was filed by Libya aearnst the US and Brit¬ 
ain lor imposing economic sanctions on that enumrv The 
^0 countnes are accusing two Libyans of plaminc a plastic 
52? 3 PanAm flight that exploded in mid-afr over the 

X* ,^ k ^5 ,e ' L S . COEland md kiIlcd mo « than 200 peo¬ 
ple in 1988. The higher international hndv decided last 
month that the Lockerbie ease does lie within its 
jurisdiction. 

Mr Mjjali reviewed the development* of the incident: 

* The families of victims of ihe American airline arc 
now calling for compensation, and are encouraged hv the 
results or the mvesugauon thru pur the blame on Pan Am fur 
not warning passengers of threats of fpossible 1 terrorist 

uCiion, 

Investigations disclosed that the airline company had 
received threats and was billy aware of their consequences. 

■ Accordingly, a court decision at Columbia. US. was 
taken in November 1997 accusing two Libyans of plant ins 
explosive materials on the airplane. America. Enuland and 
tirancc released a joint statement in November 1991 
demanding that the Libyan government hand over the “sus¬ 
pects and provide compensation. 

■ Libya rejected the demand, arguing that under inrarn.i- 
nonal law it is not obliged to surrender iis citizen* to an\ 

tnaL However, die ihree states have since 
accused Libya—because ol us rejection—or suppnrlinu icr- 
ronsm and threatening international peace and security* 

So. they resorted to the Security Council which issued iis 

nun,ber '31 in January 1992 demandin': that 
Libya cooperate in fighting terrorism. 

wem m b ?h7?' l I W1 ^- lhe ^' la,mS Jnd ,hc W-'luiMW. rhen 
went 10 the International Court of Justice, in March |W*» 

with the demand that the court lake a decision on h.mdin« 
them ° f ,hC aCCUSed and nominak ' *' S'Prciai court in 1 ™ 

lh / I5 C staIC * 0 PP 0 ^d any attempt made hv the 
International Court—the judicial arm of ihe United 

rnl n rr and aea,n U,c >', were ^ 10 force the Security 
Council to approve resolution 748. in March |«W? and 
impose economic sanctions on Libya. 

MjjaM said that the decision wi hv ihe hiehcM huJv in 
he world, emphasizing that the complaint hy Libya against 
,n F.. u “ a " d Britain concerning the Lockerbie'case lies 
wrihin ils framework of authority. 

, J¥rw < 5 Cifcion coincidc d with the deal agreed hv Iraq 

7S. L,I JSecretary General Kofi Annan to end the inspection 
crisis. Mjjali argues that the Lockerbie decision and the UN- 
'raq deal share a common factor that "empowers" die will 
ot the international community against the power of mad¬ 
ness. Also. such a role is not welcomed h\ the US and 
Britain. 

The decision made hy the Court confirmed that there is 
still an international community that acts independently . 
from the domination of the Americans and away from the 
influence of other member countries in the UN. 

If the judge in either case abandons prejudice and abides : 
by conceptsi of neutrality and justice, then he w ill come out 
wuh a fair decision free from the influence of anv power. 

Mr Mjalli concludes hy stressing that such a decision 
unveiled the fake mask of the American leadership’s Icais- " 
ration and unveils the unjust sanctions imposed on Libya 
thus all Arab countries should take the initiative to do their 
utmost 10 lift sanctions against Iraq and Libya in Ihe name 
or pan-Arab legitimacy and in reliance on the coasiitutions 
of Arab countries. ■ 


Original Lithographs by David Roberts. 
Views of Jerusalem, Petra. Lebanon 
and Holy Land. Also 19th century 
engravings by WH Bartlett 
For information cal Telefax: 5664805 






Baghdad: daily life a daunting business 


Continued from page 1 

Grandfather clocks, water 
pipes, antique samovars, brass 
decanters and a sparrow in a 
case tire the sparse decor of the 
Skihbantiar. There arc no back¬ 
gammon tables .or. decks of 
cauls. Since the 1920s. men of 
letters have come here: now. a 
dying breed of wild-eyed chroni¬ 
clers tracing Iraqi tribes read 
ln*m handwritten hooks lo. a 
captive clientele, holding on to 
us own place in lime. 

The .vast city around is full of 
contr.LM and paradox, half- 
modernized and hall-antiquated, 
a place of flat roof's and blue- 
domed rniniucLs. imposing mon¬ 
uments and squalid streets, A 
now forest of antennae and satel¬ 
lite di.sfics—part of what some 
people mx os j tool aloe opening 


to information from the outside 
world-holds up the sky over 
lanes still coursed fry mule- 
' drawn darts and beggars limp¬ 
ing past open sewers. 

The sanctions, which deny 
Iraq its major source of 
income—the sale of its oil 
reserves, now sold only in lim¬ 
ited amounts, under UN super¬ 
vision, to "pay for critical neces¬ 
sities like food.and medicine-^ 
have left Baghdad's infnBtroc- 
lure wanting- For repairs - and 

modernization. 

Iraqis talk often about what 
they once had and now have 
lost. They know better than to 
wonder aloud whether the 
responsible party is the western 
alliance bent on punishing Iraq, 
or Saddam Hussein himself. 

But the rise and fell of civili¬ 


zation in Mesopotamia due to 
wars, foreign domination and 
cultural decay is not a new 
theme in this land, where his- 
tory stretches' back to the dawn 
of civilization itself. In AI Mirta- 
nabbi souk, as he has for 40 
■yeans. Shaieri the bookseller 
continues .to^^ shout the words of 
the lOth-eehnir/ poet. 

"Tfie stallions, the night and 
the desert recognize.me. and so 
does the sworcL ibe arrow, the 
spear and the pen." Tayyeb 
Mutanabbi said.to his assassins, 
as they-prepared tb.kiH .him. **I 
am the one.whose literature was. 
sighted . by blind -men. and 
whose words resonated with the 
deaf, and rnurh'. n fl 

LA Tbncs-Washingl on Post 
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Trying lo follow in her leaders' footsteps 
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mat atrosi guarantee KflBComng oaurcai cftao*. Httenrg ana eontuson , 


Our Say, 


Sharon’s insulting statements 

STATEMENTS BY Israeli Infrastructure Minister Ariel Sharon to Israeli TV 
last week on Mossad’s intention to hunt down and kill Hamas political leader 
Khaled Mish’al point not only to Sharon’s sick mind, but to an irresponsible 
and untrustworthy Israeli government as well. Jordan has every right to con¬ 
demn such threats. 

Sharon's statements were made few days after an important visit by His Roy¬ 
al Highness Crown Prince Has.san to Tel Aviv in an attempt to reconcile rela¬ 
tions between Jordan and Israel. The ties became tense when Mossad agents 
tried to assassinate Mish’al in Amman last September. 

The bungled operation testified to Israel's total disregard for its peace accord 
with Jordan. It further brought to the limelight that country's sponsorship of 
state terrorism and its continuous attempts to derail the peace process. 

As if to underscore Israel’s lack of respect of its neighbors, Sharon's impetu¬ 
ous behavior, coming only few days after his visit to Jordan, blows away any 
remaining shred of faith in the present Israeli government. 

For whether the dishonored Mossad tries to kill Mish'al in Jordan or else¬ 
where. the principle for Jordan is the same. As a Jordanian citizen, any attack 
on Mish'al is an aggression on Jordan and its sovereignty. 

But what is more" important than Mish’al's safety is the credibility of Israel 
as a slate. Sharon’s behavior is not abnormal in a government that has broken 
every promise it has made since it assumed power two years ago. Every day 
Prime Minister Netanyahu, just like Sharon. Eitan and others, prove to the 
world that, in their view, Israel is a state that is above international law. treaties 
and UN resolutions. Its treatment of the Palestinians through apartheid-like pol¬ 
icies and practices accentuates Israel’s position as a rogue state. 

What is shameful is that the United States lacks the moral courage and will to 
differentiate between its policy to protect Israel as an ally, and its uncondition¬ 
al support of unlawful Israeli practices. If it was any other country, Sharon 
would be tried as a war criminal for crimes against humanity in Lebanon dur¬ 
ing the 1982 invasion of that country. In legal terms, he is no different than 
Serbian war criminals accused of atrocities against innocent civilians. 

Sharon's statements warrant a strong reaction from Jordan. They constitute 
an insult and a threat to all Jordanians. We would not like to see our govern¬ 
ment satisfied with summoning the Israeli ambassador in Amman and handing 
him a strongly-worded protest. 

We should also be prepared for the worst. If the Mossad makes another at¬ 
tempt on Mish’al’s life, what would the Jordanian reply be? 

It is now obvious that Netanyahu and his gang are not interested in peace nr 
in improving relations with Jordan. The current Israeli government must not be 
given the benefit of the doubt any more than Dr Karadjic. ■ 


Spreading Arabic culture 


To The Editor, 

I WAS just reading the in¬ 
ternet edition of your paper, 
having stumbled upon It 
via the BBC News web- |— 
site. I enjoyed reading it j *1 
and found it very interest- \ JL 
ing. : 

l I would like to com- | 
Vnent on one of your sto- | J 
Tics. "Intellectuals angry ! \ 
Mahout heing shown on Is- : >^ 
jj-aeli TV". I realise that a j 
: 1nt people in Jordan may | gaS 
riot he happy about hav- j Sj 
ing made peace with Is- J® 
. rael. hut your report 
'Neons a strange reaction to 
me. If Jordanian TV pro¬ 
grams are shown in Israel, it is 
•surely .spreading Jordanian 
'and Arabic culture to Israel, 


just as one could say that the 
number of TV programs we all 
get from the USA helps spread 
American culture. 

I do not see how- anvone 


The 


Star 

Jordan 1 * po Wc ai, e co nomic 
and cutturaf wn ak fy 


can say that showing your 
programs in Israel is an at¬ 
tempt to impose Israeli cul¬ 
ture on Jordan. Logically, it 
seems exactly the other way 
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The calm before 
the storm 


By Christian Doumit 

THE STAND-OFF between the US and 
Iraq has reached a poim of no return. 
Despite the latest deal brokered by UN 
Secretary General Kofi Annan, another 
crisis over arms inspection and the lift¬ 
ing of UN sanctions will erupt within 
months, if not weeks. Then, a combined 
US-British attack against Iraq could oc¬ 
cur—wilhout even a debate involving 
the other permanent members of the UN 
Security Council. Whether or not it is 
declared openly, a most important ob¬ 
jective of the attack would be to remove 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein from 
his leadership position. Meanwhile, the 
US continues its troop build-up in the 
Gulf to consolidate its offensive capa¬ 
bilities. 

In the US. many influential figures 
and political commentators have con¬ 
cluded that an attack on Iraq is inevita¬ 
ble. According to an article in the Inter¬ 
national Herald Tribune of 28 February 
1998. Jim Hoagland wrote that Presi¬ 
dent Clinton and Saddam "are on irrec¬ 
oncilable paths" and that “showdown is 
still in come.” Former Secretary of State 
James Baker, wants the Clinton Admin¬ 
istration to launch Desert Storm II 
against Saddam. He wrote in a 28 Feb¬ 
ruary article in the 'Tribune' that Clin¬ 
ton should make it dear to the US Con¬ 
gress. the American public, and Iraq 
that "the next time Saddam does not 
comply with agreements...we will react 
with force. The force wc use will he 
sustained and substantiai. Our reaction 
will not be preceded by months (or even 
weeks or days) of necotiations...Wc will 
use that force unilaterally if necessary." 
He did not. however, say what the use 
of force would achieve in Iraq. 

in the meantime. France. Russia and 
China are hecoming increasingly suspi¬ 
cious that the goal of the US and Britain 
is to get control of the Iraqi oil sector in 
a post-Saddam scenario. 

These countries have reached nil de¬ 
velopment deals with Iraq, to be imple¬ 
mented as .soon as the sanctions arc lift¬ 
ed. and they do not want to sec this 
opportunity jeopardized. Each of these 
countries now says a strike against Iraq 
cannot be launched without consulting 
the Security Council. The US and Brit¬ 
ain maintain this can be done, in light of 
the UN Resolution of 2 March 1998. 
which warns Iraq of ihc " severest con¬ 
sequences" if it once again blocks the 
activities of the UN inspectors. 









i r**.&-* 


Therefore, no matter how- much the 
Iraqis cooperate with UNSCOM to avert 
a military strike, there is no guarantee 
that the sanctions will be lifted as there 
is no shortage of pretexts to keep them 
on. In Washington. State Department 
spokesman James Rubin said the release 
of 000 Kuwaiti prisoners of war held in 
Iraq was a precondition for the end to 
UN sanctions on Baghdad. Those re¬ 
leases arc required by UN Security 
Council resolutions with which Iraq 
must comply to get international sanc¬ 
tions lifted, he said, adding, “the Iraqi 
regime has resorted to obstructionism 
and blatant denial to frustrate interna¬ 
tional diplomatic efforts to resolve the 
fate of the missing POWs. 

The chance of a change in attitude by 
Iraq towards the US is unlikely, nor is 
Ihc US likely to agree to a full lifting of 
Ihc UN embargo if the Ba'athist struc¬ 
ture remains in control of Iraq. A call 
by Hi?. Majesty King Hussein for a di¬ 
rect dialogue between the US and Iraq 
has been rejected by the Americans. 

For their part, a critical factor worry¬ 
ing GCC states is the question of who 


will pay for a future attack on Iraq. 
None of these countries want to take on 
a multi-billion dollar burden at a time 
when falling oil prices are set to hit 
their economies. The main instinct of 
regimes allied to the US is to assure 
their own survival. US policy in the re¬ 
gion. especially the perceived double 
standards in its treatment of Arabs and 
Israelis, has weakened them while 
strengthening their opponents among 
radical Islamic groups throughout the 
Middle East. 

This has benefited Iran, which has 
been implementing a careful diplomacy 
to rebuild ties with , the GCC countries. 
Former Iranian President Rafsanjani 
made a long visit to Saudi Arabia In late 
February during which he met King 
Fahd—an honor which was not accord¬ 
ed to Secretary Albright during her 
"Grand Imploring Tour” to Riyadh and 
other Gulf capitals to seek support for 
military action against Iraq. ■ 

The writer is an energy consultant 
based in Amman 


Under the skin of 
new South Africa 


round. It is the same as me 
saying that we are exporting 
our culture somehow by see¬ 
ing lots of American pro¬ 
grams here. 

_ I believe you should 

] celebrate this op port uni- 
I j ty for Israelis to learn 
1 j more about Arabs from 
! your point of view (not 
; to mention the benefits 
■ J to Israeli Arabs and Pal- 
c '< estinians). 

The only real issue in 
'! your report is that the 
) people mentioned were 

_■ not consulted before the 

Jordanian production 
company sold the programs 
to Israel. 

Regards, 

Martin Davies. England 
MDa vies @>sof twrighLco.uk 


By Jeremy Gavron 

AS LITERARY chronicler of 
apartheid. Nadine Gordimcr 
never vhied from the complex¬ 
ities of the old Snuth Africa: 
now. in The House Cun. she 
slips beneath the skin of the 
new South Africa with equal 
sensitivity to ns ironies and 
poignancies. 

Hamid and Claudia Lingurd 
arc typical English-speaking 
white South Africans: liberal 
.is a doctor she lays healing 
hands on black bodies.but un¬ 
political. un involved. They 
have managed to lead their 
iiwithout reference to the 
violence and conflict in their 
country "None of it had any¬ 
thing to Jo with them." But 
then one d:;> their son is ar¬ 
rested ror murder, it is not a 
poiULv.i act Duncan hjs killed 
another white man over a 
wom.iT! by; it forces the Lin- 
gards to emerge Irom the "se¬ 
curity. monitored compound" 
the> h:r.c imucd into from 
(heir own mental compound. 

The death penalty remains 
•>n 'he statute books, and 
while his son awaits trial. Ha- 
r.:IJ finds himself silling in 
court with the families of two 
black murderers whose eiforts 
to escape execution has be¬ 
come .1 test case. Duncan has 
himself appointed a black ud- 
•■ocate. Hamilton Moisnm.ii. 
nnj s!ou|\. ineptly. Hamid 
.tn-J Claudia hu'.c to come to 
'em- wi:|-, "this stranger from 
the other side of the divided 
p.;-t They are in his pink* 
painted hkicK hands " While it 
explores the politics and vio¬ 
lence i»f the new South Africa 
the world in which a house¬ 
hold pf young men Jcel the 
need to rtixc a gun lying 
around “like .1 house cat”. The 
H,'u\c G:ir, grips the intelli¬ 
gence vi el I as the imagina¬ 
tion. The inversions of the 
rj.s? are particular!} revealing: 
Humid and Claudia stiffly at¬ 
tending an otherwise black 
patty at Motsamui's house: 
Morsnm.it earing more lor the 
ease, the cause, than his client. 
Bu: Gordimcr nc-cr slips into 
e.rsv point-scoring; ir: her 
world nothing is black and 
w Kite. 

Ir.crirablv. though, as the 
trial draws on. the str»rv turns 


more to the personal, lo love, 
betrayal, families ordinary hu¬ 
man ulTuio. that might as well 
take place in South Shields as 
South Africa. Then Gordim- 
er’s writing becomes more or¬ 
dinary ton a boxer shadow 
boxing outside the ring. 

There is something of New- 
Labour in the new South Afri¬ 
ca: an Oprah-csquc soul¬ 
baring. a strangling political 
correctness. dSordimer has 
written wilhout apology from 
all sides of the race divide, but 
in an author’s note to Dance 
With a Poor Man’s Daughter. 
Pamela Jooste feels the need 
to explain at length her imper¬ 
tinence at writing from a col¬ 
oured point of view. Joosle's 
heart is clearly in the right 
place and her story a nostalgic 
portrait nf the coloured areas 
of Cape Town that were van¬ 
ished by the Group Areas Act 
in the 1950s is full of authen¬ 
tic details and colourful char¬ 
acters. But somehow this first 
novel fails to come alive. 

The old South Africa hyp¬ 
notised us because the repres¬ 
sion w.is whiie-infllctcd: in 


rm 


black Africa tyranny has to be 
far more terrible and usually 
outlandish as well to catch our 
attention. More people were 
slaughtered in Uganda under 
Milton Obote. but it is Idi 
Amin’s regime we all know 
about. 

Giles Foden’s first novel. 
The Last King of Scotland, is 
the story of Nicholas Corri¬ 
gan. a young Scottish doctor 
who bandages Amin's wrist 
after a car accident and is ap¬ 
pointed the president's person¬ 
al physician. At first. Garrigan 
is amused and flattered ~bv 
Amin; later he comes to see 
the full horror but cannot 
break free from bis employ¬ 
er's grip, and remains to the 
brutal end. 

Foden is a fine writer and a 
keen observer of life. A shot 
cow crumpling "like someone 
who has had to sit down be¬ 
cause they’ve been told some 
really bad news" is one of 
dozens of such gems. He 
knows his Uganda, too. and 
the early parts of the book in 
particular add up to a potted 
but often fascinating picture of 


the country: Its diseases, histo¬ 
ry. the origins of its names, 
the uses of its bananas (roof¬ 
ing. clothes, poultices, vine¬ 
gar, packing material for guns 
and bodies.) 

The diversions, though, 
make for smoother travelling 
than the rodder main story. 
Foden’s portrait of Amin is al¬ 
ways lively and there are some 
wonderful moments, such as 
when Garrigan is pulling a 
baseball bat against Amin's 
belly to relieve his wind and 
the two men's ears meet: 
“What auricular secrets passed 
between us in that moment. I 
wonder now. what primeval 
tympanic drumbeats?” 

But what was extraordinary 
about Amin’s murderous buf¬ 
foonery was that it was real: 
make him even partially fic¬ 
tional and he becomes a car¬ 
toon character. Truth may not 
be stranger than fiction, but in 
Uganda it was strange enough. 
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Communicating 
with our youth 

DUE TO tire burdens of 
life, and various profes¬ 
sional reasons, we have 
been somewhat detached 
from the issues that con-. 

cents our youth. Like many 

of our own generation, we 
took plenty of things for 
gran tod as a consequence.' 
However, with a little ef¬ 
fort and through the medi¬ 
um of computer communi¬ 
cation. a totally new world 
has emerged on the scene j 
that how necessitates odr I 
urgent attention.. . • 1 

If is striking to exchange 
views and ideas with a gen- I 
eration that has grown op 1 
with the idea of parliamen¬ 
tary democracy and free¬ 
dom of expression, a gen- j 
eration that has readied j 
maturity and adulthood un- j 
der the circumstances of 
peace with Israel, but at the 
same time the humiiiatibn 
of the Iraqi people. In oth- I 
er words, a generation un- | 
familiar with our pditi- ] 
dans, thinkers! . and 
communicators. j 

The rapid qualitative j 
changes effecting the cir¬ 
cumstances of the new I 
generations do not seem to 1 
settle well in the calcuJa- [ 
lions of the policy formula-- I 
tori and decision makers. I 
Just as the newspapers are I 
the domain of our estab- J 
lushed columnists, compul- I 
er communication has be- I 
come the forum of our 1 
youth’s self-expression. I 
Although this particular I 
cross-section:of youngsters I 
may not be representative I 
in socio-economic terms I 
(they can afford computers I 
and accessories), one feels I 
that they do reflect the gen- I 
era! outlook of a whole up } 
and coming adult genera- I 
tiom': .• . . I 

To put it bluntly, one drs- I 
covert that there is a scri- I 
ous lack of communication I 
between, officialdom and I 
the young through the elec- I 
ironic medium.. With ail 1 
xhe efforts.-of promoting I 
awareness regarding civili- I 
zationaL cultural'and politi- I 
cal issues, the filtering I 
down effect is negligible. I 
The terminology used by I 
the young indicates plenty I 
of suspicion and distrust of | 
every notion available. I 
All those terms that one I 
would have thought have I 
been relegated to the ob- 1 
scure comers of history— 1 
mainly the interchangeable I 
use of Judaism and. Is- I 
rael—retain a wide amen- j 
cy in most of our writings. > 
Even the people that are I 
unconvincingly resigned to I 
the .status quo share the | 
same conspiracy theories. I 
misconceptions, and disil- I 
lusion that permeate the i 
thoughts of many other re- I 
luctant citizens. ’ 1 

-These youngsters have I 
th&Palestinian question as -I 
an integral part of their Jor- | 
danian identity. They take I 
for granted their constfru- | 
tiooaJ rights, with which I 
they are very familiar, and I 
have the courage to make I 
moral pronouncements re- I 
ganding rights and wrongs.. t 
Half-baked ideas, and im- r 
convincing justifications' t 
do not wash well with 1 
them, for let us remember J 
that they do expect moredf I 
life than the previous gen-"I 
erations. -I. 

Two major * issues . I 
emerge from this discus-. J 
sion. First, the lack' of any I . 
proper medium of comrau- J 
nication with our youth, or" I 
at least the wrong applies- 1 
tion of iL And second, fhe .1 
lack of a wide scale pro- J 
gramme and personnel ^to .4 
deal with this issue, with ‘.T 
clear objectives, and pirop- if ' 
eriy devised strategies, T 
equipped with the rteces- | 
sary knowledge and correct I 
information to counteract -J 
rumour and fallacy. ~m 
S o: we can either ignore 
the whole issue and patron-, ] 
isingly laugh at our young-. J 
stent from a Keynisian I 
premise—that we all .die J 
eventually In the long 1 liift I - 
anyway—or build a nation I 
for ourselves and our fti- I. 
hire generations, with finite I 
committmenrand belief.’; - .1 
The gap is wideningrbe- -j 
tween idois and habits, and 1 ; 
the question of our. young..;}, 
people must take into ac --1 - 
count all the changes that 4 
have affected our society- " J 
Maybe plans ought to- be :1 . 
made -to start an. open ahd 'l 
constructive dialogue .witit J. 
them, guide their energies T : 
and channel them to -the T . 
Skater good of tf»: whOle j^ 
nation. They, are thefeturer^F 
and we cannot.allow 
ftiture to slip/ away. . C^ie -T .; ’ 
thing is clean- A nhtidti-iil j -- 
never built by - 
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Business 

scene 


■ The National Portfolio 
.xraae profits estimated at 

. JD161,000 in 1997. while 

Jt suffered losses totalling 
•JD1.3 million, for *ise 
‘consecutive years, fts rev¬ 
enues reached JD 
*850,000, and its invest¬ 
ments were 44 percent in 
. the financial sector. 33% 
- J n the industrial sector, 
18% in services and 5 % 
in insurance. The volume 
:» ls securities portfolios 
; was JD 8.4 million at .the 
; end of last year. The com- 
• pany's budget was JD 9.3 
‘million in 1997 and its 
shareholders' rights, JD 
T7Q million.. The com- 
; pony, whose, capital is JD 
5 million, operates as a 
broker at Amman Finan¬ 
cial Market and asacon- 
. suluint Tor investment, 
management and. devel- 
°P*ng ’ securities • and 
' portfolios. 


■ Jordan is to host the 

12th conference of Arab 
Economists between 24 
and 25 March. Titled 
“Arab Economy Facing 
Contemporary ‘ Chal¬ 
lengesthe . veiiue is 
focusing on the chal¬ 
lenges posed by'the sec¬ 
ond miilenium and their 
impact on Arab econo¬ 
mies. Issues for discus- 
sionincludc the impact of 
globalization on the Arab 
economy, privatization 
and the neofiberalism, die . 
new worldwide system 
and challenges facing the 
Middle East region.. Par¬ 
ticipants will also high¬ 
light means and. policies 
to remove economic dis¬ 
tortions. economic reform- 
programs and their role in 
developing Arab econo¬ 
mies and the role of oil in 
second .miilenium 

economies. 

■ World Bank officials, 
agreed to provide Jordan 
with a loan agreement of- 
$55 million. This is slated 
for investment in water 
infrastructure and sewage , 
development tit Amman. L 
It is hoped that the-rpn- 
vote sectorwilt also -pan?j- 
ticipale i«stJob prtgticrs.-'H/ 

; 9 zx- 

Wt The JsliHTiitir*BaWoofao 
Devetopmerft and Jordan 
signed five loanagree- 
menis rworth -$44; 15 mil- 
linn to finance develop¬ 
ing project's in the poor _ 
areas and improve their ' 
infrastructure. Among - 
institutions benefiting, 
from this financial aid are 
the National Aid Fund., 
social and housing com- . 
filexcs included in the 
social security package, 
technical aid for the 
library of the Royal Sci- . 
cntific Society and. a loan 
for the Phosphate Mines 
Co. to enhance the. pro¬ 
ductive capacity of AI 
Sheidiyah phosphate 
mines project.. • 
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law sparks debate in 
.investment sectors 


By Ilham Sadeq 

Star Staff Writer 

ECONOMIC. AND financial 
circles are protesting the pro¬ 
posed draft law recently 
introduced by the government 
to reorganize saving funds in 
banks, companies and other 
. private institutions and pro¬ 
fessional associations: 

The first action was taken 
by the general assembly of 
the Arab Bank employees 
saving fund, which decided to 
dissolve the fund and liqui¬ 
date its assets—estimated at 
JD 30. million: Bank officials 
criticized the draft law and 
said that some articles are 
designed to frustrate employ¬ 
ees’ hopes and restrict their 
rights rn investing their 
savings. 

. In this respect, the Director 
of the Jordan National Bank, 
Mr Wasif Azai said if imple¬ 
mented, the draft law would 
lead to dissolving ail the sav¬ 
ing funds arid . would' badly- 
affect all the beneficiaries of 
these funds. 

He' pointed out that there 
should be greater reorganiza¬ 
tion in the operations of 
these funds to Improve their 
performance. 

The draft law seeks to pin 
saving funds of private estab¬ 
lishments and banks under 
the supervision of the govern¬ 
ment; public sector hinds 
would be excluded, and are 
the core of the dispute over 
the draft. Mr . Azar said that 
the supervision should fiecar- 
ried out by the funds*- general 
assemblies .and elected cqpi-: 


mittees to decide on how best 
to invest their assets. 

But government officials 
reply-that its intervention is 
designed to put an end to cor¬ 
ruption and malpractice in the 
handling of these funds. 

'But this is totally rejected. 
Mr Azar confirmed that all 
companies reject the draft law 
and said there arc already 
legal ways lo punish those 
involved in such practices. 

For his part. Minister or 
. Finance Suleiman Hafez said 
such a reaction was uncalled 
for aad unjustified.. Mr Halcz 
stresses that it is still prema¬ 
ture to pass final judgment on 
the consequence* of the draft 
law and assured that still it 
will pass through the proper 
constitutional channels.. The 
draft law shall be discussed 
by all legislative parties: the 
cabinet, and the Lower and 
Upper Houses of Parliament. 

The minister argued that 
(he aim behind the draft law is 
tq protect the rights of 
employees, stressing that 
there should be a law to con¬ 
trol funds. But why were 
public sector funds excluded? 
Mr. Hafez said that it is 
because they are subject to 
accountability and surveil¬ 
lance from the Audit Bureau. 

But such a point was not 
taken at face value. Saving 
Funds officials stress that 
there are many cases of cor¬ 
ruption in public funds as 
reported by the courts. They 
add that those involved in 
■ sucfi"- violations, whether in 
the public and private sec¬ 
tors* ahould-: be given a 


heavy penally. 

While the former law 
exempts saving funds from 
income taxes and other fees, 
the new one doesn't. This is 
another point that is the sub¬ 
ject of much criticism. 

Housing Bank Executive 
Director Mohammad Abu 
Zcid says that if approved the 
draft law could lead to a liq¬ 
uidation in ibe assets of sav¬ 
ings funds. 71m.se with sav¬ 
ings feel that their savings 
will decline when nihcr taxes 
and fees are imposed, and 
thus the main objective 
behind establishing them will 
he negatively aficcicd. 

Ahu Zeid called for a pru¬ 
dent study nr the draft law to 
examine its advantages and 
disadvantages. - 

But what is critical is the 
draft's effect on the Amman 
Financial Market (AFM). 

No sooner had stock deals 
boomed a week ago in light 
of the Annan-1 raq deni, than 
share dealers* hopes faded 
away. 

The ease . of tension 
between Iraq and the US over 
the inspection crisis has cast 
its shadow on financial deal¬ 
ings and stock transactions, 
and investors were fearful to 
run the risk and waited until 
the clouds were clear. The 
last two weeks saw an active 
share of transactions, mainly 
industrial shares. 

But the draft law for sav¬ 
ings funds has strongly 
affected the AFM and a state 
of chaos and anxiety pre¬ 
vailed. Share dealers were 
afraid that some funds, which 
invest a large quantity of their 


money in AFM. would he liq¬ 
uidated . Tlic official index at 
AFM dropped about three 
ptrims alter the draft was 
proposed. 

Nasicr A I-A mad. a broker, 
called on the government to 
show flexibility and be lenient 
in consulting concerned par¬ 
lies to review the draft law. 

AI Amad wondered about the 
timing or the draft law. jnd 
why the government is deter¬ 
mined to introduce outside 
legislation without determin¬ 
ing whether or not they arc 
adequate for the country’ 

Some pessimists argue that 
the International Mnneurs 
Fund iIMFi is behind it ail. 
They say that we are assured 
by officials that the economic 
reform program launched in 
the Kingdom since 1 1 >X9 and 
expected to end this sear, is 
coming in an end and that we 
will have to hear further bur¬ 
dens as long as we let outsid¬ 
ers plan for us or impose their 
will on our economic 
activities. 

Another investor at AFM 
is shocked by the Iasi impact 
ol the proposed draft law on 
share dealings and warned 
that it the funds liquidate 
their assets, the prices of 
coni pant stocks will fall, 
creating a new crisis at the 
AFM. which has recently 


started to prosper. 

Other hanks' funds have a 
large investments in AFM. 
For instance the Industrial 
Development Bank's savings 
fund of JD5 million, is 
mostly invested at AFM. This 
is added to other investments 
of big companies such as the 
Phosphate. Potash, the Iordan 
Oil Refinery and others. 
Some investors wondered 
what will happen at AFM if 
savings funds of these compa¬ 
nies or hanks are dissolved. 

Howev cr. some sec room 
for optimism. 

Mohammad At-Bilbcisi. 
chairman of the National 
Portfolio and head of brokers 
at AFM. said that liquidation 
of these funds’ portfolios is 
an unlikely possibility. 

This is attributable to their 
experience in the market in 
light of a shortage of liquidity 
while there is high supply. 

"If they liquidate their port¬ 
folios they will lace consider¬ 
able losses, and this could 
prevent such action." AI Bil- 
heissi said. 

He looks at the intentions 
of some funds to liquidate 
their assets as a means in 
send a message in the govern¬ 
ment. and register their 
protest against some items in 
the suggested draft law. ■ 


Jordan, Germany pen 
new standards and 
certification agreement 


THE JORDAN InMitution for 
Standards and Metrology 
fJISMl. represented by Gen¬ 
eral Director Mr H. Saudi and 
the German Institute lor Stan¬ 
dardization (DIN), represented 
by it Director Dr H. Reihlen. 
signed ;i Cooperation Agree¬ 
ment in January 1998 in the 
fields of Standardization and 
Certification to promote (he 
development of scientific, 
technical and economic rela¬ 
tions between Jordan and Ger¬ 
many. The Agreement was ini¬ 
tialed by the German Agency 
lor Technical Cooperation 
iGTZ> MSTQ Project to estab¬ 
lish a National System for 
Metrology. Standard! zl ion. 
Testing and Quality Manage¬ 
ment l MSTQ i in Jordan in 
accordance with established 
international rules and 
regulations. 

The cooperation agreement 
covers the following areas: 

■ Organization and estab¬ 
lishment of a standardization 
system, including a public 
standards information point on 
a national level, harmonized 
with the European and the 
International Standardization 
Systems. 

■ Structure of a standardi¬ 
zation system. 

■ Implementation of 
standards. 

■ Elaboration of quality 
management systems. 

■ Elaboration and imple¬ 
mentation of a certification 
system for products, processes. 


services and quality manage¬ 
ment systems. 

The aims of this agreement 
arc: 

■ Exchange of documents 
issued hv DIN and JJSM in 
English (Standards. Catalogs. 
Newsletters, etc...) 

■ Exchange of information 

■ Meetings of key persons 
from DIN anil JISM 

■ Meetings of expens lor 
consultations regarding the 
previously harmonized issues. 

■ Mutual invitation nf 
experts to seminars, confer¬ 
ences. as well as to lectures, 
training activities, etc. 

■ Conducting advanced 
training courses lor the staff 
members in the fields of stan¬ 
dardization. certification and 
related activities. 

JiSM is looking forward to 
benefiting from the DIN expe¬ 
rience in the fields of standards 
and certification since DIN is 
one of the leading Standards 
Institutes in the world. DIN 
was loundeJ in MU7. it ini¬ 
tiates European and Interna¬ 
tional Standards. Many Ger¬ 
man Standards became 
International Standards and are 
now applied worldwide. 

The planned cooperation 
between the Standards Institu¬ 
tions of Iordan and Germany 
w ill he of importance fur both 
partners and will assist Jordan 
in complying with the relevant 
articles of the ’EU-Jordan Part¬ 
nership Agreement' signed in ■ 
Brussels on 24 November 
1997. ■ 
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opens 
Hussein Bridge 

outlet 
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British Airways announced its 
link-up with Finnair. (he latest 
step in its plans to develop a 
comprehensive European-wide 
alliance. The joint British Air- 
ways/Finnair Agreement will 
increase the quality of service 
offered to customers. 

Boh Ayling. British Air¬ 
way's Chief Executive, said: 
"With this new alliance in 
Scandinavia, coupled with the 
alliances in Germany. France 
and Poland which we have 
already established, we'll offer 
a genuinely seamless service 
right across Europe that will he 
renowned for its excellence. 
Orir strategy of building a com¬ 
prehensive European network 
provide growth and profit¬ 
ability for the airline as a whole 


HRH Prince -Abdallah Umi, 'AI. Hussein' officially 
opened the King Hussein Bridge Duty Free Shop on 
Thursday, 12 March 1998. The center is tbe first duty 
free shop to open at a bpider point in the Middle 

East. - 

The King Hussein Bridge Duty Free Center is one 
of nine duty free shops to be opened at a main border 
point in Jordan by ihe Jordanian Duty Free Co. Ltd. - 
: Tbe opening ceremony was " attended by senior 
government’officials, private sector dignitaries and 
members of the local and international media. . 

The King Hussein Bridge Duty Free Center is di¬ 
vided into three shopping areas, one for tourists in 
the court yard, the second at the Departure Lounge 

and the third in tbe Arrival .Lounge. 

The three are all fitted with shopping facilities and 
contain a wide range of high; quality duty free prod¬ 
ucts at competitive prices. 

The Jordanian Duty Free Co. Ltd is a public share¬ 
holding company; the government owns 6096 and the 

rest is owned by the private sector.- 

The company’s Chairman is Mr. Nader Thahabi 
and its General Director is Mr. Haitham AI Majali. ■ 


British Airways enters into alliance with Finnair 


into (he 21st Century. Finnair is 
u fine airline, which offers 
excellent customer service. It is 
an ideal partner." 

The British Airways/Finnair 
alliance will deliver enhanced 
service as well as new opportu¬ 
nities to earn and redeem miles 
for the frequent flyers of each 
airline. In addition, it will offer 
increased seating capacity and 
a better schedule. 

The agreement comprises 
code-sharing on u total of 15 
return flights a day between 
London and Helsinki as well as 
Stockholm, effective from 
March 1998. British Airways 
and Finnair will continue to 
compete on- . the London- 
Helsinki route. From May. an 
additional codeshare flight will 


be included on 
the Finnair ser¬ 
vice between 
Manchester. 

Stockholm and 
Helsinki. Con¬ 
necting passen¬ 
gers will enjoy 
Improved trans¬ 
fer opportuni¬ 
ties be- tween 
many cities in 
the Nordic 
region and 
Southern 
Europe. the 
Americas as well ns Africa. 

Antili Potila. Finnair's Chief 
Executive Officer, said: "Wc 
are proud to be associated with 
such an excellent 'airline as 
British Airways. Finnair's busi¬ 



ness environment has changed 
fundamentally during the last 
few years. In order to stay com¬ 
petitive wc Vccl it is important 
to offer our customers the ser¬ 
vices of a global airline.” ■ 


If you want 
financial security 
for your family, 


look to ours. 



For Asia’s ailing economies, worst 
may be yet to come 


By Keith B. Richburg 

HONG KONG—The region’s 
'currencies have largely state- 
■iiz.cd—they are far lower in 
value, hut no longer plummet¬ 
ing. Stuck markets have ended 
their downward slide, for now. 
Parliaments ;trc revising taws, 
opening op'closed economies 
and aligwfng foreigners larger 
‘chunks of iftc pie. And overseas 
firms -are already in die neigh¬ 
borhood. cautiously poking 
through the rubble in search of 
bargains. 

■_ Is the worst finally over ror 
.Southeast Asia's ailing “tiger 
’economics?-After eight months 
.'of financial turmoil, is the rc- 
8 yion now looking al recovery. 

Not quite, say economise. 
-.aiKl regional analysis. In faef. 
' most warn dial the wore* is yet 


to come. 

“The economic shoe is only 
just beginning to ML" said Da¬ 
vid Roche, chief strategist for 
the London-based group Inde-; 
pendent Strategy. For - one 
tiling, he said, the region has 
not yet experienced die major 
fall in industrial production— 
or the widespread layoffs— 
expected later in the year, par-; 
ocularly in South Korea and 
Thailand as ihey begin to im¬ 
plement the painful restructur¬ 
ing programs mandated by their 
international Monetary Fund 
bailout packages* 

-In the next three to six... 
months, we’re going to see a 
lot more Stories about corporate 
failures and bank failures, said ■ 
Andy Tan,' general managw of 
the Standard and Poor s office 
.in Singapore. ‘ThaiV a forc- 

cone conclusion." ■ 


. That was also the message of 
Thailand’s prime. minister. 
Chuan Leekpai, who said in an 
interview before • his visit to 
Washington this week, “Quite 
frankly, no, it has not passed 
yet,” 

Gloomy statistics and fore¬ 
casts seem . to confirm that 
much more trouble is ahead. In¬ 
flation is nsmg—Ate annual¬ 
ized rate in Thailand is 8.9'per- 
.cert. in South Korea it is 9.5 
percent and m Indonesia, it’s a 
whopping 32'percent. Growth 
forecasts have been shoved 
across the region, with Thai¬ 
land’s economy now expected 
to shrink by as much as 3.5 per¬ 
cent this year. - And new projec¬ 
tions-say millions more'Asians 
will be out of work thisyear. In 
Thailand alone, unemployment. 
is at IJ million and is project¬ 
ed lo rise'ia.2 million in 1998. 


One uncertain dement 
haunting the region is the out¬ 
look for China, where econo* 
mists and others fear a growth 
slowdown in the world's most 
populous nation could dramati¬ 
cally disrupt Southeast Asia's 
recovery efforts. 

While Chinese officials in¬ 
sist they can achieve 8 percent 
growth this year, down from 
8.8 percent last year, most ana¬ 
lysts believe that is optimistic. 
Last week, Chinese officials 
said foreign investment could 
drop by a third, the $40 billion 
trade surplus could evaporate, 
and millions more Chinese 
workers could face unemploy¬ 
ment Most analysis arc fore¬ 
casting growth slowing lo 4 
percent to 7 percent. ■ 
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A strong financial track record. Plus solid investment advice. 
It’s all yours when you join the Arab Bank family. Call us today 
and ask to speak to one of our Investment Executives. 
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Arab Bank 

Long-range plans yield 
stability, progress 


AMMAN I'Star)—The Arab 
Bank continues to hold a 
high rank and distinctive 
position among Jordanian 
banks, its 1997 results reflect 
its sound fiscal status and 
signals its high quality 
service. 

.Last year, it recorded a sig¬ 
nificant rise, exceeding 12.5 
percent in net profits to hit 
JD|f*7.7 million, compared 
with JD 95.7 million in 1996. 

-The Bank's chairman. Mr 
Abdul Majccd S ho man 
pointed out that such growth 
is : attributable to a 7.2 per¬ 
cent rise in overall revenues 
iri 1997. reaching JD 310.8 
million compared with JD 
2§9.8 million in 1996. 

*li was also able to control 
rises in expenditures as its 
administrative expenses were 
curtailed to JD 165.2 million 
iri 1997 compared with JD 
IJ53.7 million in the former 
yesir. 

-The rise in profits is asso¬ 
ciated viiih a 14.3 percent 
increase in shareholders' 
rights to JD 720 million, 
compared wiih JD 630 mil¬ 
lion in 1996. 

Moreover. Mr Shomnn. 
who is also the general direc¬ 
tor of the Arab Bank contin¬ 
ued that the Bank is keen to 
nqiiniam stable and sound 
financial resources by boost¬ 
ing clients’ deposits. These 
deposits amounted to JD 7.25 
htSlion by the end 

of 1997. compared ,- 

\wjih JD 6.8 billion | 

in; 1996. Also the i 

bank's lending | 

portfolio recorded 
a‘rise lo JD 4.67 I HOT 

hellion against JD ■ mML 

4*16 billion in : 'afe 

1996. ^ 

* Average ol mon¬ 
etary liquidity at 
tile Bank was about 

51.4 percent last 1 - 

year compared 
\wSth 55.7 percent in 19%. 

JThe Arab Bank group also 
recorded a nnticcahle growth 
id its net dividends w S220.8 
million in 1997 as against 
SJ97.8 million rhe year 
before. 

* Among major achieve- 
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ments of ihe Bank last year 
was the establishment of the 
Islamic International Arab 
Bank (IIABj. aL a capita! of 
JD40 million. The HAB's 
operations focus mainly on 


hanking services offered in 
accordance with the rules of 
Islamic Sharia. 

Its actual operations were 
launched earlier this year 
through four branches, and 
the I1AB is seeking to open 
other Arab and regional 




branches within the frame¬ 
work of the general strategy 
of the Arab Bank group. 

During 1997. the Arab 
Bank modernized its network 
to keep in contact with all its 
major units in the 

- 1 world. In addition 

it has enhanced its 
■ data base pro- 
jw ! grams and risk 

monitoring sys- 
fl| terns in the aim of 

00 long-term 

W planning. 

Its vice chair- 

• man. Mr K haled 
! Shoman. stressed 

• that the Arab 
- 1 Bank's participa¬ 
tion in the interna¬ 
tional banking scene gives its 
clients an opportunity to ben¬ 
efit from a wide range of 
diversified services. Such 
balanced and competitive 
involvement also enable* the 
hank to officially manage its 
liabilities and assets 24 hours 


u day. Generally speaking, 
the main objective of the 
Arab Bank is to maintain cli¬ 
ents' trust. 

Lately Lhc Bank has taken 
a decision to raise its capital 
to JD 88 million, which is 
double its former capital of 
JD 44 million. 

The Bank is also in the 
process of establishing a cen¬ 
tral treasury administration in 
London to he responsible for 
managing its assets and lia¬ 
bilities on the monetary mar¬ 
ket. thus provide clients with 
new hanking services. The 
administration will enable 
clients to manage any possi¬ 
ble financial risks in their 
operations, particularly risks 
related to fluctuations in 
interest rates and currencies. 

Also, the Bank launched 
new investment funds to pro¬ 
vide clients with opportuni¬ 
ties to invest their money 
outside the monetary market. 


THE HOUSING SANK 

AN MTEMAMMAL 0DMMEK 


The Housing Bank would like to inform the public of its relaunching as a full 
fledged commercial bank as of May 97 extending all commercial banking 
services as the rest of local. Arab and international banks . 
Whatever your banking needs are , the Housing Bank has the ability and the 
experience to accommodate them . whether private 
or commercial banking. 

Our commitment to serve customers will enable us to introduce 
new and advanced commercial banking services in Jordan and 

around the world . 





CITIZEN"INQUIRY TELEPHONE AT THE HOUSING BANK IS ( 56891 10 t 


Mergers add up to 


EDITOR’S NOTE: Bank¬ 
ing, financial stability and 
mergers are all bot topics in 
Jordan today. The Star 
talked to the Director of the 
Arab Academy for Financial 
Sciences in Amman, Dr 
Mustapha Hodieb, about 
these, and other fiscal issues 
that affect Jordan in this 
stage of its economic devel¬ 
opment. Excerpts follow: 

Can you comment on the 
Banking Scene in Jordan? 

The hanking system in Jor¬ 
dan is composed of the Cen¬ 
tral Bank. 23 commercial 
hanks (including the Housing 
Banki. three specialized 
banks, the Agricultural Credit 
Organization and other small 
exchange bureaus. 

The Central Bank has 
adopted a flexible monetary 
policy, embarked on gradual 
deregulations, and encouraged 
the consolidation of the bank¬ 
ing system through mergers 
and acquisitions. It is well- 
known for its quest toward 
monetary and banking stabili¬ 
ty. and for encouraging and 
attempting to fix free foreign 
exchange. Its sound monetary 
policy is implemented in posi¬ 
tive cooperation with the In¬ 
ternational Moneiary Fund. 

The two largest banks in 
terms of total assets and equi¬ 
ty arc the Arab Bank and the 
Housing Bank. The latter is 
both a housing and a commer¬ 
cial hank. Commercial Banks 
still concentrate on short-term 
loans for trade, industry, con¬ 
struction. tourism and other 
services. 

This does not mean that 
long-term project finance is 
not available, but its percent¬ 
age of total business loans is 
relatively small. 

Jordanian banks were able 
to implement the BIS ratios 
and some exceeded them no¬ 
ticeably. They are generally 
conservative lenders, though 
ihe hanking system was not 
immune from instances of 
bunk failures or problem 
banks. 

The Industrial Development 
Bank concentrates on interme¬ 
diate and long-term financing 
of industry on differing scales 
according to the provision of 
working capital. It holds a di¬ 


versified investment portfolio 
and engages in foreign ex¬ 
change operations. The Agri¬ 
cultural Credit Organization 
is a semi-bank, because it de¬ 
pends mostly on governmen¬ 
tal financing (both equity and 
debt) and meager deposits. 
Most of its credit extension is 
directed toward seasonal 
short-term lending. The Cit¬ 
ies and Villages Bank is an¬ 
other small scale municipal 
bank. 

The Islamic Bank of Jordan 
concentrates on the Islamic 
modes of . financing and bank 
operations. It used to be the 
only Islamic bank, but 1997 
witnessed the re-engineering 
of one acquired commercial 
bank (which faced financial 
difficulty) into . an Islamic 
Banki A third bank is also un¬ 
der establishment. 

The biggest challenge fac¬ 
ing these banks is globaliza¬ 
tion and the expected free en¬ 
try of foreign banks lo the 
local market. 

How do you view the pro¬ 
cess of bank mergers? 
Would it likely be a good 
thing and if so, how? .- 

Despite the existence of 
relatively few large-sized 
banks, the majority of Jorda¬ 
nian banks are small by inter¬ 
national standards. .Small 
scale operation does not al¬ 
low these banks to introduce 
new products and services or 
operate as efficiently as might 
be necessary. 

It seems that the Central 
Bank is convinced that the 
present number of banks is 
large and could be reduced 
through mergers and acquisi¬ 
tions. 

Many advantages may be 
realized from this, among 
which are reaping the fruits 
of economics of scale, prod¬ 
uct and service innovation, 
computerization, and better 
ability to compete with global 
banks. Cost saving, employ¬ 
ment of exports, economics ’in 
the use of reserves, enhanced 
marketing capabilities, better 
credit risk assessment, and 
improved collection tech¬ 
niques are only a few exam¬ 
ples of the benefits of bank 
mergers. Again, wider corre¬ 
spondent relationships could 


be arranged, larger loans 
could be extended with ac¬ 
ceptable equity, deposit and 
asset ratios. 

On the other hand, exten¬ 
sive bank empire building, es¬ 
pecially through holding com¬ 
panies 'could lead to 
monopolies and reduced com¬ 
petition. This danger is less¬ 
ened now because of the free 
entry of global banks and the 

keen competition chey offer 
to local bonks. 

In terms of globalization, 
is tbe banking sector pre¬ 
pared to face the challenges 
of international financial 
institutions? 

This is the biggest chal¬ 
lenge ever faced by Jordanian 
banks. They used to operate 
in a competitively safe envi¬ 
ronment. But they are going 
to face fierce competition es¬ 
pecially after the recent liber¬ 
alization of financial services 
by WTO. 

pYt(*nciv(» rf»-f»noiru»prinp is- 


required in the structure, op: 
eration. human resources, 
products, services and above 
all managerial talent and 
mentality. These banks, espe¬ 
cially when merged into larg-_ 
er units, could compete, if 
they could offer parallel ser¬ 
vices to their customers; Al-' 
though the local clientele is., 
not sophisticated, global bank 
marketing strategies could 
make their moire efficient ser¬ 
vices extremely attractive.for; 
both wholesale and retail-cus¬ 
tomers. 

Banks are advised to em¬ 
bark on an extensive scale "of 
modem skill acquisition, both 
managerial and .operational. 
This is the place of the Arab • 
Academy, through its educa¬ 
tional. training and consultan¬ 
cy. services. Those banks; 
which ore open to change and 
innovation will be tbe gainers.- 
while , those which stand be-' 
hind will lose ground in this 
highly-competitive, eyer-. 

fhsimrincr market. ■ "■ 



ALWAYS A NEW STEP FORWARD 
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New 


BRITISHBANK held a 

'^S Cep k°r rt « on Saturday J4 

a ‘ t ,he »&•« 
%?&"*!*.** occasion of 

“ r J Edwa r d s - Far's retire . 

meni, and to introduce the 

Chairman of Bri- 

S nk L Mr Andrew Dixon 
j J 1 ? e reception was 
attended by Jordanian Gov- 
ernmem Officials. Clients of 
tne Bank and BritishBank 
Executives. 

Edward Far joined British* 
Bank in 1950 and progressed ' 
through the organization 
Holding various posts. Mr FUf- 
was Deputy Chief Executive 
Onicer-Jordan from 1987- 
until February 1998. Mr Far*s 
. valuable contribution and 
*9 dedication to the Bank during 
his long career of forty-seven 
years has heen reflected in 
the Bank’s consistently posi- 
l ’ v . e ... performances. 

initially. Mr Far will main¬ 
tain his association with Bri- 
tishBank through his appoint¬ 
ment as Business Advisor to 
the Chief Executive. Officer, 
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to lead BritishBank 
new millenium 


Jordan, a role that will' nu&e 
maximum use of his wealth 

i, • - experience, 

Mr Andrew Dixon, the 
newly appointed Deputy 
Chairman of BritishBank 
^nned ■ The HongKorig and 
Shanghai Banking Coroora- 

?965 (Hon ^ ]con S B ank) ini, 

his career with the 
Bank, Mr Dixon has held a 
range.of .posts in a number of 
countries, including .* Bong 
Kong, Brunei, Singapore and 
Saudi Arabia, From 1982 
until 1987 .he was based in 
Singapore, -initially as a 
branch manager and later as 
Deputy Manager Singapore 
and. then. Chief Operating 
Officer. Mr Dixon was then 
appointed Deputy’ Managing 
Director of The Saudi British 
Bank in Riyadh, and in May 
1991 • he was promoted to 
Managing Director. 

On returning to Hong Kong 
in February 1995, he was 
appointed General Manager 
International, overseeing the 




international branch network 
of Hongkong Bank outside 
China. He 
completed the 
International 
Senior Man¬ 
agement Pro¬ 
gram at Har¬ 
vard Business 
School in 
1987. In 1996 
he .was 

appointed an 
Officer of the 
Order of the 
British Empire 
(OBE). 

Mr Dixon is 
a non¬ 

executive • 
director . of 
The Saudi 
British Bank, 

- The Cyprus 
]. 'Popular Bank. 
Middle East 
£:) ./ 
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British Bank opens branch 
in RamaUah, Palestinian 
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BRITISHBANK OFFI¬ 
CIALLY opened a branch in 
the West Barlk town of 
RamaUah, in the Palestinian 
autonomous area. The cere- 
* mony was hosted by Mr 
Andrew Dixon. Deputy 
Chairman. BritishBank under 
the auspices of President Yas¬ 
ser Arafat of the Palestine 
Autonomous Authority. Presi¬ 
dent Arafat was represented 
by Dr. Fouad Beseisso. Gov¬ 
ernor of the Palestinian Mon¬ 
etary Authority. The cere¬ 
mony was also attended by 
Mr John Pnscoe. CEO Bri- 
tishBank Jordan and Mr 
Anton Lolas. Branch 
Manager. 

Mr Dixon.- who hod trav¬ 
eled from Dubai especially 
for the ceremony, said. "1 am 
delighted Lo officially . open 
our RamaUah Branch. 
Though wc have mainlained a 
Representative Office in the 


Palestinian Autonomous area 
since 1994, the establishment 
of oar full branch means we 
will be able to provide a 
broader range of banking ser¬ 
vices to the local community. 
We look forward to partici¬ 
pating and assisting in the 
development of the local 
economy as well as providing 
international standards, prod¬ 
ucts and services to pur 
customers." 

The branch will provide a 
full range of commercial 
banking services including 
personal banking products 
such as current and savings 
accounts. term deposits, 
remittances and credit cards. 
The Branch will also offer 
personal banking customers 
the HSBC Group’s Global 
Access International ATM 
card allowing holders access 
to over 300,000 ATMs in 
more than 100 countries. 



The ceremony was fol¬ 
lowed by an evening recep¬ 
tion at the Grand Park Hotel, 
Ramallab attended by key 
Palestinian Authority officials 
and clients of BritishBank. 

BritishBank is the largest 
and most widely represented 
international bank in the Mid¬ 
dle East with 31 branches 
throughout the United Arab 
Emirates, Oman. Bahrain. 
Qatar, Jordan. Lebanon, and 
the Palestinian Autonomous 
Area, and with an offshore 
banking unit in Bahrain. This 
extensive regional coverage is 
enhanced by iui fellow HSBC 
associates Saudi BritishBank 
and Egyptian British Bank. In 
addition to its Middle Eastern 
network . the Bonk has 
branches in Mumbai and Tri¬ 
vandrum in India and Baku. 
Azerbaijan. U also has private 
banking operations in London 
arid Geneva. 

BritishBank has 

:_ been . a principal 

member of the 
HSBC Group since 
1959. ^ Headquar¬ 
tered in London 
with 130,000 staff 
in more than 
5,5000 offices in 
79 countries and 
territories and 
assets' ' of 

GBP286bn .(as of 
31 . December 

. 1997K the HSBC 
Group is one of the- 
world's leading 
bonking and finan¬ 
cial services organ* 
izarions. Other 
principal members 
of the . HSBC Group 
are HongKong 
Bank in Asia. Mid¬ 
land ... Bank in 
Europe and Marine 
Midland Bank in 
therUnited States ■ 


Finance Company Limited. 
Egyptian British Bank 
S.A.E. and British Arab 
Commercial Bank Limited. 
He is also the Chairman of 
HSBC Financial Services 


I Middle East) Limited, the 
Dubai-based regional invest¬ 
ment banking arm of the 
HSBC Group. He is married 
and has two sons and a 
daushicr. ■ 


Seminar clarifies 
credit card liability 


THE LIABILITY of banks 
dial results from the use of 
plastic cards are not regulated 
by Jordanian law. This is left 
to more general principles of 
law. mainly contract law. Be¬ 
cause of this a degree of un¬ 
certainty as to the involved 
parlies' liability remains. 

In order to clarify the 
workings of credit card liabil¬ 
ity. a seminar was organized 
last week b> the Association 

of Banks in Jordan at its neu 

premises. 

Main speaker Dr Fayyad A1 
Qudah noicd that since plastic 
cards are widely used these 
days ii is important to under¬ 
stand the nature of liability 
and insure that credit card 
transactions are properly han¬ 
dled. 

The seminar focused on is¬ 
sues relating to bank liability 
especially the recent increase 
of misuse. It was concluded 
th.n banks arc not liable in 
ATM transactions in case of 
misuse, presided they can 
prove that the card and PIN 
were given to the customer. It 
is the duty of each customer 
to keep his card safe and lo 
maintain the secrecv of its 


PIN. However, the customer 
will not he liable if the hank 
is notified of the loss of the 
card or the PIN. In credit and 
debit cards, it was noted that 
liability depends on the par¬ 
ties to the transaction. There 
are at least three such rela¬ 
tionships: til the relationship 
between the bank and the card 
holder, (ii) the relationship 
between the card issuer and 
the merchant and lim the rela¬ 
tionship between the card 


holder and the merchant. 

These relationships are reg¬ 
ulated by written agreements 
which are subject to the gen¬ 
era I principles of law. The 
main clement here is that a 
bank is bound to pay the mer¬ 
chant for the goods bought re¬ 
gardless whether the customer 
has credit in his balance, pro¬ 
vided that the merchant has 
adhered io the rules of the use 
of such a card. ■ 
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BritishBank 

are pleased to announce that their RamaUah 
office is now open to provide international 
banking services in the Palestinian 
Autonomous Area including Global 
Automated Teller Machine Service. 


BritishBank 

Jaffa Street 
P.O.Box: 2067 
RamaUah 

Palestinian Autonomous Area. 

<x> 

BritishBank 

The British Bank of the Middle East 
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West Bank simmers as 


Israeli crackdown contines 


Israel’s nuclear 
whistleblower 
solitary confinement 



4 : 




Bv Dour Struck 


HEBRON. OCCUPIED Wc*t 
Bank—Ahmed Ali clutched a 
chunk of concrete .ind cocked 
his arm to throw it at the Israeli 
troop* at the end of the block. 
Bui a Palestinian police officer 
grabbed him and shoved him 
backward to help quell the 
fourth day of clashes last 
week's shooting • Palestinian 
workers by Israeli soldiers. 

• it was only partly .successful. 
Ali. lf>. moved a few Icet away 
and hurled the block, as skir¬ 
mishes Mich .is this nne 
between Palestinian youths and 
Israeli troop-- continued. Satur¬ 
day. in Hebron and several 
other West Bank cities. There 
were scattered reports of inju¬ 
ries. none iile-thrc.iteninc. 

; A small explosion in the hus 
station in Alula, an Israeli town 
a few miles north of the West 
Bank, added to the tension. 
Israel ratlin said a 53-ycjr-old 
Israeli man was seriously hurt. 
Witnesses said they had seen 
him handling a c.udboard box 
before it exploded. Authorities 
did not identify him. 

A small bomb hist Friday 
injured four Palestinians in 
East Jerusalem. 

, More than fin people have 
been injured since the three 
workers were killed. 

Palestinian police in Hebron 
and Nablus tried to dissuade 
the youths from hurling rocks 
iind bottles of gasoline at the 
Israeli troops. They pushed 
youths wiili stones awjy from 
the troops and made no arrests. 


"These urc my orders. This is 
what I must do." said a Pales¬ 
tinian police officer, who 
declined to be named. 'The 
rocks do no good against the 
Israelis and anyway, this does 
not help the peace." 

Many of the youths look it as 
a game, eluding the police to 
launch their stones. But some 


were angry. 

'The police have weapons. 
They should use them on the 
Israelis.” complained one boy. 

In a hospital room in the Al 
Ahli Hospital in Hebron. 
Samch Bassem Karami lay as 
evidence that the skirmishes 
cun be deadly. Karami. 13. was 
shot in the forehead with n rub- 
hcr-coated metal slug. The only 
evidence of life was the weak 
blips on the monitor above his 
head, beside which his young 
friends had placed a Palestinian 
flag. Hospital officials said he 
is brain dead and will be 
removed From the respirator 
eventually. 

"He was just coming from 
school.” said his grandfather. 
Abdul Kftad Karami. "These 
stones are no match for 
weapons." 

This Saturday. Israeli troops 
lired robber-coated slugs when 
youths rushed past Palestinian 
police officers and stormed 
toward their guard posts. 
Although Israel turned over 
most of Hebron to the Palestin¬ 
ian Authority in January 1996. 
it maintains troops in the center 
of the city to guard a small 
community of Jewish settlers 
who refuse to move. 



By John Daniszewski 


A Palestinian policeman tells Israeli soldiers not to shoot on youths in Bethlehem, Saturday 


Last Friday night, the sol¬ 
diers failed to stop settlers from 
marching into a Palestinian 
area, and then fired at the Pales¬ 
tinians. including a group of 
Palestinian journalists. Eight 
journalists and six others were 
injured. 

The soldiers would not dis¬ 
cuss the matter. Their officers 


said the soldiers could not dis¬ 
tinguish reporters from the oth¬ 
ers' at night. But Connie Mus. 
president of the Foreign Press 
Association, said the reporters 
were clearly distinguishable on 
videotapes. 

Geir Furuseth. a spokesman 
for (he six-nation team of inter¬ 
national observers in Hebron. 


faulted the Israeli Army for 
allowing the settlers to get past 
them. 

"They were caught off 
guard, and in this tense situa¬ 
tion. it is simngc that they 
would allow such a thing to 
happen." he said in an inter¬ 
view in Hebron. ■ 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM _ 
For more than il years, his 
world has been limited to soli-', 
tary confinement in a maxi¬ 
mum-security Israeli prison. 

He has been .starved for 
conversation, hfs brother says, 
and his mind has wandered 
down strange alleys of con¬ 
spiracy theories and become - 
filled with paranoid thoughts- 
after being denied normal con¬ 
tact with others for so long. 

But that is changing for 
Mordcchai Vanunu. the tech¬ 
nician who revealed details of. 
Israel’s secret effort to 
develop nuclear weapons. LasL 
week, the Israeli government 
permitted Vanunu contact 
with other prisoners for the 
first time since he was arrested 
in 1986 for spilling Israel's 
nuclear secrets to the Sunday 
Times of London. 

“He was very excited. He 
felt a certain sense of free¬ 
dom.” said Avigdor Feldman. 
Vanunu’s lawyer, hours after 
the chief warden of Sbikma 
Prison in Ashkelong informed 
Vanunu of the Justice Minis¬ 
try decision. 

The easing of Vanunu's iso¬ 
lation was hailed as a victory 
by his family, his lawyer and 
human rights activists, who 
have argued for years that the 
lengthy isolation was cruel and 
unwarranted punishment. 

“The road is still long for 
us. but we’re happy that some¬ 
thing finally 



Netanyahu may be 
moving toward 
Lebanon pullout 


By John Daniszewski 


OCCUPIED IERUSALEM— 
Twenty years after the UN 
Security Council demanded 
that Israel pull all of its troops 
out of southern Lebanon "forth¬ 
with." the government of Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
appears to he getting closer to 
■ doing just that. 

In'what could be a remarka¬ 
ble initiative by Netanyahu, one 
that would end a painful chap¬ 
ter in Israel’s recent history 
while humishing his reputation 
as a peacemaker. Israel is dis¬ 
cussing hringing back its troops 
without a formal diplomatic 
accord with the Lebanese gov¬ 
ernment or its prime sponsor. 
Syria. 

So far howe-.cr. Syria and 
Lebanon remain skeptical that 
Israel real!} intends to pull out 
of Lebanon. Their advice to 
Netanyahu is: Just do it 

Infra.-tnictnrc Minister Ariel 
Sharon, the former general who 
masterminded 1 -rad's NR2 
invasion of i.entrai Lebanon, 
publicly has ,nineJ the ranks of 
those advocating a pullback. He 
was expected to present his 
.own plan to the Cabinet for 
Israel to male a phased, tinilal- 
'cral withdrawal, a.cording to 
the Mtniriv newspaper. 

"We arc ready, in stjges. 
.1 whilej monitoring the results, 
.to carry <-«u a withdrawal in 
Lebanon.” Sharon mid Israel's 
Channel 2 iclesision Saturday. 

But he warned that, if the 
withdrawal takes place. Israel 
.will hold Lebanon's govern¬ 
ment responsible for any future 
cross-border attacks by Hezbol¬ 
lah or other militia groups. He 


hinted that Israel would reserve 
the right to retaliate strongly if 
that happened. 

Two weeks ago. Netanyahu 
announced for the first "time 
that Israel is willing to with¬ 
draw its troops based on UN 
Security Council Resolution 
425-thc March 19. 1978. direc¬ 
tive telling Israel to leave Leba¬ 
non and to respect Lebanese 
borders and sovereignty. But 
Netanyahu’s offer was condi¬ 
tional: "If the Lebanese govern¬ 
ment cooperates with us in the 
establishment of appropriate 
security arrangements.” 

According to government 
officials. Israel wants assu¬ 
rances that Lebanon’s regular 
army will fill the void left when 
Israel pulls out. not the Hezbol¬ 
lah Shiite militia, the main 
group opposing Israel’s 1.500 
troops in Lebanon and the 
Southern Lebanese Army, a 
2.500-rnember pro-lsracli 
militia. 

Israel also apparently warns 
assurances that its SLA allies in 
southern Lebanon will not be 
harmed. 

Lebanon and Syria so far arc 
rejecting talks with Israel about 
jny such arrangement.s. insist¬ 
ing that Resolution 425 means 
that Israel should pull nut with¬ 
out conditions 

Lebanon and Syria have long 
insisted that Israel follow Reso¬ 
lution 425. And in the past. 
Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik 
Hariri has made public state¬ 
ments similar to wh.it Israel is 
now proposing: that the Leba¬ 
nese government would be in 
charge if Israeli troops left 
which would remove the reason 
for a nongovernmental armed 
resistance to exist. 


Addins to the diplomatic 
momentum. UN Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan is travel¬ 
ing to Lebanon this week. 
There have been reports in the 
Arab and Israeli media suggest¬ 
ing that he will bring ideas to 
bridge the gap between Israel 
on one side and Syria and Leb¬ 
anon on the other. 

One reported possibility 
would he for the UN peace¬ 
keeping force that is in place to 
coordinate a smooth and 
orderly turnover to Lebanese 
government control after the 
Israelis leave. 

French diplomats, mean¬ 
while. have indicated privately 
that France might be willing to 
offer troops to help the Leba¬ 
nese government fortify the 
border zone, if Lebanon and 
Syria eventually agree to the 
Israeli proposal. 

The motive behind Israel’s 
new initiative appears to be 
growing public dissatisfaction 
wiih the country's long-term 
presence in southern Lebanon, 
a dirty war that some consider 
to be Israel's Vietnam. 

Israeli troops entered Leba¬ 
non in 1978 to crush Palestine 
Liberation Organization guer¬ 
rillas Those guerrillas are gone. 
Hut the troops remain, now 
charged with deterring attjeks 
on Israel's northern towns and 
villages by the Iranian-hacked 
Hezbollah, which operates in 
Lebanon with Syrian consent. 

Instead of hitting at northern 
Israel, the guerrillas have made 
Israeli soldiers inside Lebanon 
their focus ■ 
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America’s business community 
hosts Egypt's stock exchange chief 


By William B. Reinckens 

US/A Sniff Writer 


Washington—The Chamber of 
Commerce of the United States 
hasted 

Sherif Wahced Raaliu. chair¬ 
man of the Egyptian Stock 
Exchange at a business-press 
luncheon on 12 March, where 
he spoke about Egypt's efforts 
to modernize its stock exchange 
and better serve domestic ami 
international investors. 

Raafat was Introduced by Dr 
Ahmed Shawki. president of the 
American Chamber of Com¬ 
merce in Egypt. 

“We arc here to tell the true 
story about Egypt's private sec¬ 
tor." he said. In 1994 the United 
States had only S300 million 
invested in Egypt; today the 
investment figure is around SI 
billion, he said. 

"Egypt today is open for busi¬ 
ness." “1997 was a turning 
point" in the investment and 


minJemizalion of Egypt’s hun- 
drcd-ycar-old stock exchange. 
Raafat said. He noted that in the 
next few weeks modem data 
links will he installed, a website 
for the stock exchange will he 
created, and a training center 
with the latest instruction in bro¬ 
kerage operation will begin 
instruction next month. AH these 
activities arc aimed al the crea- 
’ lion of a modem infrastructure 
*- .i-v* ihui Egypt cun attract invest¬ 
ment at home and abroad, he 
added. 

■Training is something that 
USAID (Agency for Interna¬ 
tional Development) can assist 
us and help us with.” said Raa- 
fat. noting that Egypt has a 
wealth of human resources to 
which to turn in making Egypt's 
modem stock exchange a 
regional magnet for investment. 

“An investor will come where 
he sees liquidity." said Raafat. 
noting that the acronym FELT 
(Fairness. Efficiency. Liquidity. 


and Timeliness) are essential 
elements in operating an interna¬ 
tional brokerage operation. 

There are 300.000 accounts 
being handled by 30 brokers 
today in Egypt Raafat said. 
"It's a cash market’’ he said, 
adding that Egypt's 

exchange does not permit 
margin buying of stocks. Inves¬ 
tors are seeing a.growih rai&af 
almost 22 percenLin Egypt; This 
placer the country in the top 15 
eiherging markets in- the world 1 
today, he said. 

“Our objective is to become 
the leading stock exchange in 
the region.” he said. Raafat 
stressed the continual need for. 
investor information so that the 
public can know about the 
opportunities that the Egyptian 
public and privare companies 
can offer investors. “We are 
building a telecommunications 
infrastructure and financial data 
center" that will expand 
throughout Egypt he added. ■ 


Vanunu 

happened," said Vanunu's 
younger brother Meir. who 
has spent most of the post 11 
years campaigning on Mortie- 
chai’s behalf. ‘This may 
shorten the road to his 
freedom." 

“I am happy for Israeli 
democracy even more than I 
am happy for him.” said Dedi 
Zucker. a member of Parlia¬ 
ment from the liberal Meretz 
Party who had visited Vanunu 
several times. 

"This solitary confinement 
was . a punishment not 
(ordered) by a court but by the 
security services.” said 
Zucker. “I think that for us, 
most of all. it was a stain on 
the state.” • 

According to Feldman. 
Vanunu declined the warden's 
offer on Thursday to be move 
in with other prisoners. He 
will remain in the same cell he 
has occupied for years but 
now will be allowed to take 
part in social activities and to 
converse with other prisoners. 

Vanunu’s cell is 9 feet by 6 
feet, with a shower and toilet 
and several shelves for books. 
Over the years, he has exer¬ 
cised by himself in an outdoor 
courtyard, with canvas sheets 
lining the area to. shield him 
from seeing anyone or from 
being seen. 

Aside from weekly, .two- . 
hour visits from his two broth¬ 
ers and the guard who brings 
food. Vanunu was been denied 
regular human contact since 
his arrest. The visits took 
place :with *a metal. screen.; 
between :..Vanumi. and - foi&. 
brothers. Meir said, and with a ’ 
guard" present on each side of 
the screen. The brothers could , 
just manage to touch finger¬ 
tips with Vanunu through the 
screen. 

Israeli authorities previ- - 
ously had insisted that 
Vanunu's isolation was neces¬ 
sary to keep him from dissem¬ 
inating sensitive information 
to anyone else. 

But David Bar-Illan. . 
spokesman for Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu, said 
Thursday that the decision to 


end the solitary confinement 
stemmed from a new assess¬ 
ment in which officials, bal¬ 
anced the potential risks to 
state security against, humani¬ 
tarian concerns For Vanunu's 
health. 

Bar-Illan denied that the 
decision had come about 
because of pressure from 
human-rights advocates. Over 
the yearn, many prominent 
people have lobbied -against 
Vanunu's ' imprisonment, 
among them playwright Har¬ 
old Pinter and actresses Susan¬ 
nah York. Julie Christie and 
Emma Thompson. 

Vanunu is the most contro¬ 
versial 'figure in-the annals of 
Israel's nuclear weapons pro¬ 
gram. He is considered a trai¬ 
tor by many Israelis for reveal¬ 
ing slate secrets . but is 
regarded as a hero of con¬ 
science by advocates of 
nuclear nonproliferation 

around the world. 

The Moroccan-born 

Vanunu. 43, look a job as a 
low-level technician at the 
secret Dimona nuclear 
research center in the Negev 
Desert in 1976 and worked 
there until 1985. ' - . - 

Ini 986. after, having been 
fired in part for political state¬ 
ments against-Israeli policies. 
Vanunu . traveled to London 
and. over the course of five 
weeks, gave interviews .to the 
Sunday Times laying out what 
he knew about the weapons 
program to nuclear experts 
contacted by the newspaper. 

He also lurried over 60 pho¬ 
tos that he had clandestinely 
taken inside the.. Dimona 
.facility. 

. The disclosures and photos 
seemed .to offer the strongest 
corroboration yet of suspi¬ 
cions that Israel had become a 
nuclear power. According to 
the experts who reviewed 
Vanunn’s material. • Israel 
could have manufactured as 
many as 200 sophisticated 
nirtlear weapons. ’■ 

Israel. has never acknowl¬ 
edged possessing nuclear 
weapons. But an Israeli 
arsenal of-as many as 100 
nuclear ..warheads is * now 
widely..presumed . to exist, 
according .to, .-.the . London- 
based Intematioinal Institute 
for Strategic Studies. 

Vanunu was lured to Rome 
in 1986 by an Israeli agent 
Vanunu has charged that he 
was drugged, .abducted and 
taken back to Israel against his 
will to face a closed-door trial 
on charges of espionage and 
betrayal of his country. - 

Vanunu was sentenced in 
.1988 to 18 years in prison. ■ 
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A return to the killing 


fields of My Lai 


Bv David Lamb 


MY LAI. Vietnam—Nearly 
three Jeej-Jcs ago. a>» a young 
reporter for United Press Inter¬ 
national. I was escorted by u 
>qu:i«J of South Vietnamese sol¬ 
diers into this Viet Cone strong¬ 
hold to check out reports that 
U S soldiers hod massacred 
hundreds of civilians. 

I suspected that the reports 
were a fabrication I had seen 
the graves in Hue. where Nnnh 
Vietnamese soldier, had buried 
3.Wi executed civilians, some 
with hands tied behind their 
backs, and i: hadn’t surprised 
me. But I didm think the Ameri¬ 
can.-. were capable of cold¬ 
blooded killing because, how- 
c. :r history may have recorded 
it. the xast majority of U.S. 
troops I had encountered were 
decent people and honorable 
yMdrcrv. 

But one by one. the peasant 
women of My Lai—most of the 
men were dead or olf fighting 
with the VC—came forward to 
tell what had happened on the 
morning of March 16.1968. 

The SO or so soldiers who 
scrambled out of Huey choppers 

at 7:30 am were from Charlie 
Company of the Urh Light 
Infantry Brigade. A men cal 
Division—later described by the 
L’.S. Army as "a ly picul cross- 
scction of American youth 
assigned to most combat units.” 
They met no armed resistance, 
and*by the time they left four 
hour, ietcr. they had killed 504 
civilians, mostly women and 
children. 

Ha Thi Gu: spike softly, 
almost maaer-ot-lhctly. on that 
Jay so long ago. never looking 
me in the eye She had heen 
herded min a ditch with 170 oth¬ 
ers ;ind had seen the soldiers 


take aim. Wounded, she sur¬ 
vived by playing dead under a 
pile of bodies. Her mother, two 
children and three brothers and 
sisters were killed. 

"Why did they do this?' she 
asked. 

I came kick to My Lai only- 
days ago. this time escorted by 
two government officials. Gui. 
now 73 and grav-haired. wears 
art eternally mournful expres¬ 
sion and speaks hardly above a 
whisper. I am sure she did not 
recognize me. although she still 
never looked me squarely in the 
eye. 

"We have, had some Ameri¬ 
cans come back.” she said, "and 
to tell you rhe truth, when I first' 
sec an American. 1 am terrified, 
i think maybe he will kilt me. 
But then after awhile it is 
alright, and I know there is no 
danger because there is no war. 

“For a long time, maybe 10 
years. 1 could do nothing except 
sit and cry. 1 lost everything. 
The days were lonely. 1 try not 
to think about the killing, but 
living here, in the middle of 
where it happened, it is not easy 
to I'nrget or he normal." 

The curator of this living 

graveyard. Nguyen Thi Thao, 
led me through the killing fields 
after telling me it would be 
appropriate io make a small pay¬ 
ment to anyone I interviewed 
and to leave a donation for the 
My Lti memorial. Than, a tall, 
elegant woman with an air of 
authority, cams S36 a month 
and makes ends meet by guard¬ 
ing the bicycles of Vietnamese 
who while away evenings on the 
beach a few* miles away. 

My Lti is different now. 
There is a twu-nxim museum 
and a monument to the victims 
and tombstones placed by the 
government that list the names 


of the dead. The ditch where 
Gui lay covered with bodies has 
been excavated to appear os it 
did 30 years ago. and there are 
women in white “aodais"—the 

traditional Umic worn over 
pants—to guide the 4.000 for¬ 
eigners and 28.000 Vietnamese 
who come to My Lai every 
year. 

“We do not do this to humili¬ 
ate the Americans.” Thao said. 
“We do it so that the Vietna¬ 
mese will not forget, so our 
schoolchildren can understand 
the suffering of their elders and 
learn from history.” 

The guides or the museum 
recounted the stoiy or My Lai in 
a straightforward fashion with¬ 
out ideological embellishment. 
But time has made their memo¬ 
ries selective. There were no 
Viet Cong in My Lai, they said, 
only peasant farmers, and when 
the'Americans came that morn¬ 
ing. they came expressly to kill 
civilians. 

Actually, this area of Quang 
Ngai province was such a 
stronghold of the 48lh Viet 
Cong Battalion that the South 
Vietnamese government had 
declared it a “free-fine zone,” 
meaning that everyone was con¬ 
sidered the enemy. For Charlie 
Company. casualties had 
mounted steadily in the late win- ; 
ter of 1968 because of VC 
mines, booby-traps and sniping, 
and when the unit was bnefed 
by intelligence officers on the 
night of March 15. it was told 
that the . 

morning’s mission would 
meet heavy resistance. 

•The attitude of all the men— 
the majority, I would say—was 
; a revengeful ore.’' one soldier, ‘ 
Gregory Olson, told the 1970 
military inquiry mto the massa¬ 
cre. “They all fch a liule bad 


because we’d lost a number of 
buddies to My Lai.” 

Retired General H. Norman 
Schwarzkopf. the allied com¬ 
mander in the 1991 Persian Gulf 
War. was a battalion com¬ 
mander in Vietnam at the time 
of inquiry, in charge of the- 
region that included My Lai. 
Land mines and booby-traps, he 
wrote in his autobiography, con¬ 
tinued to sap his troops’ morale, 
just os it had that of Charlie 
Company. 

“While I abhorred the massa¬ 
cre at My Lai, I could also ima¬ 
gine how it might hax*e hap¬ 
pened,” he wrote, “f couJd read 
the emotions on the faces of my 
own men. 

“If I had said: The people in 
that village obviously knew this 
mine was here: in fact, one -of 
them probably planted it. Go 
clear the place out,* they’d have 
killed everyone in sight.” 

At the My Lai museum, amid 
huge photos of the massacre that 
appeared in Life magazine in 
■ 1969, one of the guides was tell¬ 
ing a group of stunned visitors 
from the Netherlands about the 
.United Stales' darkest day in 
Vietnam. 

“There were seven helicop¬ 
ters. and 170 people were 
ordered into that ditch and 
killed,” she said, pointing to a 
photo. “After, .that, 11 were 
marched over here and shot.... 
That picture there, that's Lt, 
William Calley. who directed 
the soldiers.” 

Colley, an unimposmg soldier 

whose men used to joke about 
his inability to read topographi¬ 
cal maps, was convicted in a 
military court an 22 counts of 
murder. Sentenced to life at hard 
labor he served only three years 
under house arrest at Fort Ben- 
ning in Columbus* Georgia. 


Calley is 54 today, balding. - 
bespectacled, overweight He 
married, with a teen-age sori.^. ^Tw 
and runs a successful jewelry 
store in Columbus started by his 
father-in-law. He does not dis¬ 
cuss My Lai. even with friends, 
and continues to turn down 
interviews, some involving large 
sums of money, that precede 
each major anniversary of the 
massacre.. 

One survivor of the massacre. 

Phanri Thanh. 65. hoed at a row 
of potatoes and slid, no, the 
name Calley didn't mean any¬ 
thing to him. “I know of only 
one American from, the tailing 
who came back.” he said. Tt 
was five years ago, and when I 
met him. he cried. His name 
was Thomas and he was a hero 
in this village ” 

“Thomas” would be Hugh 
Thompson, a chopper pilot who^ 
flew over My Lai while the mas-" 
sacre was taking place. He 
landed and told his door gunner, 

Lawrence Colburn, to train his 
M-60 on the soldiers and “blow 
them away” if they harmedany. 
more villagers. The crew flew 
10 civilians to safety, pulled a ■ 
bloodied baby from. a pile of 
corpses and was responsible for 
stopping a killing: spree Ihtf 
could have claimed dozere* more 
lives. On Friday-af'the Vietnam - 
Veterans Memorial in. Washing: 
ton, Thompson, who nowoohn- 
scls veterans in Lafajtette,T4)UJ- 
5iana, was .awarded'''--the • 
prestigious Soldier'svitiate!. • 

Colburn, a salesman in.-Wood*-' 
stock, Georgia, and irthrrdcreW” 
ran. Glenn Andretit ^-^^ 10 
died in Vietnam three weeks 
after the massacre. wfil-JalfPi 
receive Soldier’s MeaSskW ^ 
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Luxury motor yachts: 
Dubai Boat Show ‘98 


DUBAI—Renowned, imercra- 
tional yacht designers are back 
at the Middle East International 
Boar Show (MEIBSJ this year 
displaying a stunning range of 
luxury motor yachts. The 
Cfc show will run from 5-8 

May 1998, hosted in 
Dubai at the World Trade 
Center with in-water 
exhibits at the Dubai 
Creek Golf and Yacht 
Club. 

The new luxury Aa- 
mui 58’. buih by world 
renowned Azimuc-Benetti 
Group, will he cruising 
its way into the exhibit. 

"The craft combines qual¬ 
ity craftsmanship with 
state of the art technology 
and is designed by Italian 
Stefano Righlni ” Robert 
Taylor, MEEBS ‘98 Pro¬ 
ject Manager enthused! 

Other first class inter¬ 
national exhibitors 
--4L, include the Dutch Heesen 
•-£’ Ship yards who build sol- 
elly for Diaship. Heesen 
Shipyards, for the last 30 years 
has . constructed distinctive 
yachts, ranging from 46* to 
165’ and is currently capable of 
producing yachts as. large as 
225' in length, with both alumi¬ 
num or steel hulls. 


Taylor explained; -Exhibit¬ 
ing at MEIBS 98, Heesen 
Shipyards represent the finest 
of Dutch ship builders, in the 
class of Jug boats, the combir 



T ~ East 
i ntermXtiowal 
Boat Show 


nation of - quality, luxury, 
power and elegance is - the 
appeal we are sure will attract 
local buyers.": Complimenting 
the- big “imerhaiionals at 
MEIBS this year is one of the 
UAE’s: .'finest . ‘‘big boat" 


craftsmen, and regular exhibi¬ 
tors. Aj man-based Gulf Craft. 
The internationally acclaimed 
Gulf Craft will be exhibiting 
nine boats in-water at the 
Dubai Creek. Golf and 
Yacht Club and four 
boats in the exhibition 
halls with their opulent 
show piece, the Majesty 
8 . 

“The Majesty is an 
excellent combination of 
superior Italian design 
and skilled UAE. work¬ 
manship and is the larg¬ 
est yacht ever to be man¬ 
ufactured in the Middle 
East," commented Tay¬ 
lor. Designed by Italian 
Massimo V.L. Gregori, 
but manufactured in 
Ajman, the yacht has an 
international look on the 
outside, but is - com¬ 
pletely custom tailored 
on the inside to carer to 
Arab culture, with large 
open spaces and light 
colors. 

Organizers look to another 
successful event this year as the 
“big boats" on show are 
expected to draw large crowds, 
who will be curious to witness 
for themselves the latest in lux¬ 
ury yachts.® 
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RACJ starts season with Desert 
Challenge Rally 
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THE ROYAL Automobile Cluh of Jordan iRACJi kicks ofT the 1998 season with a 4X4 
Desert challenge Rally Tour Friday, 20 March. Twelve participants are taking part in 
the rally. These include Jordan's former champion Ahmad AI Dawoud, Basern AI Taraa. 
Ottoman AI Nasbashlbi and A,hraf AI Shorafa- The rally, the first of its kind in five 
years, is on desert tracks covering sandy terrain and natural obstacles. The results will he 
calculated according to overall lime, and speed through special stages. ■ 


Iranians return to 
France after 22 years 


RENNES. France— Iran, who 
last played in France 22 years 
ago, arc the first of the 1998 
World Cup finalists to go oil a 
practice tour of Thu country- 
ahead of the Junc-Julv tourna¬ 
ment. The Iranians, who drew 
i-I with France in Toulouse in 
1976. will pjny three games 
against French first division 
sides during their (our. starting 
with En Avanl Gu in camp on 
Tuesday. 

An Iranian embassy official 
said Iran, toad chosen to spend 
most of their lour in Brittany 
because of the good economic 


relations ihe middle eastern 
Ci hi ntry has with the region. 

Inin, in the World Cup 
finals for the first lime .since 
197X in Argentina, are sched¬ 
uled to play N'.intes tomorrow, 
and then travel .south for a 
match against Montpellier on 
Sunday. 

The arrival of the squad at the 
weekend has also provided the 
French specialist police 
(Research. Assistance. Inter¬ 
vention. Dissuasion! with a 
chance to pul into practice 
surveillance measures. 

“For us it's a chance id 


hang around and tcsl our 
mechanisms before ihe World 
Cup finals." commander Loic 
Janot said. 

The French government is 
treating the visit o! the Irani¬ 
ans as highly sensitive in view 
of the terrorist threats and cri¬ 
ses that nave marred relations 
between Teheran and the 
European Union. 

The Iranians meet Yugosla¬ 
via. the United States and Ger¬ 
many in their first round 
matches at the finals starting 
on June 10. ■ 


Lakers don’t have look of contenders 


* 


By Alan Greenberg... 

THE 1980s Eastern sports 
press, always willing ..to let a 
misleading stereotype get in 
the way of the real story,, 
loved to make fim of Ihe 
"Showtime" Lakers. When¬ 
ever they caret tip’ short of fftfe 
championship'. Showed more. 

gilt*, ilidii guwifJtKOj, urey Were 

called the Fakers.: ■ 

Nice nickname. Wrong. too. 
Those Magic Johnson— 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar Lakers ', 
won five NBA championships, 
in nine years. Some fakers! 
But now ? . 

Take a look at their succes¬ 
sors. (Notice we didn't say 
descendants?) Finally, in 
1998. these are the real Show- 
time Lakers. Shaqirille 

O’Neal, alias Shaq Fu, bad 
actor and horrid rapper, a. 7- 
foot-l. 317-pound man who 
still trembles when handed the! 
hall at the free-throw line of 
life. Once said he has won 
everywhere “except college 
and (he pros.'* Last season, at 
24. voted one of the 50 Great¬ 
est NBA players of All-Time, 
a bigger joke than the dictum 
"all men are created equal." 

Kobe Bryant, alias Kid 
Kobe, the 19’-year-old phenom 
and sneaker commercial star 
over-hyped at the All-Star 
Game, where, media members 
and other fools were compar¬ 
ing him favorably to Michael 
Jordan, which is like compar¬ 
ting Danielle Steele to Shake¬ 
speare. Bryant was rightly sen¬ 
tenced to the All-Star bench 
by coach George Karl after 
telling a disbelieving Karl 


Malone, in essence, '“Don’t 
bother setting that. pick,, old 
vnan. IMJ handle, these.fellows 
myself." > - .- .- • • 

; Nick Van ExeU -formerly 
.. Nick .The Quick, now- injured - 
. . (knee), and. slower than the 
Love Boat' .Moody point 
guard fended with fCoach.Delj 
Jfair&and wa^swspentfedfastf ■ 
acdawu an jup-iuiczAiug w warr 
eree' Into- the scorer’s; table;; •. 
Inspired play tilts season was 
key to tiie Lakers’ early surge 
; .and. tmssistible urge to anoint', 
them the next champions.- 
Yeah, right after Lamar.Alex¬ 
ander'wins a charisma contest. 

- Eddie Jones, alias, (misno¬ 
mer) Steady, Eddie. .Kobe 
without (he' hype. Great 
moves, sky walks, shoots-the 
three with .impunity,.. hut- 
known to fade like 5,000-watt 
; radio station at. chinch time. 
Despite obvious abilities, 
offered in trade more often' 
than World Warn nylons. 

One month until the 
playoffs, when It’s show time 
for Showtime, and the ques-. 
lion is: How can a team with' 
four Ati-StaJV-more than any 
team—have so fejy foufthr- 
quarter answers?' . 

Plucky Derek Fisher has 
done an admirable job filling 
in for Van Exel, but only Shaq 
—the Lakers’ only true All- 
Star—has been, stepping up. 
The Lakers signed Celtics free 
agent Rick Fox, 28, last sum¬ 
mer to stabilize their young 
team,-but one good-guy vete¬ 
ran is hardly enough. 

Robert Horry, the starting 
power forward, is neither a 
scorer, rebounder nor intimi- 


‘ daior and hasn’t made an 
aggressive move since. he 
threw a towel in Suns coach’ 
' Danny Ainge's face and got 
himself traded to LA. .Shaq has 
.developed a turnaround 
jtimper to go with his signature 
.- brute move to the basket and is 
, virtually, unstoppable, bat with 
?* YmPExetfS knee a. huge jqo esb 

.tbv LOi, 

■ lafck a second reliable offen¬ 
sive option. 

■. ■. Bryant's game has . gone 
south since the All-Star Game, 
and ar 19, it’s absurd to expect 
him to be the. mainstay on an 
NBA champion. Jones is a good 
supporting player, Ixit with Van 
Exd .sidelined, he’s the second- 
best player on this team. ... 

Risky. Thanks largely to the 
fastbreak, the-Lakers are,.the 
league’s highest-scoring team. 
But the' essence of playoff bas- 
• ketbap is lunkyard dog 
defease, being able to score 
consistently in a half-court 
- offense and hitting: free 
throws. Those are Sonics and 
Jazz, strong suits. They may 
have only two All-Stars a 
piece; but they have what it 
takes to send the Lakers home 
. early again. 

-Sneaker commercials and 
dazzling moves may win the 
fans, but veteran teams who 
put aside selfishness- win 
championships. And the young 
guns of the Lakers aren’t (here 
yet. Like their predecessors, 
they put on a great show. But 
when it comes to closing the 
deal, the similarity ends. ■ 

. LA Thnes-Washington Post 
Newsservice 



Beware nf shag's attack 


By Alex Johnson 

THE 10 February report that 
FIFA President joao Haye- 
langc was maneuvering 
behind the scenes to stay in 
power despite his announced 
retirement brought a fair 
amount of skeptical reaction 
from .Havelange loyalists. 
Well, there is. in fact, one 
thing J was wrong abquL 
There’s absolutely nothing 
behind-the-scenes about it. If 
(here was ever any doubt, 
Havelange dramatically con¬ 
firmed that report last week 
by walking out on FIFA s 
executive committee in the 
middle of a special meeting 
on (he presidency, creating a 
leadership crisis that may lead 
to a ; formal vote of no 
confidence. 

The crux of the dispute is 
the Havelange camp’s mancur 
veririg.to puff up fits deputy. 
General Secretary Sepp Blat- 
icr. as a candidate for presi¬ 
dent - in hope .of. creating a 
deadlock that Havelange 
could resolve by “offering la 
vUiv bn. The front-runner ana 
slid the only declared candi¬ 
date is European elder Len¬ 
nart Johansson, who by cam¬ 
paigning f« r l1 '' 

.democratization of the gome 
has diplomatically but denni- 
: tivelv signaled his opposition 
to the cult of personality that 
lias encrusted .the, Havelange 
presidency. 


Havelange should accept the 
Laurel, retire gracefully 


Havelange has responded in 
kind, and not subtly. He pre¬ 
cipitated last week's executive 
committee .meeting by making 
a series of rhetorical counter¬ 
attacks against Johansson, the 
most recent being his declara¬ 
tion that he favors England's 
bid for the 2006 World Cup. 
That’s a clear swipe.at Johans¬ 
son. who has thrown his. sup¬ 
port behind Germany's bid. 
Worse, Havelange . all but 
invited England to go behind 
Johansson’s back, saying. 
“Any country can present its 
' candidacy direct to FIFA and 
does inot have to. go through 
the continent’s federation." 
This is significant because 
FIFA ■ guidelines . in^ - fact 
“strongly recommend” that 
national federations do^ work 
through their continental 

confederations. 

All along, the Havelange 
camp has insisted disingenur 
ously that he is retiring, on 
schedule this sumnier, that he 
is taking no sides in 
-denrial campaign, and tharne 
is not trying 

Johansson by praising Blatter, 
who hasn’t even announced 


Whether he’s 
.running. Thai 
may be 
sirictiy true; 
it would be 
awfully hard 
■to point to a 
specific 
meeting of 
•the Have¬ 

lange cabal 
anywhere. 

But all the. 
lobbying for 
Blatter • I’ve 
heard comes 
straight from 
Zurich . and 
from Have¬ 
lange loyal: 
ists in the 
larger South 
American 
federations.: 

Last week’s FIFA meeting 
was a big flashing neon sign. 
that Havelange is on the 
move^ It had but one item on 
its' agenda; working out 
.whether it was legal for Blat¬ 
ter to continue as general sec¬ 
retary if he also decides io run 
for preritfeu.' a situation' that 
would present the clearest of 



Havelange 


conflicts of 
interest. If 
ever ihere 
wa>> a time for 
Blatter to put 
to rest the 
question 
whether he’s 
a candidate, 
this was it. 

He didn't. 
Instead, when 
it, became 
clear that. the 
commiitee 
was going io 
vole against 

him—ruling 

that he would 
have to resign 
as general 
secretary in 
order to. run 
for president —he walked ouL 
Even more. extraordinarily. 
Havelange walked out with 
him. effectively stopping the 
vote in its tracks because there 
was no. one left to preside over 
it. Havelange’s spectacular 
stum made it clear not only 
that Blatter will'run for presi¬ 
dent. hut that he will do so 
with Havelange’s active sup- 


pon. The idea is to divide 
FIFA so bitterly that the exec¬ 
utive committee will cancel 
ihe presidential election and 
prevail upon Havelange in 
stay on in the interests of 
peace. Havelange's hackers 
make a startlingly arrogant 
argument for this scenario. A 
hiiicr presidential campaign, 
they insist, should not be 
jd to wed to overshadow the 
World Cup. 

Hello - .’ Joan Havelange is 
still a colossal figure even at 
82 years of age. hut short of 
canceling it outright, there's 
nothing he nr anyone else cun 
do to overshadow the World 
Cup. To suggest that any 
administrative haitle could 
possibly wrench the attention 
of billions of soccer fans away 
from the field of play is plain 
goofy. The proportion of 
Worldwide soccer fans who 
cnulvl even name Havelange, 
much less Johansson or Blat- 
tor. can't he abmc 50 percent. 
Ii lakes a great, gushing ego 
for a man to imagine that the 
question of his fate is of more 
moment than that of ihe 
biggest sporting event on the 


planeL 

Not with standing all the 
pounding he takes here and 
elsewhere. Havelange has 
been a terrifically effective 
president of FIFA. What he 
has accomplished is truly 
monumental and often truly 
good in the most basic sense 
of the word—ii is useful to 
remember the leading role he 
played in uniting world sport 
against the apartheid regime in 
South Africa. He deserves all 
the honors that have come io 
him. and more. 

But in the last few years, it 
has become clear that Have¬ 
lange believes soccer serves 
him. It always has been and 
always must be the other way 
around. 

The saddest aspect of this 
whole sorTy mess is that the 
Havelange camp fails to rec¬ 
ognize that the finest honor he 
could have would be to ride 
off into the sunset, basking in 
acclaim for what stands to be 
Ihe greatest World Cup ever, 
it is in Joao Havclange's 
power to accept that laurel 
with grace and dignity by issu¬ 
ing a simple one-sentence 
statement reaffirming his 
retirement. Please. Dr Have¬ 
lange. for the sake of your leg¬ 
acy if not for the sake of the 
game, issue that statement ■ 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 
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Tigana front-runner to replace Jacquet 

PARIS — Monaco coach Jean Tigana seems in he emerging as 
ihe frontrunner io lake over as coach «!' ihe French learn after . 
this year's World Cup. Coach Aimc Jjcquei said earlier this 
month he intends to step down in July alter the World Cup. 

Tigana. a star of French teams in the mid-IWs. has .i con¬ 
tract with Monaco that expires in 2(*01. However, reports sug¬ 
gest it would not he difficult for France to hire Tig.inu if ii cited 
“national interest" as (he reason for breaking ihe contact. 

Tigana says he hasn't been contacted \el ahnut the job. 
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Vogts happy with Klinsmann's form 

FRANKFURT. Germany —Germany's coach Beni Vngis 
to London io watch his •truecling captain Jucrgcu Klin- 
and came away nappy. Klinsmann, who missed a monili he 
of a broken 

has had a mediocre 
return to Tottenham 
and is struggling to 
regain his form 
three months before 
i he World Cup. 

“He is at 8ft percent 
of his potential.” 

Vogts told Kicker 
magazine after 
watching Klin¬ 
smann score once 
in Tottenham’s 3-3 
draw with 

Liverpool 

“He is obviously 

improving. His header goal was of great class. In two. three 
other occasions he showed that he’s getting closer to his normal 
ability to assert himself after breaking his jaw. 

Vogts has said that Klinsmann needs to piny as many games 
as possible before the World Cup after missing pan of the fall 
with another injury. In Ulf Kirsten and Oliver BicrholT. Klin¬ 
smann Faces tough competition io earn a place in Germany’s 
starting lineup for the World Cup.With 18 goals a piece. Kirsien 
leads the Bundcsliga. white Bicrhoff is the lop scorer in iialy's 
Scrie A. 

Germany, the reigning European champion, hosts World Cup 
champion Brazil on March 25 in Simtgan in one of the biggest 
dashes before the World Cup finals in France. 


uazza out with injury 

LONDON—England coach Glenn Hoddle says he left midJ 
fielder Paul Gascoigne off his team for next week’s friendlv in 
Switzerland not because he doesn't warn him but because of hiV 
injuries. But others suspect Gascoigne's future is dim. Thf 
injury-prone Gascoigne has suffered a series of set-backs this? 
season at Glasgow Rangers. The dub last week agreed to selF 
him for $5 million to English Premier League team Crystal 
Palace. " / 

The 30-year-old Gascoigne, a hero for England in the 199ft 
World Cup. has yet to approve the deal. 

“If Paul is going to be in the World Cup squad he has to be fib 
and playing again between now and the end of the season." Hod¬ 
dle said. i 

“He hasn’t played any football for seven or eight weeks and 
he has to get on with rehab work at his club to get himself fill 
Paul’s nowhere near that at the moment. He’s overcome injuries 
before and shown good form, and I know he can again." 


Bergkamp starts ‘10-10 ’ program 

AMSTERDAM, Netherlands— Arsenal and Netherlands striker 
Dennis Bergkamp learned to play soccer kicking a ragged hall 
around the streets of west Amsterdam. 

Now he's trying to make sure there are a few more fields for 
future soccer stars. 

In an effort to insure the next Bergkamp doesn’t miss his call¬ 
ing. 10 new mini-soccer fields will be opened across the Nether¬ 
lands this summer to coincide with the kick off of the World 
Cup finals in France. The project “10 for 10." refers to the num¬ 
ber on Bergkamp’s Dutch shirt and the number of now playing 
fields due to open. 

Munich's midfielder Basler misses world 
cup 

FRANKFURT—Bayern Munich’s international midfielder 
Mario Basler is out for four week with a left ankle injury, which 

could hurt his chance of 
making Germany’s World 
Cup rosier. 

Busier, a talented but 
eccentric midfielder, has had 
'his career interrupted several 
limes by injuries. He has 
failed to establish himself as 
n regular national team 



starter, but was considered 
virtually a sure pick for 
coach Beni Vogts' 22-man 
World Cup squad. 

Basler suffered ligament 
damage in his left ankle dur¬ 
ing Bayern's 0-0 Bumlesliga draw Saturday against Bochum. ( 


Top South Korean striker gets recall j 

SEOUL. South Korea—One of South Korea's top strikers* 
Hwang Sun-hong, will rejoin the national team for the 1 Aprif 
game in Seoul against fellow World Cup qualifier Japan. Hwang 
and Choi Yong-soo arc the team’s best scorers. 1 

Hwang's comeback is expected to give a boost to the KnrearJ 
team, which has been criticized for poor play in recent months] 
Earlier. South Korea came in third behind Japan and China irt 
the four-team Dynasty Cup. The fourth team came from Hong 
Kong. 1 

The loss io Japan in the tournament provoked an emotional 
reaction in South Korea, a colony of Japan in 1910-1945. Thtj 

Korean_ Footb all 

Association 
received hundreds 
of protest phone 
calls. 

“It is an impor¬ 
tant game, maybe 
more for South 
Korea rhan Japan. 

When South 
Korea lost to 
Japan in ihe 
Dynasty Cup. the 
team's spirit was 
hurt a lot.” said 
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Venue on youths issues’ starts 
today at Sports City 


PRINCESS RAHMA today. Thursday, 19 March, opens the Jordan Youth 
conference. The venue, which is held in the Hussein Youth City, is orga¬ 
nized by the Building for the Future Youth Club. This also marks the occa¬ 
sion of the Birthday of His Royal Highness Prince Hasson, the Regent 
which is held on 21 'March. The opening session is devoted to "readings in 
the thought of Prince Hassan." His Advisor Mr Michel Hamameh is going 
to talk about the human aspects of the Prince's personality, while Dr Ali 
Atiqa of the Arab Though Forum is talking about the creative side. In the 
second session a paper wit! be presented by the Minister of Labor Moham¬ 
mad A1 Farhan on the issue of unemployment, whether its real or is there a 
"shame culture” behind iu The third session is about drugs and youths. In 
the Chair is Col. Nazeh AI Sharaydeh of the Anti-Narcotics Dep'u while 
professor Musa Shteiwi in the University of Jordan will give the academic 
angle on the issue. ■ 



History and aesthetics 


Double duty behind 

single lens 


By Stephen Ellis 

Slur Staff Writer 

T he exhibition at the Royal Cultural 
Center of two Czech photographers. 
Rudolf Bruner-Dvorak and Karel 
Smirous. presented two sets of work 
that were very different with respect both to 
their respective subjects and their styles of pre¬ 
senting them. However, as sharp as the con¬ 
trasts between the two styles were, both shared a 
common theme that was not immediately 
apparent. 

Despite the fact they worked a generation 
apart, photographed different subjects from 
viewpoints and using methods almost diametri¬ 
cally opposed, they share a Romantic interest in 
new and unusual things. In the case of Bruner- 
Dvnnak. this took the form of an interest in such 
innovations as curs, tanks, and balloons as well 
as the lives of unusual peoples, including the 
Royal families of Europe as well as ethnic pea¬ 



santry. both of whose lifestyles were no doubt 
fascinating to more ordinary' Czechs. 

Smirous' interests, on the other hand, were 
almost entirely with developments in the inter¬ 
secting fields of chemistry, film developing and 
light. Although his subjects were traditional, his 
presentation of them was always experimental. 

Both men were completely of their times: 
times marked by change, innovation and uphea¬ 
val in realms cultural, social and political. 
Though each produced work far different from 
the other. 

both of theirs were responses to the possibili¬ 
ties brought by change and made evident by 
each in their work. They took advantage of 
what each of their epochs presented, and the 
images of these, presented in this unfortunately 
shori-run exhibit, clash anil mesh and freshen 
and recommend one another to u startlingly 
instructive degree. 

Walking down the ramp into the exhibition, 
the first three photographs were by Smirous — 
large, stunningly colored still-lifes of a poppy, a 
spray of sunflowers and a branch of 
fruit blossoms. The colors were 
rich yet muted, with special atten¬ 
tion given to how differences in sur¬ 
face texture subtly alter color, as. 
for example, between a flower's 
semi-transparent petals, a piece of 
wrinkled cotton cloth and a smooth 
porcelain vase. 

„ Much of Smirous’ work was 
done in the studio after the manner 
the 17th century painter’s still-life 
for the similar reason of striving 
after an aesthetic of perfection that 
included compositional grace and 
richness of color as well as accu¬ 
racy of rendering. Although Smir¬ 
ous' intention was to make his 
images iife-like,' there were cer¬ 
tainly no unruly intrusions from the 
outside world permitted in his pro¬ 
cess of achieving it! Even the pho¬ 
tographs taken out-of-doors had the 
soft-focus serenity of a heightened 
awareness one usually associates 
with careful studio work. 

Especially notable examples of 
Smirous’ nco-Classical mode were 
two still-lifes, one of oranges in a 
blue bowl, the other an amber glass 
of beer on a silver tray. Both were 
exemplary of Smirous' quiet yet 
remarkable ability to photographi¬ 
cally soften the outlines of a form 
by giving it a radiant transparency 
that sharpened the elements of color 
and texture without blurring the 
clarity of the whole comprised of 


■the imcr-rclniionships and deli- j 
catc balance between the three— | 
form, its defining texture and j 
color. This clarity' and balance 
defines the aesthetic basis of all | 

Smirous' work, his panoramic • 
outdoor shots of meadows and j 
villages, sharp, snow-capped i 
mountain peaks, portraits and . , 

intimate house interiors as well as • 
his more formally composed still- 
lifes. « 

The exhibit continued with i 
Bruner-Dvorak's black-and-white ; 
journalistic photographs, framed = 
in thematic groups of six. His 1 
work had an immediate and senti¬ 
mental appeal because it dealt < 
with the curiously anachronistic 
facets of tum-of-the-century life., j 

But Bruner-Dvorak was not 
simply a photographer of old 
fashioned charm. 

In addition to being one of the 
first photo-journalists. Bruner- 
Dvorak was also the personal I 
photographer of Austrian king-lo- ; 
be Ferdinand d'Estc. whose even- • 
tual assassination by a Serbian • 
nationalist in Sarajevo in 1914 . 
led to World War I. Because of 
his intimate relation to the royal 
family, much of his w-ork is a ; 
record of social events related to ' 4 
state visits by such European stal- i 
warts as Kaiser Wilhelm. Franz | 

Josef I and Archduke Karl Franz | 

Josef. [ _ 

Yet Bruner-Dvorak's definitive 
record of such events belied their grandeur. The 
scale of his photographs - made even these pow¬ 
erful figures diminutive and almost non- 
imponant elements within the composition of 
the picture, as if the vain formality of them were 
factually all that was left. 

It was easy - too easy - to consider whether 
this same reductive sense would hold true for his 
ethnographic records of Romanies, gypsies and. 
most significantly for our era. peasant life in 
Bosnia. These photographs, unlike Bruner- 
Dvorak's long-focus shots of royal visits, high 
class horse-races and elegant tennis clubs, 
revealed the palpable daily life of peasant or eth¬ 
nic peoples as well as the real circumstances in 
which they occurred. The way he captured the 
very real expressions of these people as opposed 
to the blank faces of his official photographs of 
royalty mokes one wonder where his true sym¬ 
pathies lay. 

Timely images of early 20th ccniury Czech 
city life also did not escape Bruner-Dvorak's 




acute historical and aesthetic sense. These 
included the architectural (pictures of iron mills 
and textile and cement factories in addition to 
the glamorous palaces built for the Prague Jubi¬ 
lee Exhibition of 1891). the athletic (bicycling, 
skating and the activities in a boxing school 
where, amusingly, it’s a woman who's pulling 
no punches) and the marvels of a burgeoning 
age of machines (streetcars, surveillance bal¬ 
loons and early automobiles tooling across 
downtown Prague’s cobblestones), as well as 
such ordinary work-a-day scenes as Prague fire¬ 
men practicing rescue techniques. 

The presentation of the show as a whole— 
especially the sequences of pictures pertinently 
arranged according to aesthetic and historical 
themes—-was pleasing, if slightly marred by the 
fact that some of the work was hung too high to 
see in any detail. Nevertheless, Smirous' subtle 
colors and Braner-Dvorak’s eye for curious 
detail combined for an effect that was as fasci¬ 
nating as it was instructive. ■ 


By Anca de Maio 

Spacuil /.> The Slur 

C ulture serves is a 
bridge to hrong peo¬ 
ple r*t the world 

logcihcr. On 20 
March. Francophone Day is 
celebrated every year in France 
;ind in 50 other countries from 
the five continents. A tradition 
initiated in 19SS. Francophone 
Day addresses not only 

French-speaking countries and 
communities hui also those 

that show a general interest in 
French culture. 

Inmnny countries, the vari¬ 
ous cullural and liicrary activi¬ 
ties carried out on this occa¬ 
sion stretch over more than one 
day. For the first time this year 
Amman is hosting a week-fona 
program of various events 
organized by the French Cultu¬ 
ral Center in cooperation with 
the embasstes of the Franco¬ 
phone countries in Jordan: Bul¬ 
garia. Canada. Egypt. France. 
Lchunnn. Morocco. Romania. 
Switzerland and Tunisia. 

Held at Amman City Hall in 

Ras Al Ain. this week's events 

call to attention the ever mors 
numerous French-speaking and 
French-loving Jordanians. 
Although English remains the 
first foreign language spoken 
in Jordan. French has gained 
an important place in schools 
.t> well as in the audio-visual 
media during the Iasi two 
years. Radio and TV broadcast¬ 
ing in French have become 
quite popular. Furthermore, 
alter the introduction of 
French ns an official optional 
subject in the Tflwjihi secon¬ 
dary examination in October 
19%. the number of students 
taking French in school has 
increased considerably. 

This week's program started 


Full week in French 
for Francophiles 


with a lecture on “Fran- 
cophonie. langue dcs 
autres" delivered by 
Lebanese poet, essay- 
wrncr. an critic and cx- 
ambassador Salah Stetie. 
interested in contempo¬ 
rary poetry, he estab¬ 
lished close contacts w'ith 
French poets in the '50s. 

He also set up an impor¬ 
tant cultural weekly in 
Beirut whose mle was to 
mediate between the lat¬ 
est literary' innovations of 
the West and the new 
writing and thinking 
fashions of the Arab 

world. In 1995 the 

French Academy 

awarded him with “lc 

grand prix de Ij : 

Francophonic.” 

Last Sunday at the , 

Meridicn Hotel. French- • 
man Emmanuel Bex's , 
jo/z trio enchanted the 
public with its original ; 
repertory and flawless 
technique. Classically 

trained as a pianist. Bex 
is now a masLcr of the , 
Hammond organ. Also a 
composer and”a specialist 
of musical arrangements, 
be feels particularly attracted 
to African music, blues and. of 
course, jazz. 

Swiss poet and novelist 





t •. r : vv iv 


Gaston Cberpillod presented 
a conference on his literary 
work and read fragments of it 
to the audience. Famous for his 
nonconformist approach to lan¬ 


guage. Chcrpillod mixes slang 
and academic speech in a 
straightforward manner. Con¬ 
sidering himself a scribe 
iorced into wrilin'; hv a sort of 


"social or metaphysical 
violence.” he calls his 
work "disturbing." Cher- 
pillod'% writing is nour¬ 
ished by autobiographical 
experiences ranging from 
family and school memo¬ 
ries to love stories and 
political or literary beliefs. 

The last and probably 
most symbolic two events 
of the week just took 
place. A competition of 
drawings illustrating fair 
talcs from seven different 
French community coun¬ 
tries has been proposed to 
Jordanian students 
between ages 7 and 12. 
The illustrations judged 
the best win be displayed 
at Amman City Hall. A 
jury made up of represen¬ 
tatives nt nine embassies, 
the French Cultural Centre 
; and the Ministry of Educa- 
j (ion will hand out prizes to 
j the winners. 

| Familiarizing Jordanian 
children with stories from 
I .i number of different 
countries who share the 
same interest in the 
French language and cuN 
turc is a good means of making 
them understand the wider 
interpretation of the French 
Community concept. 


In honor of Francophone 
Day and the 50th anniversary 
of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights adopted by the 
General Assembly of the 
United Nations in 1948, .the 
Belgian artist Paul de Gobert 
has come up with a long-term 
project-creating a large mural 
fresco in the gardens of the 
Amman Municipality. After 
the wall is erected, the Belgian 
painter will cover it with 30 
"windows” corresponding to 
the 30 articles of the Human 
Rights Declaration. By creat¬ 
ing a double vision of two 
landscapes, a French and a Jor¬ 
danian one. the artist intends to 
explain the definition of the 
“French community" as a vir¬ 
tual meeting space for people 
with similar manners of think¬ 
ing and speaking. The fresco is 
due to he completed by the end 
of May and will be a perma¬ 
nent reminder of the first Fran¬ 
cophone Week in Amman. 

As pointed out by French 
Ambassador to Jordan Ber¬ 
nard Bajolet at a press confer¬ 
ence last week, the scope of 
"French Community" is not 
limited only to the domains of 
education, training, culture and 
communication. It also 
includes technical develop¬ 
ment. juridical and political 
cooperation. According to the 
Secretary General of the 
French Community Agency.' 
Egyptian Boutros Boutros 
GhaJi. events like Franco¬ 
phone Day are meant to pre¬ 
vent conflict by defending 
principles such as human 
rights and democracy, to pro¬ 
mote cooperation with interna¬ 
tional and regional organiza¬ 
tions. as well as to support and' 
practice a more general plura- 
iinguism and multiculturalistn. 
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. By Brigitte Doumit - 

Death by water 

THE TITANIC has not only been described as a sensation, 
—the most spectacular and expensive movie ever made— 
but also as the love story of tbe year. Rose is engaged to 
Cal, heir to an immense fortune, but she is tired of the 
endless trappings that an upper-class lifestyle imposes on 
her. Weary of fine lace and polite conversation, she sees 
in Jack Dawson, a young painter, an easy way out to 
indulge in the wilder shores of life—not quite befimn® a 
young lady of her class and upbringing. Cal is everything 
a young woman could desire; he’s young, dashing; debo- 
nair, and incredibly wealthy. To have him portrayed asa 
despicable cynic and spousal abuser is not to do .hhn jus¬ 
tice. But in may ways. Titanic’ is a perverse film. One 
can’t deny that from her penniless mother's point of view 
it would be a very good match. A marriage arranged with 
proper regard to fortune, position, and social -standing has 
every advantage over a love match. But girls don't marry 
because their molhersand uncles are in favor of iL lt ? s 
against this background that the producer brings to life 
the theme of class struggle which is central io five Titanic 
by creating a tale of unshakable love; Discrimination and 
the cruel power of money, that dare to play the hand of 
God are all redeemed by the love of a poor artist and an 
upper-class girl. 

There are some cruel scenes in the movie such, as when 
Jack gets invited to dinner in First Class os a reward for 
having saved Rose. He is reminded throughout dinner that 
he is a passenger in Third Class. There is even a reference 
to rats. After dinner Jack is dismissed without furtherado, 
when the men withdraw to the smoking, room for cigars 
and cognac. Business and politics-^the affair of the-pciw- : 
erful and wealthy—would certainly not interest him. Cal 
tells him.. But while Cal is sipping his cognac and enjoy¬ 
ing his cigar. Jack gets away with a bigger prize.-He res¬ 
cues Rose from the sullen, and deadly atmosphere of First 
Class and takes her to the hold where the steerage passen¬ 
gers are having a Third World bash. As a reaction to her 
confinement in Fust Class where she has to keep all her 
composure, her hair comes down, her bosoms come up, 
her dress gets soaked and she comes - to life in a frenzy of 
wild dance and music. 

Earlier in the story, we are told that there were not 
enough life boats for all passengers. As the Titanic 7 is ; 
sinking, despairing Third Class passengers are kept under 
lock to ensure they would sink with the ship rather than 
get into the way of those in First Class. • 

An impossible love that is bom so suddenly can only 
find redemption in a frozen Atlantic. Irt truth. I did not 
panic with the thought that the. ship was going to sink with 
so many aboard, but that this immature young love would 
perish without being consummated. I felt a sigh of relief 
when tbe two lovers finally merged bodies and souls in the 
bade of Cal’s car. After that. I could resume watching the ./ 
movie with tranquillity and peace of mind. ■ 
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“So then, when Old McDonald turned his back, 
I took that ax and with a whack whack here and 
a whack whack there. I finished him off." 


'iwi sorry. Mo m and 

, but Brad and 1 ewe 
in lave — and V™ 
,qoinq to run orfana 
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Red Cloud’s ultimate nightmare 
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Calf delinquents 
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Programs on JTV 
from 21-27 March 




Amman cinemas 


• Galleria I (Tel: 079 33430): Titanic 

• Galleria n (Tel: 079 33430): Titanic 

• Philadelphia I (Tel: 634149): CIIJane 
•Philadelphia0(Td: 634149)^07- Tomorrow 
Never Dies 

• Plaza (Teh 699238) :Tttarac 

• Concord I (Td: 677420)rf£sa&z IlaAl Walt (Arabic) 

• Concord 0 (Td: 677420): Long Kiss Goodnight 


engush PROGRAMS 


SATURDAY 

4:00—Holy Koran 
4il0—The Hammer man - 
4 j 30—French Program .. 

L 5:00—Canon The Adventurer 
l? 6:60—-Square One 

6 JO—Neighbors 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—Discovery Magazine 

7 JO—News Headlines 
7J5—Yon Bet Your UTe :v 
8:00—Cinema, rinf^ -> 

R:30—Prism ' 

9:10—Sirens 
10:00—News At Ten , 

10:30—Feature Film 
12:00—Are You Being Served 

SUNDAY 

4d)0^-HoIy Koran ' 

4:10—Cartoon 
4 JO—French Program 
6:00—Sfcippy 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—-A Tour in France 
( 7:30—News Headlines 
g*7 J5—Am eri ca ’sFanniest 
’■ 8:00—People and Places in . • 
Africa 

8 JO—Killing for a Living 
9:10—Renegade 
10:00—News At Jen 
10:30—North and South 
11:10—The Upper Hand 

MONDAY 

4:00—Holy Koran 

4:10—Cartoon 

4:30—French Program • 

6:00—Riding Hi gh 
6:30—Neighbors 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—French Programs .. 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:315—Hope And Gloria ■} 
r 8:00—Perspective. 



Edward Asner in Heads, Tuesday at 7:35 
11:10—Baywatcb Nights 


TUESDAY 

4:00^-Holy Koran = 
4:10—CRO 
4J0—French Program 
fcOOL-Smafl Talk 
BdraerTown.- 
?:0(L-Ne<*8 i^Etencb • f 
V. 7:15—Programs' 


830—American Chart Show 7J©—News Headlines 

9:10—Marker - 7J5—Pride and Joy • * 

10:00—News At Ten &0Q—WhatWooM You Do 

10*J0—Law & Order* -> - •> 


i- 


.7 •■4. 


9:10—Acapulco Bay 
1040-News At Ten 
1030—Feature Film: Heads, 
starring: Jon Cryer, Jennifer 
Tilly and Edward Asner 
12:00—Metro Caf? 

WEDNESDAY • 

4:00—HolyKoran 
4:16-Mr Bogus 
4:30—French Programs - 
6:00—Oliver Twist 
6 J0—Neighbors ' 

7.-00—News in French . : 

7:15—French Programs . 


7 JO-rNews Headlines 
7:35—Campus Cops 
&00—The Health Show 
8JQ—Time watch 
9:10—Rung Fu 
10=00—News At Ten 
10:30— Effis Island 
12:00—Countzy Muse 

THURSDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—The Dinky Pi’s 
2 JO—The Animal Show 
3:00—French Programs 
5:00—NBA 

6:00—The Burned Bridge 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—French Programs 

7 JO—News Headlines 
7J5—Big Brother Jake 
8:00—Great Romance 

8 JO—Lois & Clark 
8J0—Dr Quinn The 
Medicine Woman 

9:10—The Oprah Winfrey 
Show 

10.*00—News At Ten 
10J0—Feature Film 
12:00—Never the Twain 

FRIDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 

2:10—Teddy Ruxpin 

2 JO—Wishbone 

3:00—French Programs 

5:00—He Shoots, He Scores 

5J0—Blue Water Dreaming 

6:00—Tarzan 

7:00—News in French 

7:15—French Program 

7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—FJLLEJSLD.S 
8:00—Life on the Internet 

8 JO—The Album Show 
9:10—Ad ventures of Brisco 
County 

10:00—News At Ten 
10J0—Drama 
12:00—Almost Home 


PROGRAMMES 
EN FRAN^AIS 

SAMEDI 

16 JA—Arsene Lupin 
17:00—Cajon 
19:00—la? journal 
19:15—Magazine 

L’onif de Cotomb 

DIMANCHE 

16JO—Arsene Lupin 
17:00—Magazine 

Faut pas rever 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—Le Tour de France 

LUNDI 

16 JO—Arsene Lupin 
17:00—Thalassa 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—Magazine stientifique 
Cinq snr rinq 

MARDI 

16:30—Arsene Lupin 
17:00—Savoir plus saute 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—Teles chercbeuses 

MERCREDI 

16 JO—Arsene Lupin 
17:00—Lshuaia 
19:00—f,e Journal 
19:15—E=M6 

JEUDI 

15:00—Qui est qui 
15 JO—Sons vos 

applaudissements 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—Atonies crochns 

VENDREDI 

15:00—Qui est qui 
15J0—Julie Lescaut 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—Alio la Terre 


Mellow Marty talks 
virtue and vice 




CROSSWORD PUZZLE 



ACROSS 
1 Battle 
sewerir 
5 British royal 


42 CCCC?' • 

47 Monnons.-for 
short 

48 PBA 


5 Current 


9 Worth 

14 Woody’s son 

15 Cityontha . 
Jumna 

16 Mire turrets 

17 DfUdgwy 

18 Put on 

16 

20 AAAA? :: * 

23 TVs 
^tarington 

24 Urban unit 

25 I for the 


49 Neal freaks 


28 Seashore 
noise 
30 Imitated 
32 Toast 

35 55?? 

38 Ackar 
Baldwin 
40 tfcmoety 


51 Compass cSr. 

52 Exam lor - 
.figure CEOs 

55 Pitacossof 
.mythology 

56 00007 
61 Senate 

64 Dunfcbel 

65 Unwise 
action 

68 Follow 

67 Neva* 

68 Ear or I 

69 Rood 
barriers 

70 RSwtetee 


71 Vipers 
DOWN 

1 Greek Island 

2 Certain 


41 


mat* 


4 PafaOxush 
attamaBw 


6 OUoate 

7 Watch ste 

8 Domingo •" 

9 fthdow 
decoration 

10 Economist 
Smith 

11 Actress . . 
Taylor 

12 Shoshonean 

13 Dangerous ; 
oeve 

21 Lika abump ; 
on _ 

22 wwe- , 
mouthed lug ■ 

25 Ukemuse 

26 Rectify . * 

27 'GoSenBoy’' 

29 SS S** 7 

31 Royiti teste 

32 Motorists' 
aids 

33 Bltterdrug 

34 Cone 


36 


37 Makes a 
boo-boo 
39 Ripken ot 
baseball 
43 Peas and 


44 1 _ 

45 Member < 
certain 


sUbr.. 

e 1998. Tr^Moks^iw. 


46 SuUon 
50 StafTO* - 
comics 

53 Houston ' 
athlete 

54 Pulled 

56 Aromas 

57 Wa* 

• • adornment 
58-Element, 
compaoants 

59 Color of 
sadness? ’ 

60 Number of 
" Muses 

61 Letters after 
a proof 

62 Verse or 

com 

63 Pose a • 
question 
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SOLUTION: 


jQQDD □□□□ □□BOO 

□□BO deqe SSSSS 

□□DB □□□□ CSDBOQ 
tonannaEDaQaa 
OBBBBQ BEQD OEpj 
□OOB HQGlBOg 
Find □□BaBBBQBCQ 
□BEHQ □□□ QQCJD 
QQBaaoaBBPH aau 
IT3G1CH3BQ OBEIO 

!woh anna uaagaa 

0IIIDBQ BQDQ 
'”QUCIQ □□□□ EQBB 

DnQaJoiUSii 


THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 

- By Linda Black 


Weekly T^k This is a good time, to 
get rid of stuff Qean out your toy box 
while themocn is in Lea 

Aries (March 21-April 19). 
Romance looks good, if you can find 
the lime. Don't ignore a project that’s 
overdue. 

Tanros (April 20-May 20). Watch 
out for breakage at home and a mate’s 
hot temper. Romance looks excellent 
but a rebounder may not stick with yoo. 

Gemini (May 21-Jnne 21). Every¬ 
thing falls together, but could foil apart 
again. Don’t procrastinate. A friend’s 
assertiveness ieads to a romantic adven¬ 
ture. . 

■; Camcer (June 22-Jttiy 22). Speak to 
an older person about having more 
money. Pursue a good job opportunity. 
You’ll learn quickly, so exam as much 
material as passMeinso year brain. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). You’re 
strongest, especially in the mornings. It 
looks tike money’s coming into your 
pocket Don’t make a loan to a friend 
with a tendency to gamble. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept 22). Yon’re 
having trouble with your mate. You 
may fed tike you’re being expected 10 
do everything for everybody, and yon 
may be right .. 

Libra (Sept 23-Oct 23). Take the 
time to be perfect Do not band in any¬ 
thing that hasn't been checked carefuL 
‘ ly. Yoo’revery ima g native. 

Scorpio (Oct 24-Nov. 21). Don’t 
flat at work. An older person will not 
be amused. Follow a whim and make a 
new friend. Try something you’ve 
always wanted to do. 

Saghfarius (Nov. 22-Dec 21). Your 
friends, both far and near, come 
through for you. Teamwork is the key 
to your success. Watch out for details. 

Capricorn (Dec 22-Jan. 19). The 
waft's demanding, but yon can do it 
The petsoD who's ordering you around 
is das worst pat of the problem. Com¬ 
miserate with one who cares about you 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Don’t 
let a persuasive partner talk yon out of 
your money — at least not unless 
you’re sure it’s a wise investment. 

Pisces (Frit 19-March 20). If you 
need a job, these are good days to get 
one. ffyai’ve got a job, you’ll be plen¬ 
ty busy. An argument over petty details 
flneafoos your iriariosKhip. 


V You’re Having a Btrlhday This 
Week': Your wock; finally pays off. 
Make the change that’s required. You 
can get into, drape this year. Let your- 
sdfbecoadbed. '• 

emirttwMteMSfeniM 



By Annalena McAfee 

MARTIN SCORSESE is inscrutable, even 
serene. The maverick film maker has found 
himself in the eye of a storm and he is. 
uncharacteristically exuding a Buddha-like 
calm. As the row continues over Harper Col¬ 
lins* decision to cancel Chris Patten’s Hong 
Kona book contract, another multi-million 
dollar corporation has been accused of dis¬ 
tancing itself from a project which could 
threaten business interests in China, 

The corporation is Disney, which is plan¬ 
ning to open theme-parks in China, and the 
project is ‘Kundun.* Scorsese’s latest. Dis¬ 
ney-backed. film. Beijing warned that ‘Kun¬ 
dun.’ the story of the Dalai Lama, the exiled 
spiritual leader of Tibet, represented interfer¬ 
ence in its internal affairs and could jeopar¬ 
dise Disney's expansion plans. There have 
been suggestions that the corporation has 
been less than whole-hearted in its promo¬ 
tion of the film. 

Ironically, in the US. where it opened at 
Christmas. ’Kundun' has been playing to full 
houses in New York. Chicago, and LA. it 
has also been nominated for four Oscars (for 
Philip Glass's score, for best cinematogra¬ 
phy. best costumes, best art direction). “1 
don’t really know what ‘not performing’ 
means. They could make the figures work 
for them. No matter what 1 say, if will sound 
like sour grapes.” 

As a film maker. Scorsese. 55, has 
explored more terrain than is generally per¬ 
ceived. There was a foray into musicals 
('New York. New York’), biblical revision¬ 
ism {’The Last Temptation of Christ') and. 
more recently, costume drama LDie Age of 
Innocence'). Bui he has been most consis¬ 
tently identified with his exploration of dam¬ 
aged and damaging machismo (‘Taxi Driver’ 
and 'Raging Bull’) and with his stylish sub¬ 
version of the crime genre in ‘Mean Streets.' 
set around his childhood home of New 
York's Little Italy, in the ironically tilled 
‘Goodfellas/ and in 'Casino.' 

‘Kundun’ may be his furthest journey yeu 
from the vicious hoodlums and psychopaths 
of urban America to "the reincarnate Buddha 
of Compassion” in his Himalayan vastness. 

’it’s the flip side of the kind of material 
I’ve been attracted to, where the character's 
dark side is predominant...people who’ve 
been very physical and violent. Here is a per¬ 
son who is guided by religious convictions 
and spirituality” So will there be any cine¬ 
matic heirs to Jake La Motta, the brutalised 
boxer of ‘Raging Bull.* Taxi Driver’s* 
deranged vigilante Travis Bickle, or 'Good- 
fellas" mobster Harry Hill? "The only way to 
continue with that sort of character is self- 
destruction. It’s more or less a dead end. 
You’ve played that out now. I see another 


phase coming on," says Scorsese. 

Does this new artistic phase coincide with 
a personal serenity? “Yes" he says. 
‘Though maybe I'm getting older... There 
are times in peoples* lives when .something 
happens, an emotion or an understanding, 
that is attributed totally to the spiritual plane. 
I’m not talking about tables levitating. I’m 
talking about feeling open, about feeling 
compassion for everyone. I know that it 
exists in our nature." 

He is full of admiration for his cast. ‘‘It 
was an ensemble performance. These people 
were so committed to telling their story. 
They weren’t acting, they were living. There 
was no artifice.” In the US. some critics 
have condemned the film for being too pas¬ 
sive. lacking in drama. But. says the direc¬ 
tor, "it wasn't about drama. I wanted in 
make a film like a piece of music, conveying 
the philosophy of the people, their 
spirituality." 

Scorsese still describes himself as a Cath¬ 
olic. and the ex-altar hoy's fascination with 
ritual, with the robes and fetish objects of 
ceremony, is apparent in the scrupulous. lov¬ 
ing observation of Tibetan rites. “I'm not a 
professor of comparative religion. I can't 
covey the tenets of their belief, but 1 can 
convey their reverence. The more elaborate 
the ritual, the more powerful is the impact 
when it’s destroyed.” 

Despite his presentation of the Chinese in 
‘Kundun* as almost gangstcrishly brutal vit- 
lians. he insists that Chinese film-makers arc 
now producing the best cinema in the world. 
"They're fresh, inventive and tell universal 
human stories, i want to learn something 
new. about film-making, about life, from 
films." Most American movies don't interest 
him. "They don’t lell me anything new... a 
lot of these films arc very topical in their 
humour. They have a life of about 25 min¬ 
utes and then the joke is over." 

He describes Quentin Tarantino, whose 
postmodern take on western machismo cur¬ 
rently holds sway in Hollywood, as “a very 
hip guy." But Scorsese's not convinced by 
his approach. “Paul Schrader has said that 
older guys like us are on the way out 
because we usually deal with (he existential 
hero, as opposed to the ironic hero of Taran¬ 
tino whose motto is ‘so whatT We. on the 
other hand, take it all very seriously. Hope¬ 
fully wc don’t go overboard with it. But. 
with these characters, you can't help hut 
take them seriously, feel for what they go 
through. Has the world really changed to 
such an extent that from now on it's all 
going to be ‘So whm? Who cares’. 1 '" ■ 

Financial Times Syndication 


PERKY & BEANZ by RosscD Myers 
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f IT *5 A AREAT BAY INPEEP ^ 
WHEN THE VITAMINS,BRAN ANP| 
ARTHRITIS RUN FORMULA 
ALL KICK IN AT ON£E 



ELWOOD by Ben Ifempletoa & Tbtn Forman 

\StMOODtS fXTHBC fUS 

■weed up Houciue as 
Ad exeteasE'*-' 



wax, sou, a sock 
©»vb& >bUR ©nape 

TUB CDPKBCT 


owfit «usee 

“IMB SPECIAL SHOOS, | 
■8® KBfiecjnvE 
ao mwfi Ajo-nte 
WALKMAN, WIT 

war**-me swat 

FOR? 


ZvTT 


gaSOMQMIC 

sneuctuieg- 


Cts/ass 

NATURAL 
VOS TUBAL 
Bounce 
AMP 

gHVTHM. ! 
V- 



AND ITS fiKEWT 
FOR WHACWM6 
AT STUFF. 



CATFISH by Fred Wagner & Tom Cone 





“That’s a very neat job of ‘tar and feathering*.” 


Jumble 


Unscramble these floor words, one 
letter lo each square, to farm four 
ordinary wank. 


□ 

OBEW 



nz 



MHEAR 


— ^ 

/ 



EDGERD 




n 

n 


J_ 

sJ 

LJ 



AFACED 

m: 


a 


|WH KT THE SUCCESS-! 
FUL CCXJNTERFETT 
ART73T VV. 


Now arrange the circled letters to form 
the surprise answer, as suggested by 
the above cartons. 


Answer 


- ‘imin 


GV3H V „QaD^OA. 
- pip ktub irapmonoa pyssaxins aip rei^ nawny 

aavDvj goagraa whuvh bhavos :sk»/*suv 


Would You 
Believe... 


The first movie theater 
opened in the United States 
in 1896 in New Orleans. 

CapL Henry Wirz, com¬ 
mandant of the Anderson- 
ville Prison, was the only 
Civil War soldier executed 
for war crimes. 

The first commercial UJS. 
communications satellite was 
launched in 1962- 

Boxer Joe Louis had to 
defend his heavyweight title 
25 times. 

The heart is one muscle in 
the human body that never 
rests. 

mm * 

Ninety-nine percent of all 
species of animals that ever 
lived on earth died out before 
man came along. 

O B98, Tribune Media Soviets 
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Whose brainchild was 
Mother’s Day? 


The hand that rocks the cra¬ 
dle rules the nation and its 
destiny. 

South African proverb 

FROM AFGHANISTAN to 
Cosia Rica, more than 40 
countries honor mothers with 
a special day. hut not all 
nations celebrate on the same 
day. In the United Stales. Tor 
example, it is always the sec¬ 
ond Sunday of May. But Eng¬ 
land's Mother's Day falls on 
the fourth Sunday of Lent f17 
March, this year). And inter¬ 
national Mother's Day is 
always 11 May. (in the LIS. 
there is even an official 
Mother's-In-Law-Day—the 
fourth Sunday in October.) 

We honor Mom with senti¬ 
mental curds, polled plants, 
breakfast in bed. an entire 
day without chores...but how 
much do we know about the 
origin of this holiday? 


While there is some con¬ 
flicting evidence that local 
Mother's Day celebrations 
may have occurred in the late 
1800's in different places 
throughout the United States, 
the idea for Mother's Day is 
generally credited to Anna M. 
Jarvis. Most sources agree 
that Mother's Day was first 
celebrated at a small church 
in West Virginia in 1907. It 
was a special service 
arranged by Anna M. Jarvis 
to honor the memory of her 
own mother. Seven years 
later. President Woodrow 
Wilson proclaimed Mother's 
Day a national holiday. 

History books, even the 
field of women's history, 
often overlook Anna Jarvis' 
one-woman crusade. Perhaps 
this is because women were 
engaged in so many other 
reform efforts during the 
early 1900s. These reforms 


and the avenues (hey opened 
for women give historical 
context to the campaign for 
Mother's Day and the life of 

Anna Jarvis. 

Women are extremely 
prominent in early 20th cen¬ 
tury history. For example. Lhe 
National American Women's 
Suffrage Association's strug¬ 
gle to attain the vote Is 
widely recognized, as arc pro¬ 
gressive reformers such as 
June Addams. who. with her 
Hull House, worked to ease 
social Mis. particularly the 
woes of immigrants and the 
working class, in recent 
years, enlightened scholars 
have also highlighted the tire¬ 
less efforts of Black women, 
such as Ida B. Wells and 
Mary Church Terrell, who 
sought to organize both for 
women's rights and for the 
establishment of African 
American rights. 


Many ni these reformers 
were mother*, a*, well as acti¬ 
vists. but their contribution as 

mothers was often over¬ 
looked. The creation of 
Mother's Day as a national 
holiday restored Mom's 
status "as a cornerstone «r the 
family and the nation. 

Anna Jarvis came of age 
surrounded by Progressive 
reform efforts. She was raised 
in the small town of Grafton. 
West Virginia (now the site 
of an International Mother's 
Day Shrine). She taught 
school in Grafton, cared lor 
her blind sister and her 
mother, participated in the 
temperance and suffrage 
movements, and was active in 
the local Methodist church. 
When her mother died in 
1904. Ms Jarvis sought a spe¬ 
cial memorial Mother's Day 
Service at the church. It took 
three years, but she evemu- 


Jordan Design and 
Trade Center 

Doing its bit for 
local community 

AMMAN (Star)—The Jordan Design and Trade 
Center was established in 1990 and its aim is to 
create employment among low income commu¬ 
nities, particularly for women, raise the stan¬ 
dards of Jordanian handcraTts production, pro¬ 
vide marketing opportunities internationally - 

In 1995, the Center provided training and ser¬ 
vices to over 30 handicraft-related organiza¬ 
tions. About 3.000 Jordanian craTts people and 
.their families have benefited from the Center's 
assistance in product development, technical 
and management training and marketing. 

The Center includes an export, wholesale and 
three retail outlets to market Jordanian handi¬ 
crafts. It helps craft men and women sell their 
products locally and abroad by participating in 
major national and international exhibits and 
ithrough other marketing means. 

: The Center operates with funding from the 
US Agency for International Development 
.(USAIDj and the United Nations Fund for 
Women Development (UNIFEM j. ft also 
received assistance from a number of local 
organizations and embassies in Jordan Ji 



ally got her wish: the first 
Mother's Day service, mosily 
a gathering of friends and 
family members, was held on 
May 10. 1907. 

The roles of women—and 
mothers—were changing rap¬ 
id I\ during this period as 
women stepped down from 
the pedestals of Victorian 
womanhood. The Progressive 
Era tI l >i Kl-1920). saw women 
emerge from the cocoon of 
the household into the cosi¬ 
nes*. of community life. 
Women like Ms Jarvis 
explored rules outside those 
of housekeeper. mother, 
homemaker, and wife, but did 
not reject them. Rather, they 
expanded them into the pub¬ 
lic arena. 'The statement that 
the home was a woman's 
sphere was not an argument 
against women's suffrage but 
in favor ol it." notes feminist 
scholar Ailecn S. Kradiior, 
"lor government was 
'enlarged housekeeping.' and 
it needed the real experience 
of the nation's 

housekeepers." 

Ms Jarvis spent two for¬ 
tunes. wrote thousands of let¬ 
ters to influential persons and 
authored many pamphlets in 
her effort to gain recognition 
for (he traditional role of 
motherhood. Nine years after 
she first sought a memorial 
service. Pennsylvania in 1913 
became the first stale to 
declare Mother's Day a state 
holiday. (Jarvis had moved 
from West Virginia to Penn¬ 
sylvania in 19(14 to take a 
positions as a literary editor 
lor a Philadelphia-bused com¬ 
pany.) Congress followed 
Pennsylvania's lead a year 
later, proclaiming the second 
Sunday of May as Mother's 
Day. 

Today, most of us celebrate 
Mother's Day with little 
awareness of how it began. 
Bui we can still identify with 
the respect, love and honor 
that Anna Jarvis displayed 
nearly a century ago. Women, 
especially mothers, face new 
challenges in society today. 

but motherhood remains a 
luSuug muuciux uu us as 

individuals and as a nation. ■ 


35 years of excellence 
in quality service 



HOTEL INTER.Continental Jordan celebrates 
its 35th anniversary today. With its fourth major 
expansion and renovation programme under 
way, the hotel continues to revive. its fresh 
image and maintain its high standards of quality, 
hospitality, reliability and first-class service. 

Jordan's leading hotel is turning into an 
impressive 500-room building. With an. exqui¬ 
site and newly built health spa. an outdoor 
swimming pool, extravagant ballrooms, meeting 
rooms. Middle Eastern and InlernationaLrestau- 
rants and cafes and other facilities, the hotel is 
well prepared to serve its foreign and Jordanian 
guests to international five-siar standards. 

The hotel's InterFit Health Spa, which started 
operation in November 1997, offers the larest 


Enjoy the 
at the 


stace-of-Lhe-art gym equipment.. Fjtness?gte$i3£ 
and'an indoor lap pool all aimed & improving, 
the health arid wdl-bemg or the.-spa's memtxas 
and guests, helping them look.and feel good. irt. 
House guests and Interfit members can also- 
enjoy therapeutic massages, soothing facials and. 
body treatments fn the sanctuary 1 of"peace and 
tranquility. 

When'the hotel opened its doors in 1963. as 
Jordan's first five-star botel. it. had 110 guest, 
rooms. By the end of the present renovations.' 
scheduled for completion by the end of this 
year, the hotel will stand as an outstanding 500- 
room building with a new lopk,-new restaurants, 
new shopping arcade. new underground parking 
facilities and new and renovated guest rooms. 
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'JJiis year you are spoiled for c/foice ... 
Jfoiel drier- Goniinenlaf Jordan yiues you into 
options io make t/iis occasion extra special!! 


..«">» 1 »>• 


[/}tasty djruncJlfor the family ai OftaZ 'Restaurant, 
our special menu includes a wide selection of your 
favourite, delicious dis/ies. *jto entertain the Aids, jSive 
Cartoon characters wifi6e present to put a smite io theirfaces / 


or 


Spice up the evening with a romantic 2 ) ^inner al f/SuJfJjCirci 
Restaurant, where you can enjoy exquisite 'Jndian cuisine 
and its splendid atmosphere. 

On both occasions mothers writ receives a free one- 
day pass for the new drier- Sit Jieafth Spa as 
well as 20 rj, 0 discount on heauty 
treatments J 

JlCaJze 'Jltom feelextra special&&iffs (fay 
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FOR AUDIENCES in search of the ultimate good time, few entertainers can match the sheer delight 
of David Holler. For the past three years. Holler has been a favourite of audiences throughout Embpd ’ 
and the UK. His influences include Elton John, the Beatles, Creedence, Sinatra. Elvis and many dtb*. - 
ere. Watching on audience respond to him, there usually isn’t a soul in the place who isn’t clappji^ 
singing, dancing or doing all three. David Holler entertains during Mach from Saturday to Thursday, • . 
from 8:00 until midnight at the WINGS CLUB PIANO BAR located at the-Radisson SAS Hofei. ’ • 
Amman (former Philadelphia Hotel)■ , r ; : ‘ 

Coca-Cola takes region-wide 
leadership in Middle East 
and North Africa 



Bahrain—Fuelled by strate¬ 
gic investments and sales 
momentum in the Middle 
East. The Coca-Cola Com¬ 
pany has taken market lead¬ 
ership in the Middle East 



DL 



ere nee 


■ Uniquely tJour 6 



P.O.Box 8S17A& Amman 1 / 185, Jordan 
Abdoun Circ 


and North Africa 
region, ah area 
long dominated 
by competition. 

The latest 
investment got 
underway 
recently when 
construction, 
began on a new 
£20 million state- 
of-the-art bottling 
plant in ■ Riyadh. 

Saudi Arabia, the 
fastest growing 
market for com¬ 
pany products in 
the region. • 

The Middle East and North 
Africa region, spinning from 
Morocco .. in the' west to 
Oman in the east, has bene¬ 
fited from £400 million 
investment by the Coca-Cola 
system over the past "-five 
years, with a further $200 
milDon infusion scheduled 
for the next-three years. This 
investment has been used to 
build and upgrade production 
facilities, extend distribution 
networks, place sales.equip-, 
me'nt. and persuc aggressive ' 
marketing programs. 

As a ' result. Coca-Cola 
products now represent. 38 
percent of total sales in the 
region as a whole. ■ This is. 
double the share of sales 
held five years ago. 

"Wc have always believed 
that the Middle East and 
North Africa region would 
be a leadership market For 
the Coca-Cbla'system" said 
Sandy Allan, president of the 
company's Middle East and 
North Africa Division..Doug- 
las.N. Daft, president Middle 
and Far East Group. The 
Coca-Cola Company, also 
added that “it is only a mat¬ 
ter of ti me before we: take the 


lead in every one of-lheTndi^ •• 
vidua I countries of the^kf;. . 

die East and North Afoc£ 

Investments of more^fbair- 
$60 million have also-^been- 
. made in Jordan and Lebanon, 
where the company acquired 
the local Coca-Cola bottling 
operations in 1997. instaJIingvv- 
new equipment and adyQhced.‘$ . 
product.quality systems.-and 
providing . Training .. for. 
employees •• throughout the 

organisation... .V.:,' 

And in-Egypt, the region's 
■ most populous country.':-ttie- 
Coca-Cola Company’ >has 
invested more than $.180 mil¬ 
lion to enhance production, 
distribution ' and marketplace, 
execution, such as the place¬ 
ment of 30.000 coolers -in 
. 1997. As a result, afterinany . 
years of being number . 
the Coca-Cola, systeaf*. hi- 
Egypt has bei»me 
try's leading soft .drii^fc. . 
ducer, with dost 
cent shares of sares'.. .;^ ^: 

The Coca-Cola CrimjwhY 
is . the largest" distribqttfr- L oif, 
soft drinks in the worldi'withjA'l.’ 
distribution ‘networks, in. •- 
more than. 200 ^ countries' 
world-wide.* 


C^itX*,US» 
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Celebrating Mother’s Day in Jordan 

Giving a little 
thought to the elderly 









1988 SUMMER-..fashion is 
S^Kttly influenced by styles; 
from the -late ‘ seventies. 
Trends include raulti colours, 
simple designs and choice of 
comfortable fabrics as well as 
a lot of uni-colours- and 
plains. 

-V ,. The - cut of shin* is slightly-^ 

S* slimmer but major changes 
are happening with, collars. 
Versace reintroduced the 


famous John TYavolta big col¬ 
lar resting over the jacket and 
flashing the masculine chest 
Others followed suit-with a 
variety, of collar models that 
are wider & bigger. • 

When top designers play 
with the cut they avoid influ¬ 
encing major changes in fab- 
nc styles. Simple two collar 
classic checks are still highly 
fashionable with blues remain-. 


ing prominent. Wide stripes 
on pastel-to-medium back¬ 
ground are also in demand. 

Fashion Colour plains with 
new shades resembling indus¬ 
trial minerals (steel, rust or 
copper), as well as dark greys 
: ®nd nut browns are back-this 
season, while sweet, flashy 
colours are out for good. 
Muted, matching tones for 
trousers, shirts and jackets are 
. a must this summer. 

Major style shifts introu 
• sers are in the area.of comfort¬ 
able . cottons that bridge 
extreme classic & jeans styles. 

- Ties compliment -- the plain 
look nicety. Jacquards with 
small motifs is the newest 
development, as well as knots 
of bright uni-colors knotted 
wider t han usual. 

T-shirts & polo shirts are 
.still -in growing demand as 
Jordanian men are more aware 
of the need of recreational Fri¬ 
day, wear. Single jersey St 
pique made from 100% cotton 
are suitable for oil occasions 
and men look 'smart wearing. 
them, as long as they are in 
shape. ' 

i^siEoc' -nightwear' wide stripe 
- in. and checks with- 
ling shorts that. can 
. worn as uni-sex. Silk- 
screen printed boxers are pop¬ 
ular among the young, and the 
prints could vaiy from cartoon 
..characters to world maps. 

Such freedom in design is 
also shared with socks that are 
now used as tools of express¬ 
ing mood. Accessories such as 
belts, reflecting a degree of. 
machismo, are wider in width 
& heavier on the buckle. 

' 'Overall the- 1998 summer 
look reflects simplicity, mas¬ 
culinity & a touch, of the 
pastJH 




By Ibtisam Awadat 
Special to The Star 

“WOMEN CONSTITUTE 
half of society " is the habit¬ 
ual phrase we hear when 
some-one expresses an opin¬ 
ion about the fairer sex. but 
for others, women in the role 
of mothers have given hinh 
lo. nurtured and raised the 
emire world. 

On 21 March, the world 
celebrates Mother's Day. 
although some people prefer 
to call it Family Day. hcliev- 
ing that the mother is ihe 
essential link in any house¬ 
hold which keeps the family 
together. 

Before the hig day. people 
shop for special gifts to give 
their mothers. So. in 
advance, commercial centers 
devote special space to 
Mother's Day gifts: stylish 
clothes, chocolates, flowers, 
sometimes even kitchen 
“utensils. In other words, 
anything that can he asso¬ 
ciated with mothers, the 
things they do and the way 
they make us feci. 

Whenever 1 think of 
Mother's Day 1 gel jealous. 
My children buy their mother 
beautiful presents and give 
them to her. But l say why 
don t we have a Father's 
Day?" laughed Ibrahim Kha- 
sewneh. 34. "My own mother 
is a very dear person to me. 
even though she is very old 
and needs constant attention. 

I try to provide it. not only 
because it is my duty, but also 
because it is my pleasure." 
Ibrahim added. 

“1 don't want anything. I 
find all the happiness I want 
when all my children are 
gathered around me.” said 
Umm Ahmad. 42. wandering 
with three of her children 
through a Shmeisoni 
supermarket 

Many people refuse the 
idea of Mother's Day because • 
they believe that people must 
look after their'mothers every 
single day. without a need to 
be reminded of their duly. 

But that's not always the 
case in Jordan-. Many elderly 
men and women are being 
brought to old age homes 
seeking help and services 
they aren r : receiving any¬ 
where else. 

The Amman House for the 
Aged, established four years 
ago. is a good example of 
such a place, and was estab¬ 
lished for an interesting 
reason. 


“The owner of the house 
some years ago had an uncle 
who had never married. 
When he got old. he had no 
place to stay. You might say 
he was the first official resi¬ 
dent of Amman House." said 
Mah.i Mjdhan. president of 
the residence. 

in Amman House, elderly 
persons who have nowhere 
else lit mm can receive good 
medic. 1 1 care. The House 
maintains contacts with two 
doctors and one social 
worker. 

“I like to deal with the old- 
aged. Everyone of them has a 
story to tell. They don't ask 
lor much, only to he talked 
and listened lo. They hate to 
feel isolated from others.” 
added Madhan. 

In our tour inside the 
house, we noticed how clean 
and comfortable the house 
was. A group of older w omen 
were gathering to watch TV 
while workers were busy pre¬ 
paring lunch. 

”1 ha\e four daughters and 
lour sons: all arc married but 
they live outside Jordan. 
That's why I stay here. When 
one of them comes hack 1 
will live With him." said 
Umm Ahmad, who doesn't 
remember her age. She is a 
widow of three years, and 
suffers from problems related 
to diabetes. 

"I don't want anything. 1 
pray to God to keep them in 
good health and help them lo 
succeed in their lives." 
answered Umm Ahmad when 
asked about the present she 
wants most on Mother's Day. 

Old age homes provide a 
place Tor elderly people w>ho 
do not need to he hospital¬ 
ized. yet arc often too weak 
nr confused to properly look 
after themselves on their 
own. 

Another woman, her hair 
turned white, was talking to a 
collea -. 

“t have been here’ for five 
months. My son was looking 
for a place where I could rest 
and receive good care 
because his wife can't take 
care of me. her famiiy is 
already large enoueh. He 
was lucky to find this place, 
and I feel lucky too.” said 
octogenarian Umm Omar. 

"My sons always come to 
visit me and bring me any¬ 
thing l want. They never for¬ 
get met. That's why i love 
them." Umm Omar added. 

Some of the old men and 
women in the residence hold 


high degrees, but 
unfortunately suf¬ 
fer from old-age 
syndromes like 
dotage and 

forgetfulness. 

“Keeping old 
people in places 
like this protects 
them from harm. 

Wc provide them 
with ail the neces¬ 
sities. including 
tender loving care. 

That's why their 
children are so 
keen to have their 
parents stay here." 

Madhaun 
commented. 

And so we wel¬ 
come Mother's 
Day. as it reminds 

us of those who . -*—- n 

brought us into this ut most cases the helping hand mothers give their voune ones is no. 

world, and of our returned when they grow old. ** ’ 

responsibility to 
care for them. ■ 
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Jordan Design & Trade Center cordially invites you to 

ART ON ART 

A Celebration of Iraq al Amir Products 

PAINTINGS BY 15 ARTISTS 

PLUS : CARDS / CUSHIONS / FABRICS / CLOTHING / CERAMICS AND MUCH MORE 

(this exhibition runs from March 21st - April 25th) 
JORDAN DESIGN & TRADE CENTER 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
Tel. 5699141/2 Opening hours 8:00 Am - 7:00 PM 

(Off Wadi Saqra Street, between King Abdullah Gardens & Safeway, 2nd right after gas station) 
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An Exquisite 
Shopping 

Tax Free 

Opportunity 

Combined 

with 

Quality & 
Affordability 


H 


Were expandingfeLcjinriarics 
ef sbopputg pleasure, 

Wfe offer you afl^Wensive 
collection of wrld famous brands 
’ afi tax-free. - 


Amman 

Duty Free Shops 

As a Tourist visiting Jordan, you are eligible to purchase from a vast 
selection of commodities each time you enter the kingdom within the 
first two weeks of your arrival, at a very sensational value. 

As a Diplomat You are allowed to take piecemeal from your regular 
quota apd enjoy a new monthly non-quota duty free goods without the 
exemption form plus a commercial discount on the original price tag 
with the best in service, quality, range of the widest choice of short & 
prices 6 ™ dUrable goods in the dut y free business at highly competitive 

Working hours: 8:00 am - 9:00 pm all weekdays except for Fridays . 

Jordanian-International Border 
Crossing Duty Free Shops 

All land border travelers arriving or departing through any of the 
Crossing Points, are entitled to purchase duty free items at sensational 
prices. Our working hours are the same as those of the Crossing Point 
time schedule. 

For further information , please contact your travel age 

hotel reception , or call us at: 

5683266 / 824187Amman or 02/237554 Jordan Valley 
or 05/571548 King Hussein Bridge DFS. 

• Amman DFS / City Terminal Building near the 7th Circle. 

• King Hnssein Bridge DFS. 

• Jordan’s Valley Crossing Point DFS. 

• Amman Center DFS / DQ /4th Circle (opening soon) 

• Jaber DFS / bonier with Syria (opening soon). 

• Ramtha DFS / border with Syria (opening soon). 

• Wadi Araba DFS / (opening soon). 

• Al Karamah DFS / bonder with Iraq (opening soon). 

• Aqaba Port DFS (opening soon). 

• Aqaba Ship Chandlers DFS (opening soon). 

JD Lf^sl/kT P f ny /^rn^ T ^^ a ^ n ' ls<m ^ louniStr - ■ 'ihmeisatii 
Tel 5683266 - Fax 5603571 - P.O. Box 941601 - Amman W Iordan 

E-Mail: jdf@go.com,jo 
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Liban-sud, front militaire arabo-israetien depuis 20 ans 

%En represailles a des attaques palestiniennes, Israel en vahil le sud du Liban le 14 mars 19, 

Ultaiu est destinee a prOliver le nord de son lerritoire des combatants de l'Organisationde Liberation ae 
Palestine (OLPl Sommi par le ConseU de Sfcurlti (resolution 425) de se rttirer «*a»s 
une bande frontaliere censee servir de bouclierface aux attaques palestiniennnes. En J W2, l Etat hebreu 
envahit a nouveau le Liban, en poussant ('offensive jusqti '& Beyrouth, el expulse I'OLP et son chej Yasser 
Arafat. En 1985 l'armee israilienne se retire en conservant toutefois une zone de sEcurite ae850 tan2 ausua. 

A pres avoir combattu au Liban pour empicher tes Palestinians d’attaquer son propre territoire, l Etat hebreu 
deviant un occupant que /'on tente de chasser. Les integristes du Hezbollah prennent le relais des Pajesamens et 
tirent sur le nord d'lsraSl en riponse aux bombardements de civtis libanais. C f est le dGbtitd’un conjut lane avec 
scs Episodes dramatiqu es : en 1996, e'est Voperation * raisins de la cotbre» menie par Vaviation israeuenne qui 
fait plus de 170 marts, essentieUement des civtis. Repetant qu ’dies n 'ont ni contentieux avec Beyrouth m 
pretention tcrritoriale les autoritis israiliennes ont recemmentpropose de se retirer sans traiti de paa m * 
normalisation a condition que le gouvemement libanais garantisse la securite & lajfontibrajl «r vrtn qu an 
t bout de vingt arts et plusieurs evenemerits peu glorieux (massacre de Sabra et Chatila en 1982, bombaraement 

S ,, y. y. 1 X rn anf n -r\ ffon AOl c rill v f or meurtrzer d’une position de I'ONU & Cana en 1996). Israel est confronts a un double probteme: despertes 

U P U 1 C III C II l C II lld.Ily'M-l'J LIU. vj Idl croissantes au Liban et un mouvement de fond dans I'opinion israilienne pour seddgager del omtire tibanaise. 
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Politique 

Majali, le parfait mauvais role 

Sous la direction d’un Premier ministre distant et sans 
imagination, le gouvemement a poursuivi les efforts de 
normalisation avec Israel et surtout fait preuve de fermete. 
Bilan d'un an d’impopularite. 


Archeologie 
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Majali, dejit Premier ministre de 93 a 95, etait charge des 
riegociations de paix avec Israel 


Deux crises ira- 

kiennes. des elections legisla¬ 
tives comeMees. une *sale^ af¬ 
faire avee Israel, le tout enrobe 
dans une offensive centre les li- 
hertes publiques afin de faire 
passer des decisions socialcs et 
econnmiques pour les couches 
populates. Voici le niccourci 
d’un an de gouvemement Maja- 
IL forme le 19 man. 1997 et re- 
manie il y a quelques semaines. 

A I’origine. eela devait etre 
un gouvemement de transition 
qui avail pour luche principal 
Torganisalion des elections leg¬ 
islatives. Or. le Premier mi- 
nislrc Majali a formfc son 
equipc dans des circonslunccs 
particulieres. le massacre 
tPadolcscentes israelicnncs par 
un soldat jordanicn. Parmi les 
mcmhies du nouveau cabinet, 
nombreux avaient participe aux 
ndgociations de paix avec 
Israel. Un geslc symholique 
t estine a momrer la "bonne vo- 
! inte du pouvoir jordanien a 
l£gard de I'Etai hebreu. Dans 
• an acte de naissance. le gou- 
cmement Majali etait done 
appelc a dautres missions que 
lb simple supervision d’un scru- 
t?n. 

■ Mai 97. premiere confronta¬ 
tion avec les Jordaniens. Le 
gouvemement passe outre la 


Chambre des deputes et decrete 
une loi provisoirc sur la presse 
et les publications. Double ob- 
jectif : empecher la vente des 
actions du gouvemement dans 
les deux grands quotidiens {Rai 
cl Doustour J et surtout. a 
I'approche de la campagnc fclec- 
torale. sc debarrasser des heb- 
domadaires -qui ouvrent trop 
la bouchc-. Treize d'enire eux 
seront suspendus en septembre 
avanl d'etre rfchabi lilts par la 
Haute Cour de Justice... trois 
mois aprfcs les elections. 

Pendant la campagne. la 
fermete du gouvemement est 
evidente : avortcmenl du dia¬ 
logue avec les islamistes qui 
ont decide dc boyconer les 
Elections, interdiction des reu¬ 
nions de certains candidats et 
de banderoles trop anti- 
israfcliennes. Par aiileurs. des 
dtS fail lances administratives 
graves sonl signalccs : un haut 
rcsponsable reconnait que 
120.000 cartes fclectorales nm 
etc tmquges. 

Dans ce gouvemement. le 
ministre de I’intericur a eu 
beaucoup dc travail et n'hesite 
pas a faire intervenir les forces 
de I'ordre : contre les greves 
des pharmacicns. des mddecins 
et des etudiams. contre les agri- 
cultcurs de la Vallee du Jour- 
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dain et plus nJccmmcnt contre 
les manifestations pro- 
iraktennes. 

Les organisations intenui- 
tionalcs des droiLs de I'homme 
s'activent eiles aussi et sortent 
en un an cinq rapports sur la si¬ 
tuation en Jordanie dont trois 
*numeros- speciaux. 

Sur le plan cconomiquc. les 
ciioyens retiendront 

l'augmentation des prix dc 
I'cau. dc I'elcctricitc et des car- 
hurants au cours des quatre der- 
niers mois. Le laux de chomagc 
atteint lut 27.5*3> seton Ics reve¬ 
lations du Centre d eludes stm- 
tegiques dc I'Universitc de Jor¬ 
danie. Le gouvemement Majali 
accclcrc le mouvement do pri¬ 
vatisations et lacilitc Ics condi¬ 
tions des investissemems 
etrangers. Lc Fonds mon^tairc 
intemaiionui n’en demand ait 
pas tant et proposait mcmc de 
reporter a plus tard ia privatisa¬ 
tion. 

Quant a l aceord de piuiena- 
riat avec 1’Union Europccnne. il 
inquicte plus qu'il no rejouit les 
commerfants et les industries 
jordaniens. 

Enfin. tout au long de eetie 
premiere anndc. I'cquipe menec 
par Majali a poursuivi avec un 
dynamisme etonnant les projets 
de cooperation avec Israel (pro- 
jet d'acroport commun Eilat- 
Aqaba. creation d'une zone in- 
dustrielle commune a Irbid). En 
revanche, dans I'opinion pu- 
blique, I'atTaire Mecha'al ajou- 
fee aux obstacles dresses par 
Netanyahou a reduit au mini¬ 
mum lc nombre des afficiona- 
dqs dc (a normalisation avec 
I'Etai hebreu et du processus de 
paix et du coup, e'largit le fosse 
d’incompfehension avec le gou- 
vemement. Le 4 novembre 
dernier. I’ecrivain Mouna Chou- 
qeir resumait ainsi Taction du 
pouvoir cn place: -La Jordanie 
officielle ro dans tin sens tandif 
que Li Jordanie pnpulaire va 
dans un autre-. Deux semaines 
plus lard, elle n’gtail plus auto- 
risee a dcrire dans le Rai'. ■ 

Suleiman Sweiss 


Un centre pour conserver Petra 

Pour resister a Viisure du temps , Petra a besoin d'un entretien permanent, 
ci la mesure de celui prodigue par les Nabateens . Aujourd’hui, la mise en oeuvre du 
projet jordano-allemand d'un centre modeme de conservation et de restauration 

de la pierre apparait done comme une urgence. 


«Les Nabateens saitiicnt a 
quel point lcur\ monuments 
claient exposes aux dangers dc 
/'emsinn. premv cn sonl les 
nomhreux escatiers cisrlcs sur 
les fumades a lit settle fin tie 
pennettre leur entretien af- 
firme lc Dr. Hcigc H. Fischer, 
lc dircctcur du projet consistant 
a fonder un Centre de Conser¬ 
vation et de Restauration a Pe¬ 
tra fCCRP}. Apres lc ddpeuple- 
ment dc la cite rose, ses cannux 
qui deviaient iu pluie des 
facades nc fureut plus debou- 
chds et la pcinture qui les couv- 
rait prohublement nc ful plus 
refaite. Si 1500 ans ont suffi it 
la disparition dc plus dc 9fl f ^ 
dcs facades de Petra, combten 
dc temps resic-l-il aux I0 f .r 
survivant qui anirent encore 
des milliers dc touristes chaquc 
annde en Jordanie? 

Oublicc jusqu’ii sa 
-rcdecouvertc- en I SI 2. en¬ 
core ncgligde par la suite. Petra 
a tout de mcmc survdeu. Un 
miracle. Mnis -les quelques 
essais bien inlentinnnes de eon- 
server le Khazneb. le tamheau 
tltt Palais tut Qtisr el-Bint. 


n'nnt fail qu'uggruver lettr etat. 
u cause de I'abwi d'un mortier 
incompatible awe la pierre a 
resitmirr-. oxplique Helge Fis¬ 
cher. II nc laisait qu’clargir les 
fissures qu’il etait censd bouch- 
er. 

Aujt^urd’hui. ics risques 
derreur Mint rdduits. Toute rcs- 
t aural i»n mndernc s'cffectue 
sur la base d’une serieusc inves¬ 
tigation lilhnlogique. -Les pro¬ 
cedures impliqttecs sont 
eoiitettses el cnenmbruntcs. ad- 
mel (c spccialiste allemand, 
nuns il n'y a pas d'ulternatii’c : 
tttilisrr des malrrutux bon mar- 
elie sc rail plus donuiuigeabfe 
que de nr rien faire du loul». 
Furls de ccs principcs fonda- 
nicntaux. la Jordanie et lc gnu- 
'crncmcm allemand ont dc mar- 
re cn 1994 un projet de 
c«Hiperation technique h 
■’initiative dc i'Institut 
d’ArchcoIngic ct 

d'Anthropologie dc I'Universite 
du YarmnukrObjectif: fonder 
un centre jordanien inddpen- 
d;mt c-.ipahle de planifier. super¬ 
visor et exccuter sans interrup¬ 
tion un travail dc conservation 



Le choix du mortier est important pour une conservation 
efficace des monuments. 


et de restauration des facades 
de Petra. 

*Cest un projet unique dans 
lc monde arabe qui doit etre 
acheve vers 2001*. precise le 
Dr. Fischer. -On a bien avan- 
ce. assure-t-il ensuite, les pro¬ 
priety du gres de Petra onl ete 
elablics, une grande variete de 
materiaux testie, un mortier 
compatible identifie (dans sa 
composition et sa couFeur. 
NDLR). I’equipemem ndees- 
sairc continue d'etre transports 
sur le site selon le programme, 
du personnel qualifie a die for¬ 
me en AUemagne et des be¬ 
douins sont employes sur place 
pour la restauration d'un mo¬ 
nument qui a commence en 
1997-. 

Patrimoine mondial 

Au total. 5 millions de 
Deutsche Marks (environ 1,7 
millions JD) ont mis en jeu. 
Deux pas essendels restent ce- 
pendant 2k franchir: ('attribution 
d'un statut semi- 
gouvememental au centre et la 
construction de locaux. 11 s'agit 
d'assurer & la fois la fiddlitS, la 
mou'vation (bons salaires) et 
1'unitd de I’dquipe de travail 
Pour le directeur du projet, *la 
formula d'une institution semi- 
gouwmementale sous I’egide 
du Haut Conseil pour la Sci¬ 
ence et la Technology et le 
patronage du Prince Hdssari.- ■■ 
est la plus appropride *. Con- 
cemant la construction d'une j 
•cmaisan)* pour le Centre. le ter¬ 
rain existe (alloul par le De¬ 
partment des Antiquifes prfes 
du Forum H6fel de P6tra), le 
pennis a delivre I la fin de 
l'annee demifere. Pouriant, rien 
ne peut commencer sans 
qu'une partie substandelle du 
budget ne soit d6bIoqu6e. 
tMeme si un projet 
d'assistance technique se limite 
habitueUement a la donation 
d'equipement et b la formation 
de specialists, le Ministdre 



Informatique 


Internet: Tesprit des journaux... en ligne 

Les sites Internet des organes de la presse ecrite frangaise prolongent Vesprit de ces journaux 
et v associent les potentialites d'Internet. Zoom sur quelques sites de la presse ecrite. 


Sur le rcscau mondial. 
I'Enh irmaiion circulc vile. Aussi 
vius diverse* latitudes. Ics in- 
ternautes presses n hesitcnt-ils 
pas ii ennsulicr Ics sites Internet 
dc leurs journaux favuris. Une 
repnnse ■> une demandc cfl're- 
nce d'inirirmalion que Michel 
Colt'nna d'lstria. reductcur cn 
chel du Monde cn licnc. quulif- 
ie jvce un sens de la metaphorc 
de '•methadone pour Ics dro- 
glic 1 ' de riiifonnitlinn ». Cc 

- tabutIttl da journal pupicr ■■ 
pre.scnte son enntenu en ligne 
en deux versions : Tunc en 
mode texic. Tautre ipkis longue 
.‘rconsulterj a panir d’un tclc- 


chiirgcment page a page du 
quolidicn. 

Mais Ics sites de la presse 
ecrite rceelcnt bien d'autrcs po- 
tcmialitcs. Comme cede dc 
mettre cn perspective l aciualiie 
sous forme dc dossiers elol'fes 
et consulmmem remix a jour. 
Durant lc festival dc Cannes. 
Le Monde en ligne a re.ictuuiise 
son eontenu 6 it 8 fois par jour, 
chose impossible pour ledition 
papier. 

-Collant- a Cactualilc. les 
themes dcs dossiers epousent 
dc pres les lignes cditoriales dcs 
journaux et presement. p.i- 
rallelemem j des articles pub- 


C’est la vie 

L'agenda culturel d 7 Amman . 
Cinema 

Cycle cunsucre a 1'acteur francais Alain Delon. 

Lr iht.wut’c. un film dc Rene Manzor t!9S6>. sous-titre cn 
aruhe. Un xpcciniislc dc dcssin anime est victimc d'un accident 
dc voiturc a\ce son Ills. La mon lui propose un marehe.. 
.Lundi 23 man a 18h30 ct 20h50 au Centre culturel 
'Francois. Renscignemenls au 637009 ou 636445. 

Entree lihre. 

Journees de la Francophonie 

Fresquc - Paul dc Gobcrt cxpoicra scs oruvres prcparawircs a 
'son prttjci dc fresque muraJc tdcssins. pastels ct toi Ics* dc ppys- 
uccs Ir.inv'ui* 1 ct jnrd.inicnst. Lc vernissage sera suivi j'unc 
conference dc I'artisic sur lc theme ct les aspeers techniques de 
vettc nruvrc. ainsi que scs autres realisations. Vernissage le 
vendredi 20 mars a 17h00 puis conference a 18H00. 

NouveUe municipalite, Ras-el-Ain. 

Contes - Un concourc d'i I lustration dc comes francophones 
traduits cn arabe pour Ics cloves de 7 a 12 ans dcs Cvoles jordn- 
niennes. Vernissage lc vendredi 20 mars suivi de ia remise 
dcs prix a iOhOfl, .\ouvclle municipalite. Ras-el-Ain. 


lies dans leurs journaux. diflc- 
rents eclai rages sur Ics sujeU 
tniifes. Ainsi en naviguant. on 
decouvrc. par exemple. un dos¬ 
sier sur les composante* d'un 
eon flit : Le jour on la Pales¬ 
tine lut pttriage- f Liberationi 
ou sur lc*- differentes phases 
d'un pnve.s. comme celui .ic- 
tucllcmcnt de Maurice Papon 
I Le Mamie i. 

Sur le theme -ce droit du sot 
it geometric variable-, le site 
du Monde sc fait I'ccho dc la rc- 
lorme cn cours. II public cn 
ligne I'intcgraliie du rappnn 
Weil remis au gouvemement 
sur le sujet de Timmigration. 
Dccidant d'apponcr un cclui- 
r.ige vecu. Le Muiule cn ligne a 
repnxluil trois textes recenLs 
extraits d'un livre public ehe/ 
Denoel intitule. Mon Eldorado, 
la France. fondiJs sur des te- 
moigruges dctningcr.s. IJsani 
des rc.s.soiis d Internet, ce dossi¬ 
er rente unc experience interac¬ 
tive. Deux experts Patrick 
Weil, l autcur du rapport cite, ct 
Danielc Lochack. responsahle 
d’association, som insites a in- 
tervenir cn fonction de la pr*rlec 
dcs dchats sur Inrcntet. dans 
I opinion cl a t'Asscniblce na- 
tionalc. Unc initiative appelec a 
se rcnouvclcr. Se dellnissanr 
comme de simples 
-inctliarain-. Iu redaction du 
Monde cn ligne n'intcrvicnt psis 
dans le debat. Sauls des propos 
contraircs aux valeurs citov- 
ennes ne sont pas permis. 

Toujnurs Jans ccttc vcme in¬ 
teractive mais sur un autre rv- 
gistre. lc magazine leminin Elle 
propose -des rencontres i tr- 
tuclles avec des personntditis 
de tons horizons ■■ nu encore un 
dossier sur -da pilule it JO am ■. 

Outre Ics forums, le multime¬ 


dia. e'est russj eclie eapacitd 
doperer dcs hens hvpertexlcs 
A ! occasion Je J'ouvcnurc dc 
nouvclies salles egyptiennes du 
Louvre. Le Monde en ligne 
propose aux mtemauics des 
mofs-clets comme auLint de se¬ 
sames >ur 1'Egv pte jneienne. 

La presse regionals n'est pus 
cn rcsie. Ses sites sont nom¬ 
hreux e» parl'ois plus uncicns 
queccux dc ia presse naiionalc. 


Ints Somarriba 

Deux sites Internet de la 
presse ecrite natinnale : 

I>e Monde: 

http://n-wK.lemonde.fr 
Liberation: 

http^/wKw. liberation, fr 
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Lb hum tran^Ma *w to ttm nooada.fr 
O-r Li press# denta ujr Mtermi. raaem du nunaur on aqn*t 


La presse franqaise sur le site nomadejr 


Balbutiements en Jordanie 


Constat evident : la presse cn 
ligne est peu dcveloppee id. Un coup d'tsil sur 
Ics dilTcrcnts sites cn sen ice sulfil. Celui du 
Doustour propose des informations perimees 
d une semainc et celui du Afar n'est pus [oujours 
accessible. En general, les jouraaux sc comen- 
tent de reproduire sur internet leur version pa¬ 
pier. Pas dc dossiers, pas dc forums de discus¬ 
sions. Sculs lc Star ct lc Jordan Times lenient 
quelques efforts : votre hchdomudairc pnSferfi 
vous met a disposition toutes ses archives de- 
put? son litnccmcm sur le net en novembre 95. 
le quolidicn en anglais. lui. a ehoisi de soigner 
sa premiere page d'acccs avec unc photo 
dactualite uccroehcusc. A part ccs quelques 
initiatives, c'cm fe desert Wadi L 7 bcmautique. 

Pour Khattab Salman, chef d'ddilion 
d Arabia on line, le service media numcro un 
sur internet dans lc Moyen-Oricnt. cetlc ab¬ 
sence dc presse cn ligne jordanicn nc diene dc 
ce m>m s'explique d'abord par des raisons tech¬ 
niques. Les ioumaux n'ont pas encore adnprfi 
lc moven dc rcnircr sur leur serveur des infor¬ 


mations Rentes en arabe. Du coop. 11s som 
obliges de scanner leurs. pages ic'est-^-dire de 
le* transformer en images) pour Ics rendre lisi- 
blcs : -c\vt ItiUrd it -grrer et pas iris flexible 
juge Khattab Salman. 

Mais le retard jordanien vieni par dessus- 
tout du manque d'inferet des joomaux pour In- 
lemct «Pour {’instant, tous les sites, propos&s ; ; 
sont d'acces gratuit, analyse Ie chef d'dditioo 
tf Arabia oji Une. et les journaux ne votent pat 
internet comme une source d'argent*. Se met- 
tre en ligne reste une facon tfoccuper le teaTairi 
face it la concurrence el de-toucher un public 
hors dcs frontihres. 

Khattab Salman donne t'exempfe de Thebtfo ; 
pro-islamique Sabeel qui s’est lanc6 sur le nei 
en errant «erre lu par let musutmara des 
Etats-Unis*. Quant au Star, son.site comptabtl~“ 
ise plus de 70.000 comnsxions par mois. Ei ptu-; 
part cn dehors de la Jordanie, ■. . 


Lejourdahr 
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Des bidouins sontformds sur place pour aider ^ la restau¬ 
ration des fagades et embauchis a la journie., 

allemand pour,, {q _et. dc Restaura- 

et le developpoment Econo- : tion de P6tra sera une prcmifcrc 


mique est pre M contributor a 
la construction'des loduixi af- 
finne le Dr. Fischer,- il s'agit 
au maximum de 100.000 JD. 
qui seront versts me moment 
ou le partenaire jordanien 
debloquera la mime somme*. . 

Par aiileurs, le Dr. Fischer 
esc en train d'ceuvrer b la crea¬ 
tion d'une fondation alle- 
mande qui offrira de I'aide 
supplfimentaire 5 cene institu¬ 
tion jordanienne qu'il -veut 
tenement voir naitre. Une fois 
cred. le Centre jordanien de 


^sojud^eh _ Jordanie et . dans le 
monde arabe. Ainsi, plutftt que 
d'etre, “obliges de recourir 
chague fois a une expertise 
^trang&re. les Jordaniens pour- 
rpnt eux-meme prendre soin de 
ce qui reprdsente non seule- 
ment leur heritage culturel, re- 
connu patrimoine mondial .par 
I'IJnesco mais bien sur une des 
- sources principales de reverros '(ft 
du pays. ■ 

AncadeMaio . 
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Phenomene social 

Un wasta sinon rien 

Avec les beaux jours duchomage, le 
piston ou «wasta» est plus que jamais fid- 
rissant. Un sesame qui semble indispensa¬ 
ble pour entrer sur le rriarche du travail. 


«Le feu vert», «ie 

laisser-passen*. «la vitarrune 
Wn. «lc passeport universe!^, 
ou encore «la panacCe». Toutes 
ccs expressions tombdes dans 
le jungage courant ddsignent ia 
mcme chose :" Te wasta.' un 
.sport que les Fran^ais prati- 
quent aussi allfigrcrnem sous le 
nnm de piston. 

Les Jordaniens.' dans leur 
majorite. y croient : •Avec un 
wastu. vans avez un at out; vo¬ 
ire parent est puissant, connu 
ou influent alors sans auctui 
dome la vie vous sourira*. 
Cqmbien en profitenc. ? Les 
chiffres manquent pas les ex- 
empjes. Le cas de Manal, jeune 
diplumec cn comptabilitfi, est 
assez revdlatcur. La veinande a 
nSussi a Udcrochcr un travail 
deux semaines seulemem aprfcs 
avoir termini ses fctudes 5 
1'univcrsitd. Le wasta a bien 
marc he. Manal ne s'en Cache 
cf aiileurs pas : •Mon pEre a te¬ 
lephone au directeur d'une 
banque. /Is onl un lien de pa- 
rente. Des lv lendemain, j’avois 
mnn bureau sans amir presen¬ 
te de dossier et sans passer de 
test*. Rien qu'un coup de fil en 
mute ddcontraction. Pendant cc 
temps, d'autrcs sou pi rent de 66- 
sespoir cn voyam leurs 
diplnmcs prendre la poussifcre : 

* Ccla fait deux ans que je re- 
mttr del et terre pour obtenir 
un boulot nuiis en vain, raconte 
Ahmad cn coign, je n ’ai pas de - 
wusw, mon dossier de candida¬ 
ture ne retient pas I'attention. 


■ Du coup cela detruit mes ap- 
petits de reussitc. Je n’ai plus 
d'ambiiion ni de rr\ f es». Puis il. 
ajoute impuissant : «A noire 
Epoque. la debrouillardise esv* 
la scule chose qui cample. Ipz 
faut savoir utiliser toutes tes 
chances sinon iu restes dans 
I'ombre». 

Comme lui. beaucoup de 
jeunes finis sent par se nfisigner 
et it considfcrer le wasta comme ; 
un obstacle fatal, le privilfcge 
de rfcseaux inaccessibles. •Que 
je trouw du travail au non. 
cela m'est 6gal», se drt 
jourd'hui Ola aprfcs quatre ans 
de chdmage. 

De plus, les employeurs ont 
aussi leur part de responsabili- 
td. Abed Al-Kareem, directeur 
d'une soci£i£. se vante d’etre un 
grand dfcfenseur du wasta : *Je 
crois.au piston car e'est une 
preuve que les gens 

s’entraidait. Quand mon ami 
oilman parent me demandc Ae 
Voider, ce ne serait geniil def .! 
ma part de refuser•. Reflexe 
naif au nom de tous les liens. 
Bref le wasta est une mtflodie 
facile qui rfcgnc part out, dans 
les. entreprises, les dcoles et 
mSme la rue. Aux heures de 
piointe.- quant les file* 

s’alldngent stir les irottoirs en 
attendant le bus, il y en a tqu- 
jours qui montenc avant les au¬ 
tres parce.qu’ils connaissent le 

chauffeur.! H 

. NahedAl-IOiloBf 
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‘n? By Samir Raafat 

Star Cairo Corespondent 

THANKS TO transparency 
electronic media, zinner 

?L he or,d s Presidential 
haunts are accessible to televi¬ 
sion viewers around the globe 
But unlike rhe Elysee the 
White House. md ^ 

5 P? m ? shangrilas. Egypt’s pres- 
< i den Li a I palaces remain a 
conundrum to the people of this- 
country. : 

Believe it or hot, 4S'yearn 
after Nasser's Free Offfaas 
vowed to turn this into a *bv 
the people for the people* 

4. republic, us citizenry is 'as 
removed from the temples of 
1 powers as they were three mil- 
lenmums ago when Pharaoh 
ruled the land. Except for one 

L n dlher AWiT ^ 

l anra. Koubeh or Ras A1 Tin 
(where the commander in chief 
receives his peers and foreign 
counterparts), Mohammed Doe 
has never seen the gilded interi¬ 
ors or these ex-royal palaces 
And unless plans to tom them 
into visitable historic sites ever 
. ^surface. there is no chance lie 
’"ever will. 

Not so the Itihadiya Palace 
m Heliopolis! Look around and 
you may still find those who 
remember having frequented it 
as the Heliopolis Palace Hotel. 

International conferences, 
weddings and honeymoons 
took place there as did the cov¬ 
eted 'apres courses’ celebra¬ 
tions. The races at the nearby 
Heliopolis Sporting Club were 
second to none this side'of the 
Mediterranean. And although 
no veterans are around to 
remind us they were there as' 
well, during the World War I 

the hotel was requisitioned by 

*-j;! he .British as a military 
1 hospitaL . ■' 

The Heliopolis Palace Hold 
was built in 1908-10, in the 
days when lengthy sojourns in 
Egypt was a social rituaL The 


hoteL’s pre-WWj ' regisrer 
resembled a leaf out of Brake’s 
^aga The hotel’s fjpn> 

• Pnetorwas Monsieur MaiiqueL * 
Jts inaugural director was Herr 
t-joerhoefer and its frrsi food 

SS- - CI ^ e was ' 

Monsieur Bedard assisted by 
chef Coma Both had come 
Jmm the-Pai Hard Restaurant in 
Pans- On December I, 1910,. 

uicy celebrated the tnaugura- 
Africa ’ s 111,051 luxurious 

no tel. 

,Jr°°°® v e d by Belgian archf- 
t^t^Emest Jaspar. the hotel" 
boasted 400-rooms including 
>>■> private apartments. its ban¬ 
quet hails' were amongst the 
F»gge?t anywhere. As though 
its severe almost 
forbidding exterior contrasted 
sharply with the sumptuousriess 
of the interior. • 

A 1912 visitor had this to sav 
about the hriteL “Beyond the 
reception offices are two lav¬ 
ishly decorated rooms, in the 
Loras XIV and Louis XV styles 
respectively, and then comes the 
central hall, which is a dream 
of beauty and symmetry. Here 
the architecture, which is 
responsible for so many won¬ 
derful effects in Heliopolis, 
reaches its artistic zenith. From 
every nook* and cranny hang, 
suspended like stalactite pen¬ 
dants, Damascus-made oriental 
lamps of fantastic loveli nes s 
Above soars the dome rising in 
a bold scheme - with all the 
involved convulsions-of orien¬ 
tal ornamentation. No photo? 
.graph or description could do 
justice to the wondrous and elu^. • 
sive loveliness of the scene, 
which is as. baffling to the Jan- 
guage as it is to the lens;” 

• 'The hotel’s main hall’s dome 
measures-55 meters from the 
floor to the ceiling. The 589 • 
square meter haU was carpeied 
with. die finest Oriental . rugs 
and with large floor-to-ceiling 
n3irrors. draperies and a large 
marble fireplace Twenty-two." 


Italian marble columns con¬ 
nected the parquet to the ceil- 
To one side of the hall 
there was the grill room which 
sorted 150 guests and to the 
orna; side was the north room 
or billiard hall with two full- 
. .-Sized ‘Thurston’ tables as well 
- as a priceless French one. The 
mahogany furniture was spe- 
cially ordered at Maple’s of 
Londom The upper gallery 
Contained oak reading and card 
. rooms furnished by Krieger of 
Pans. 

TJe basement kitchen' and 
.staff area was so large that a 
narrow gauge railway was 
installed running the length of 
me _ hotel passing by offices. 
Kitchens, pantries, refrigerators, 
store rooms and the staff mess. 

In the aftermath of WW II. 
air travel more than halved the 
average tourist stay. Mass pro- 
ducUon and consumption intro¬ 
duced the era of the camera- 
chclung crowds. As tourism 
became a mega-industry. verti¬ 
cal Nile side hotels started to 
■ crop up where everything was 
bang calculated on the basis of 
a ‘return to the square meter'. 

Unable to compete, the Heli¬ 
opolis Palace Hotel became a 
dinosaur. 

As was the case with many 
lesser known palaces and pri¬ 
vate mansions in the 1960s. the 
abandoned hotel became the 
headquarters of successive gov¬ 
ernment departments. One by 
One its inimitable artifacts were 
chipped: away by an untutored 
piiblic. The next guests looked 
to be a bulldozer and a demoli¬ 
tion ball,.' ; 

: In the 1980s. . whether by 
divine dr temporal intervention, 
the Heliopolis Palace Hotel was 
fronted a new lease on life. The 
former hotel was given a thor¬ 
ough facelift and declared the 
headquarters of the new admin¬ 
istration; Once again. the Taj 
Mahal of the desert would 
become the focus of national 
and international attention. ■ 


By Brenda Polan 


Simon says short skirts out 

Latest from Paris: 
long slinky fabrics 


THIS WAS watershed week 
in Paris. A new generation 
sireng- thened its grip on the 
creative capital of the world's 
fashion industry. The level nf 
anticipation was high as j 
long list of staid couture 
houses and luxury [roods 
empires attempted to do « 
deal. 

John Galliano, of course, is 
spoken for. In a single sea¬ 
son. the designer put the 
gemly decaying House of 
Dior hack in the vanguard of 
fashion: he now produces two 
collections for Dior as well as 
his own ready-to-wear line. 
But the world is full of young 
designers. 

So Givenchy, where Galli¬ 
ano spent two seasons before 
moving to Dior, employed 
fellow Briton and fellow' St 
Martin’s graduate Alexander 
McQueen. He may have 
wared away some of the old 
clients, but his aggressive, 
raunchy style has brought in 
new ones and garnered hags 
of lovely publicity. 

After some experimenta¬ 
tion and a little misjudgment. 
McQueen has the measure of 
Givenchy. He toned down the 
gimmickry and employed his 
signature sharp tailnrine to 
produce a strong, controlled 
collection which Hubert de 
Givenchy might have called 
his own. It included the most 
beautiful beaded evening 
gown in Paris. 

Hot on McQueen's heels 
came Stella McCartney, 
daughter of the ex-Beatic, Sir 
Paul, and only 25. to rescue 
the ready-to-wear Chloc from 
stagnation. Her dehut last 
October knocked decades off 
the average age of the cus¬ 
tomer and was reckoned a 
critical success. 

On Wednesday, in Paris, 
her second collection went 


further along the Rock-Chick 
road with its tight, tight shiny 
Filins, its suggestive stud's 
and zippers and its drop- 
waiMed flares over killer sii- 
Icrin heels. A hit 
>lca/y for some 
tastes. but the 

crowd loved it. 

Everybody has 
Utken note of Tom 
Ford's resuscitation 
of the almost dead 
brand. Gucci. Thev 
have hrnnded on 
the revival of Dior 
at the hands of Gal¬ 
liano and on 
Givenchy's new 
edgy image and 
> nung clientele, 
both courtesy of 
McOucen. who did 
a sexy BIjdcrufi¬ 
ner-meets-Bohemia 
collection. And. 
courage bolstered 
by McCnrincy\ 
success at Chloc. 
they have fallen in 
behind. 

The new collec¬ 
tion for Louis Vuii- 
ton. and the cam¬ 
era-shy Belgian. 

Martin Murgicla. 
did the same for 
Hermes. Both 
showed easy, mod¬ 
ern. luxurious 
clothes for grown¬ 
up women" and 
Margiela for once 
showed them on 
beefy women mod¬ 
els of 30 and over, 
many broughi out 
of retirement lor 
the occasion. 

Both collections 
were cool, mini¬ 
malist and neutral 
in the way that 
Miuccia Prada'.s 
early collections were. « u , 
hiillinnt as these designers 
arc. none is Gallianos'equal. 


creates! designer of the end 
of the 20ih century. And each 
collection merely confirms 
his position as the man with 
the imagination to move fash- 



But 


He is fast emerging as the 



ion forward in a way which 
makes absolute modern sense 
but also manages to be deeply 
desirable. 


# Against a conjured-up New 
York nightscapc. he created 
die Marcel waves and the 
slender. coquettish sil¬ 
houettes so evocative nf the 
early years of ihe 
century. He did it 
in modern, aciivc- 
life materials and 
with humorously 
s-porty details, 
using cye-seartne 
shades of shock¬ 
ing pink, yellow, 
orange and tur¬ 
quoise before 
cooling his palette 
to silver, cold and 
black. 

Today, the fash¬ 
ion crowd is eacer 
to see Michael 
Kors' first collec¬ 
tion for Celine - 
the last of rhe 
LVMH hrandx to 
be given a magic 
revamp - and 
Andrew Gn's for 
Balmain. Kors is a 
very talented clas¬ 
sical American 
sportswear 
designer, special¬ 
ising in chic, sim¬ 
ple shapes in the 
most expensive 
materials. Andrew 
Gn. a 33-ycar-old 
Singaporean who 
is also a graduate 
of St Martin’s, has 
similar strengths; 
a purity or line, an 
aversion to fuss 
and nonsense, an 
instinct for 
luxury. 

• With all the 
intensely interest¬ 
ing debuts going 
on. the reliable 
old guard might 
be forgiven for 
feeling a little neglected. But 
all of them, notably the 
experimentally-minded Japa¬ 
nese and Belgians, have 
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delivered strong collections,. 
Dries van Nolen's gypsy 
campfire collection was par¬ 
ticularly covetable. as were 
the ad hoc deconstructed- 
reconstructed clothes of R«i 
Kau-akubo at Comme des 
Garcons. 

Kawakuho described her 
unorthodox juxtapositions of 
fragments of clothes as 
fusion" and the effect was 
rather as if gremlins had 
sneaked into a descried ate¬ 
lier full of well-cut. half- 
assembled couture clothes 
and tacked them together 
every which way but cor¬ 
rectly. So an impeccable box- 
pleated skin would turn 
round to reveal itself as Haifa 
skin supplanted at the hack 
by wrinkled leggings. 

A wonderful curvy frock*- 
coat would twirl and turn 
inside out. its lining, inter¬ 
lace and perfect seams on 
full display, it was cam: 
plctcly enchanting, even if 
the remorselessly “slow show 
rather laboured the point. 

Kawakubo's compatriot. 
Issey Miyake, was in an exu¬ 
berant mood, opening his cor¬ 
rection in shades of flame, 
red. casing to fondant tones 
of pink and lavender, then'" 
silver, gold and bronze. 

Effects were quite magical.^ 
with garments shaped by/ 
wrapping and niching, by: 
folded, overlapping panels 
hy extravagant quilting into 
dramatic hieratic shapes 
which cocooned the body artff 
lent it an unaccustomed - 
grandeur. >:•, 

The hottest news out Of- 
Paris, however, was as bantfl 
as ever. Whatever the shap^. 
the fabric they’re in or tl£ 
tops that goes with them, 
skins are long again. It’s ofTfc- 
cial.B 

i , 

Financial Times Syndicatin’ 
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TJarmcwi pleasurable shopping 
experience... It’s just about 
everything you need, at low prices. 
Annnan-7ih Curie TekSM129 . 
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Tel: 695049 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every * 
room H ! 
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Amman Tel: <107193 
P.O.Box 940&Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen | 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restnrant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jobal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Tako away is available 


■ 

Open daily I2:00-3:30p.m 



7:00- Midnight ■ 



Tel 638968 


Orblf A Woftd of eNtertailweNt! 

C F0f more ^"nation call Offaft Direct at ^357 909 5000^ 
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‘Capital punishment’ 
in search engines 


WHAT A dreadful title for an 
article, you’re probably think¬ 
ing. We'll, perhaps. The thing 
is. observing a number of 
Internet training sessions 
should shed light on how peo¬ 
ple enter their ’search 
terms' into search engines. 

Some enter all words in 
lower case tsmall letters). 
some all in uppercase (capi¬ 
tal letters). and some in a 
MiX ■ iF lioiH. 

One would imagine, and 
hope, that this would have 
little hearing on the results 
presented by the search 
engines. 

However, in reality, the 
case you use makes such a 
profound difference to the 
effectiveness of your 
search. 

A good example which 
highlights the problems is 
the seemingly innocent 
word ’’next’’." 

This word has a variety 
of meanings depending on the 
case used. Among other things, 
it can mean ’being or posi¬ 
tioned or living nearest’ 
(Oxford Encyclopaedic 

Dictionary». 

The international clothing 
retailer NEXT' fhup:// 
www.next.co.uk/ 1 . or the soft¬ 
ware company ‘NeXT’ thitp.7/ 
www.next.com/j which has 
hcen purchased by Apple. 


Therefore, we shall use this 
example to examine how dif¬ 
ferent search engines make 
allowance for each case. 
Please read on and find out 
what you should watch out for 



in the search engines you use. 

AltaVista is~a great first 
example on how the results 
can change due to case sensi¬ 
tivity. In both cases its Simple 
and Advanced search modes, 
searching for 'next' doesn’t 
retrieve any results because 
the word is considered to be 
too common. However. 
’NeXT' retrieves 13000 
results. ’NEXT’ gets 3000. 


and ’Next’ gets a whopping 
100 million pages! 

With InfaSeck. if you capi¬ 
talize adjacent words then it 
lakes these us a single name or 
title. This can cause a number 
of problems if you are una¬ 
ware that the program does 
so. and the engine retrieved 
totally different results for 
the four example case 
variations. 

HotBot ignores capitali¬ 
zation if search terms are in 
lower case, but does take 
j note of words with ‘interest¬ 
ing case' such as 'NeXT' 
which gets 80.000 results. 
All other variations get the 
same 12 million documents. 
A number of search engines 
are case insensitive.' hut 
some still have traps to 
I watch our for. 

Lycos and W’ebCrawIcr 
are both case insensitive. 
Yahoo is the same, but you 
must remember that, if it 
doesn’t find any pages in its 
index which match your 
search, then it displays Alta¬ 
Vista pages. The latter is case 
sensitive and so you have to he 
careful. 

Some search engines, like 
Northern Light for example, 
are case insensitive when 
searching, but display the 
results in a different order 
depending on the case used in 


GALLERIA CINEMA, 
the newly opened cin¬ 
ema theater in Abdoun. 
is making its presence 
felt in more than one 
field. Apart from being 
a lop venue for enter¬ 
tainment. it is also the 
first Jordanian cinema 
theater to utilize the 
Internet; and what a 
successful Internet site 
it has managed to 
accomplish! 

Developed by Com¬ 
puter Networking Ser¬ 
vices (CNS). the web 
consulting company and the 
operator of the Primus bulletin 
board service tBBS). the Gal¬ 
leria site has turned out to he a 
very attractive and unique 
effort. 

Visitor* to the Galleria site 
on the WorldWideWeb or on 
Primus BBS can enjoy a well- 
deigned. graphic intensive site 
that includes suitable melodies 
and music tailored to the films 
on show at the Cinema. 

The opening page is easy to 
use. as it offers options to 
check out the latest movies at 
Galleria, or general informa¬ 
tion about the'Galleria rinclud- 


the search termts). 

The final, and most worry¬ 
ing. example is Excite. When 
searching for any case combi¬ 
nation of ‘next - you get the 
reply ’Your search produced 
no results’. It doesn't tell you 
why. hut helpfully suggests 
that you may have spclf the 
word incorrectly! 

The best thing lo do is to 
rend the help files and F.AQs 
(Frequently Asked Questions) 
for the engines you use. 

Having said that, you may 
find that ynur favourite engine 
won’t retrieve anything anyway 
because your search term is too 
common. 

If you use a variety of 
engines, it would he best to use 
lower case. This will often 
make search engines find all 
occurrences of n~word regard¬ 
less of case used in the actual 
pages. ■ 

Jordan Internet Marketing 



ing a neat map displaying the 
mute to the Cinema), and 
their is information on attrac¬ 
tions coming soon to the Cin¬ 
ema: in addition to much 
more. 

Under the what’s playing at 
Galleria category. visitors will 
find a comprehensive review, 
complete with pictures or 
scenes from the movie, and 
accompanying music from the 
film soundtrack! You can 
actually see some movie pre¬ 
views in digitized video! 

What is particularly impres¬ 
sive is the graphical talent dis¬ 
played in introducing the 


’ internal layout and fur¬ 
nishings of the cinema 
theater. Obvious efforts 
have been made in pro¬ 
viding professional pho¬ 
tography of interiors. 

Soon. Galleria Cinema 
will enable visitors to the 
site to reserve their seats 
on-line! This is quite rev¬ 
olutionary. as the user- 
interface implemented to 
do this is based on a sim¬ 
ple layout of the chairs, 
upon which the user 
clicks selecting his/her 
preferred seating 

arrangements! 

“So far. response to the Gal¬ 
leria site has been phenome¬ 
nal." stated Mr Amer Naserid- 
din. marketing manager at 
CNS. “It’s the first site of its 
kind, and it showcases the 
power of on-line media in 
serving cinema goers and 
entertainment clients in 
general." 

To check out the Galleria 
site, go to ww.cns.go.com.jo/ 
galleria on the WorldWide- 
Wcb. or if you are a Primus 
subscriber, simply visit the 
commercial section of the 
BBS. ■ 


CorelDRAW 8 arrives 


CORELDRAW S is a compre¬ 
hensive 32-hit graphics suite 
designed for Windows 95 and 
Windows NT. It includes 
innovative applications for 
page layout and illustration, 
photo editing and bitmap crea¬ 
tion. and 3D modelling and 
rendering. Users can' take 
j advantage of the advanced 
speed and performance 
offered to create dazzling vis¬ 
ual images in a flash. 

The new release includes 
intuitive Web features that 
allow users lo easily create 
graphic implementations on 
tlie Internet. Easy HTML pub¬ 
lishing is standard. 

The CorelDRAW S package 
comes complete with Corcl- 
PhoioPaint 8 and Corel 3D 8. 
in addition to a number of 
utilities such as OCR-Trace 8. 
Capture R. Script Editor. Bit¬ 
stream Font Navigator and 



many more. As expected, 
CorelDRAW 8 comes with 
massive libraries of clipart 
(40.000 images and symbols), 
1000 photos. 1000 Type and 
True Type fonts, 250 3D mod¬ 
els. animated GIF files, 
themed Web backgrounds and 
more. ■ 


Global One is the pioneering provider of full Internet services in Jordan 

Sales Department tel: 569-7777. Fax: 569-7111 E-mail: info@go.com.jo 
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••-■BY ZEID NASSER 
A figment of our imagination: : 

The paperless office 

FOR THE past two decades, ‘futurists’ have been making.^ 
sorts of fictional predictions. One of those is the ‘paperless, 
office’ theory which holds that the advancement of comput¬ 
ers. electronic exchange, Internet and medio, will render the 
use of paper uneccessary in business organizations. 

Well, as attractive as that may sound, the harsh truth is 
that the use of paper in the information age is growing and is 
projected to continue to grow all the way up to the middle of 
the 21st century. Why? Well, for one thing, paper is cheap 
and readily available. Everyone knows how to useit and the 
law can cackle material written on paper in resolving differ¬ 
ences between parties: whereas electronic material may not 
hold up in a court of law (unless printed out, that is!) 

What's more, it is unrealistic to imagine that every busi- 
ness firm in the world has access to computers, Internet or 
any other form of information technology. The fact of the 
matter is that the ‘paperless office' may become a reality in 
a single department, in a company like Microsoft, but it will 
never become a reality in any small business firm in certain 
parts of Asia or Africa. Not for a very long time, at least! 

Take your typical business day as an example. You print 
out a letter, then go to your fax and send the paper. It is 
printed out at the receiving end on paper! Then, it is photo¬ 
copied (more paper) and stored in a file. 

rf you were to conduct this procedure electronically, you 
would have to send the letter by email or electronic fax. The 
receiver would have to read it on screen, find no point in 
printing it out. and then the receiver should store the incom¬ 
ing message on a disk of some sort, which resembles on 
electronic file of folder. " 

Now, where's the problem? it all seems reasonable 
enough. Well, for one thing, ‘it takes two to tango', Tire 
sender and receiver must both have access to electronic com¬ 
munications via computers and must both depend on an elec¬ 
tronic storage system! Even if you know 10, 20 or 30 com¬ 
panies who apply electronic systems so extensively, the rest 
of the companies or people you deal with are not like that! 
You have to send them papers, receive papers-from them 
and store these papera physically! 

So, paper-preachers can revel in their vicroiy. As for elec¬ 
tronic fanatics! Well, my heart goes out to them. It would be 
great, if we didn't see a piece of paper in an office again, but 
paper will be around for a very, very long lime there. Prob- ^ 
ably long enough for your grandson to wonder why it still 7 
exists! ■ . . I 


Arabia.On.Line wins ‘Best 
Euro-Mediterranean’ Internet site 

ATtABIA.ON.LINE, the comprehensive Internet information 
service covering Arab news, business and entertainment 
received the ‘Best Euro-Mediterranean Site Award’ as pan of 
the activities of the Euro-Mediterranean Internet Conference 
held in Cyprus between 4 and 7 March. 1998. 

This award is a recognition of Arabia.On.Line's distin¬ 
guished role as an Internet media. Mr Khaldoon Tabaza, Pub¬ 
lisher at Arabia.On.Line said on receiving this award that 
“Europe and the Mediterranean are working hard to keep up 
with the fast pace of Internet developments." . 

"We at Arabia.On;Line are proud to be recognized as pio¬ 
neers in the'Intemet industry on the Mediterranean-European 
level," he added. It is worth noting that Arabia.On.Line 
received the ‘Best Media Site’ award from the pan-Arab maga¬ 
zine Internet Arab World, as voted by. thousands of Arabic 
readers from all over the Middle East. ■. 
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Ascent to Asni 


Text and photos bv Osama 
El-Sherif 

IT’S A good one hour drive by car from 
Marrakech to the sloping hills perched at 
the fool of the snow-capped Allas moun¬ 
tains. Bui the journey along the narrow 
ror;il road is worth taking—especially on 
Saturdays. For it is market day in Asni. a 
provincial town 50 kilometers somh of 
Marrakech. Hundreds of Berbers 
descend on the town's central market to 
trade—-just like they have for centuries. 

As the dry plain behind us disap¬ 
peared. our ear began its gradual climb 


towards Lhc hills. The serpentine mad 
carved into the shoulder of a gray ridge 
overlooking a deep precipice is a chal¬ 
lenge to any driver. The road is mainly 
used by taxis and minibuses making their 
daily shuttle trips to and from 
Marrakech. 

As our driver, himself a Berber, nego¬ 
tiated blind turns, he spoke of a way of 
life that has changed very little in thou¬ 
sands of years for the people who dwell 
in this mountain range. Tbe Shlouh. as 
they are locally called, have lived here 
for centuries, preserving a unique and 
colorful way of life 





The gateway to Asni market on a busy Saturday 


Looking at us. with a white peak 4000 
meters ahove sea level, is Ml. Toubkal. 
one of the highest mountains in Africa. It 
stands shoulder to shoulder with other 
snow-capped mountains that extend from 
the desen all the way to the Mediterra¬ 
nean. This is a part of Morocco that I 
knew very little about. Our one-day jour¬ 
ney to Asni was to prove both educa¬ 
tional and entertaining. 

Arriving in Asni hy mid-day. the town 
was hustling with activity. Minibuses 
and taxi*, parked and moved in front of 
lhc market gate haphazardly. The scene 
was chaotic in a positive way. City traf¬ 
fic rules and regulations don't mejn 
much here, for mechanical vehicles are 
passive intruders. To reach Asni and 
other towns and hamlets the mule 
remains the most common and efficient 
means of transport. 

Passing through the arched gateway 
into Asm’s market, one is immediately 
taken bv the commotion of people, the 
redolence of food and the bright colors 
of people’s attire. The Berbers are lond 
of a colorful wardrobe. No two people 
wear the same color robes and there are 
plenty of colors to choose from: earth 
brown, jade green, saffron yellow-, crim¬ 
son red. navy blue, you name it. 

And then there i*- the hubbub and 
tumult of strange tongues and foreign 
accents. Morocco K n land of many lan¬ 
guages and accents. But’ in a peculiar 
way. one finds himself at home in Asni. 
riveted by the evotn. surroundings and 
the good nature of the town’s inhabitants 
and visitors. 

In Asni’s market there !■« everything 
and nothing. One can find hand-made sil¬ 
ver-plated daggers, mirmrs studded with 
semi-precious Mono jnd other tradi¬ 
tional handicrafts shat are also available 
in Marrakech and cKewhcrc. Someone 
with lime on his hands can dig in and 
inspect a motley collection of merchan¬ 
dise that also includes Chinese-made 
screwdrivers and spanners. Taiwanese 
transistor radios and American army 
boots. There .ire costumes of all colors 
jnd designs, herbs and spices, special 
ointments .md oils. nuts, grain and seeds, 
canned foods, leather goods, vegetables, 
and on and on. 

For me. the all ruction in the Asni mar¬ 
ket is the reoplc and ihctr traditional 
wav of liter. The Saturday market is a 
weekly community meeting', people 
exchanging bits o! news and informa¬ 
tion. They trade with each other and 
unload their mulct only to load them up 
again with foodstuff and munitions. 

Nature is un! or giving in this part of 
the country. The looming mountain 
ranges reminds one of the harsh winters 
these villagers have to endure. People 
told me that the creek near Asni often 
turns into a thunderinu river, hurstinii its 



Unloading the mules in Asni the snow-capped Atlas mountains in the background 


hanks and washing away roads, houses 
and people. 

Away from trinket and cloth mer¬ 
chants. one reaches the area where vege¬ 
table and meat vendors congregate. Here 
sheep, cows and chickens are slaugh¬ 
tered and their meat sold fresh to cus¬ 
tomers. Closer by is a fish stall with 
strange-look ing sea and river catch. The 
sea is at least 3»K) Kilometers away, but 
merchants haul frozen fish from Marra¬ 
kech’s central market. 

And then there is a comer where fresh- 
ly-picked mint is sold in huge quantities. 
In Morocco green tea. mixed with high 
doses of green mint and plenty of sugar, 
is the national beverage. 

The last row of stalls houses the eating 
pljccs. They ;uc the only roofed mud 

buildings overlooking the creek. Here 
each shop owner displays what is bnsi- 
saflv a mixed assortment of steaming 
foods: No less than five or six kinds of 
Tajin. Mew of meat, fish, chicken or 
vegetable, slowly cooking in a covered 
shallow clay pot over a quiet firs. 

For lew dirhams one gels a choice of 
T.um. a loa! of fresh baked bread from 
the nearby bakers and his or her fill of 
green tea. One has the choice of eating 
inside the dimly lit room, or sitting at a 
modest table under a canopy. 

If von prefer barbecued meat, which 
was our preference, then a kilo of mutton 
purchased from a nearby butcher is given 
to a freelance cook who stands by his 
charcoal grill to offer his service. Within 
minutes the aroma of burning meal filled 
our nnstrils. We sat under a canopy wail 


ing for our lunch to be readied. Around 
us the clamor continued. With us sat an 
old man. wearing a worn-out robe, a tur¬ 
ban. and sipping green tea. 

He had just finished eating a meal of 
barbecued meat with bread. His skin was 
pink and scabby, probably by disease. 
He poured some more tea and offered it 
to me. I hesitated but obliged him and 
swallow-ed up the sweet drink. 

AFter we had eaten our lunch we 
walked to the creek at the market's edge 
and faced the majestic mountains iu the 
background. In the immediate area was a 
more intriguing view. Tens of mules 
stood idly by as their owners were busy 
carrying out chores at the nearby market. 
They have come a long way. descending 
from nearby hills and mountains. A 
crushing journey home awaited them. In 
fact some Berbers had already packed up 
and started their long trip from Asni. 

I was enraptured hy the view; the 
green and brown hills in the background, 
the gray mules laden with goods tiptoe- . 
Ing in eamesr, their pale-faced riders in 
colorful robes and turbans balancing 
themselves carefully oh top. 

Our stay in Asm was coming to end. 
Wc found our car at the market's gate. 
The driver offered to lake-us a few 
miles up the road towards the moun¬ 
tains. We sat silently as the car made its 
way along the only road in and out of 
Asni. Wc passed the post office^ the 
schools and the only hotel. Hotel 
Toubkal. before catching up with a car¬ 
avan of mules making its way towards 
the hills. The creek was way below us • 


now and rhe valley was widening up 
again. A few miles Further and we were 
alone facing the majestic Toubkal, its 
highest peak caressing some innocuous 
puffs of cloud against a brilliant blue 
sky. On the other side of the valley lay 
a small village, nestled in the bosom of 
a red brown plateau, tilled by man. 
overlooking the creek. The adobe build¬ 
ings leaned against each other. 

The scene was lifeless, or so it ap¬ 
peared from our vantage point. It was 
quiet, the silence punctuated frequen'Jj 
by the bark of a dog or the cry of a ra¬ 
ven. 

We finally began our journey back to 
Marrakech. Once more we were nego- 
tiating the tricky turns of the curved 
road down the hills. And then we were 
speeding in the open plateau towards 
Marrakech, with its Moorish city walls 
and minarets and orange orchards. Be¬ 
hind us the Atlas mountains stared re¬ 
gally. ■ : 

Bow to get there: Royal Jordanian 
offers a twice weekly service to Casa- 
blartca with continuous daily connec¬ 
tions to Marrakech on Royal Air Mo- 
roc.: Also a four-hour. train journey 
from Casablanca to Marrakech is a 
nice alternative. From Marrakech war 
operators can arrange day excursions 
to the desert towns, the mountains and 
lakes. Rental cars are also availahjA - 
while public transport, such as udSb- ■ 
. and mini buses, can be-had at Hargauf . 
prices. 































